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dominated Europe. This bulletin compilation material collected 
the Committee for the use Radio Free Europe and its other divi- 
sions and being made available representatives the press and 
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connective commentary. However, the Committee believes that accu- 
rate information contributes understanding the strengths and 
weaknesses the Communist system, and hence the ability the 
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About the National Committee for Free 
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action aimed the eventual liberation the peoples the Iron Cur- 
tain countries. With the help endowments and public contributions 
the Crusade for Freedom, the Committee has set up, among other 
activities, Radio Free Europe. The Committee’s efforts are focused 
the captive countries Central and Eastern Europe. these efforts 
the Committee counts among its active allies the democratic leaders— 
scholars, journalists, political and economic experts, and men letters 
—who have escaped from the Communist enslavement their native 
lands. 
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Area Trends 


concerted effort demonstrate Soviet good 
will and the advantages Kremlin leadership 
dominated Communist activities the close the 
year. The most publicized event this campaign 
was the Moscow-sponsored “Congress the Peoples’ 
for Peace” Vienna, designed weapon 
the cold war. What provoked throughout the area 
was intensification attacks against the West, directed especially against policy 
Korea, Germany and Japan. What disclosed was the Soviet aim win popular sym- 
pathy and prove Communist superiority abusing the proponents Western democracy. 

Inside the captive countries, national “peace” congresses were the main feature the 
propaganda buildup and were used affirm the unity Communist regimes and their 
allegiance the USSR. These meetings were accompanied number others held 
commemorate the Bolshevik October Revolution and celebrate Friendship Months 
with the USSR. Stress was placed adherence Soviet policy, adoption Soviet de- 
cisions, and emulation Soviet methods. Bulgaria, this emphasis prevailed during 
elections the People’s Councils. other parts Eastern Europe, the usual diatribes 
against the West were supplemented denunciations Zionism, which was described 
imperialist espionage agency. The hate campaign Poland was marked vehement 
abuse the Vatican and the removal several Catholic Bishops from their posts. 

However, Communist weaknesses were not concealed this propaganda barrage. 
Czechoslovakia, regime leaders were forced allay suspicions about Communist tactics 
during the Slansky trial. The Romanian Communist Party planned placate industrial 
workers. Economic difficulties were apparent throughout the area and resulted wave 
peasant outbreaks Bulgaria, Romanian campaign exceed the 1952 Plan, 
increased work hours Poland, and the threat new purges Hungary. Short- 
ages Plan fulfillment, budget deficits, foreign trade problems, and worker resistance, 
manifest labor turnover, absenteeism and low productivity, continued plague the 
area. 

The Christmas season was not especially merry for people captive Europe, and ex- 
travagant claims about the advantages Communism and Soviet aid did not eliminate 
opposition the prospect increased shortages and renewed rationing for the new year. 


Sea 


CZECHOSLOVAKIA 


the Trial: Public reaction the Slansky trial disap- 
pointed regime expectations and provoked Government lead- 
into strained explanations. Instead acclaiming the 
great victory over “imperialism, Titoism, and 
Some people expressed surprise that the “gang” 
not been discovered sooner. Others wondered about the 
confessions, and the belief that they were drugged 
tortured was widespread. President Gottwald and Min- 
Education, Zdenek Nejedly tried dispel these 
Nejedly claimed that the group was not detected 
because Communists are not “suspicious petty bour- 
but optimists who believe people.” The Minister also 

that the accused refused confess first and were 
led because “crushing evidence was presented 


against them Communist atmosphere truth.” Obvi- 
ously, the Communist propaganda machine had misfired and 
the Government was making feeble efforts patch mis- 
takes. consequence, new trials may not follow 
quickly was expected. 


Shortcomings: Constant mention the economic damage 
done the Slansky group indicates that the regime expects 
difficulty fulfilling the Five Year Plan the end 1953. 
Failures are especially alarming the Ostrava-Karvina hard 
coal basin which supplies over percent the coal needed 
for industrial production. These shortcomings will probably 
aggravated new bill abolishing tax exemptions for 
miners. 
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POLAND 


Zionism: The Communist campaign against Israel, featured 
the Slansky trial, was launched Poland Boleslaw 
Bierut his first address Prime Minister. His statement 
that the Party must fight Zionists well Trotskyites and 
Titoists was supplemented anti-Zionist attacks the 
press. However, signs forthcoming anti-Semitic 
purge the government were evident. 


The Church: new anti-Catholic drive designed replace 
number Bishops Vicar Capitulars has begun. Although 
the new Vicars cannot automatically considered pro- 
Communists, they logically have less power resist the 
regime than regular Church dignitaries. This action was 
accompanied attacks against the Vatican which put em- 
phasis the Pope’s refusal settle the problems Polish 
Bishoprics the Recovered Territories. Communist policy 
directed towards organizing national churches not con- 
nected with Rome the West that they can more 
effectively controlled the regime. 


Dubious Privileges: The Government took steps prevent 
failures the National Economic Plan, particularly 
foundries and the heavy metal industry. Young workers 
were organized into Labor Assault Brigades and given the 
“privilege” working one extra hour day. 


ROMANIA 


Shortages: The regime’s increasing demands workers 
all categories, and frequent references the lack con- 
sumer goods and food staples point impending 
economic crisis. The extent current shortages was re- 
vealed recent decree for sixty percent minimal increase 
vegetable production 1953. Another decree calling for 
completion the Five Year Plan four years resulted 
extraordinary efforts overfulfill the 1952 Plan. Extreme 
pressure was exerted attain special production targets 
established honor the December anniversary the 
Romanian People’s Republic. 


Politics: The Party’s decision admit new members re- 
cruited almost exclusively from the ranks industrial work- 
ers reveals attempt consolidate power relying 
privileged minority. The task placating the industrial 
proletariat very difficult since the rest the population 
would have greatly overburdened workers were 
gain even slight material advantages. noteworthy that 
Malenkov was the only Soviet leader quoted connection 
with this reorganization Party composition. Also inter- 
esting the fact that Party decree defined Ana Pauker’s 
deviation the pursuit Party membership for all. 


Vienna Congress: Despite the furor preliminary propa- 
ganda, both Communists and non-Communists regarded the 


Congress standard rite which was 
inevitable and automatic. other parts the area, Com- 
munist-organized religious groups were forced give official 
sanction the meeting, and the regime-appointed Grand 
Rabbi contributed the “peace campaign” denouncing 
Zionism. 


HUNGARY 


Failures: official move concentrate government 
power and strengthen the economy, five Deputy Prime Min- 
isters were appointed assist Prime Minister Matyas Rakosi. 
One the appointees Minister State, Erno Gero, who 
recently denounced failures almost all branches pro- 
duction, particularly construction, mining, smelting, the 
machine tool industry and collectivized agriculture. Other 
failures were revealed Chairman the Presidium Istvan 
Dobi, who announced Farmers’ Cooperative Council 
meeting that fodder production was far below requirements 
and that the crop was generally unsatisfactory. Despite 
these difficulties, the Government energetically pushing its 
agricultural collectivization program. 


Trade Treaty: Negotiations are progress for Hungarian- 
Czechoslovak agreement whereby Hungary will ship Czecho- 
slovakia bauxite exchange for aid developing the elec- 
tric power industry. Like the previous agreement concluded 
between Hungary and Romania, this treaty intended 
strengthen economic cooperation among Communist coun- 
tries and supplement Communist war production. 


BULGARIA 


Propaganda: The opening the Vienna “Peace Congress” 
was celebrated vigorous condemnation the West. At- 
tacks were directed against “US bacteriological warfare, 
atrocities Korea, warmongering the Near East, and 
preparations for aggression the Balkans.” 


Russification: Elections the People’s Councils heralded the 
further Sovietization the country campaign high- 
lighted eulogies Soviet achievements, and insistence 
the importance the Moscow 19th Congress. According 
official results, every Communist Party member received 
local administrative post. 


Budget Deficit: Pressure new wave 
local outbreaks which slowed collectivization standstill 
and aggravated economic conditions. Faced with budget 
deficit, the government launched compulsory State Loan 
which severely slashed farmers’ incomes, and despite poor 
crop, peasants were forced fulfill state deliveries. Further 


difficulties are sight: fall plowing far behind schedule, 


the Army has cut into civilian food supplies, prices are ris- 
ing, and the re-introduction food rationing expected. 
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Political Section 


Stalinist Sophistry 


THE VIENNA PEACE CONGRESS 


Peace opened Vienna December under the 


much-publicized Congress the Peoples’ for 


auspices the Kremlin-directed World Peace Coun- 
cil. For months advance, Communist activists hailed the 
Congress their most outstanding effort improve inter- 
national understanding. This claim was accompanied 
numberless declarations that Soviet aims are inextricably 
linked with world peace “which can and must pre- 
served.” Viewed realistically, however, the Congress was 
merely the latest series attempts build Soviet 
prestige both side the Iron Curtain. 

Like the other “peace meetings” which preceded it, the 
Congress was stratagem the cold war, and the thread- 
bare phraseology Stalinist dialectics sounding the 
halls the Konzerthaus only dramatized the gulf between 
Kremlin claims and Kremlin plans. 1950, the Soviets 
began their “peace offensive” with the Stockholm Peace 
Appeal, which demanded the banning atomic weapons. 
But, when the approved principle and submitted the 
Baruch Plan for international control atomic energy, 
the Soviets rejected it, refusing open their doors non- 
partisan inspection. Since that time, Soviet propaganda 
demonstrations have grown more frequent, and Soviet 
“peace offers” less impressive. The Vienna Congress fol- 
lowed closely the heels the Asian Pacific Peace Con- 
gress held Peiping October, and the November Berlin 
Conference for the Peaceful Solution the German Ques- 
tion. All three occasions were used sounding boards 
for proving Soviet good will denouncing the 
opponent peace. But concrete suggestions other 
than capitulation Communist demands were forth- 
coming. 

Several prominent themes dominated 
“peace” congresses and provoked multitude anti- 
West attacks. These diatribes dealt with policy 
Germany, Korea and Japan. Accordingly, “peace dele- 
gates” Vienna were instructed denounce the Bonn 
Agreement ruse for making final the partition Ger- 
many and for creating war center the heart Eu- 
rope. its stead, the Communists proposed drafting 
new treaty which would create unified, sovereign and 


neutral Germany.” Similarly, “peace delegates” con- 
demned the Japanese peace treaty inimical the in- 
terests China and the Soviet Union. They demanded 
that new treaty concluded “all interested parties” 
and that occupation troops withdrawn from Japan. 
And finally, “peace ambassadors” deplored the Korean 
War threat world peace and charged the with 
using bacteriological weapons and committing unprece- 
dented atrocities. Underlying this propaganda the Soviet 
drive for greater control Asia and Europe. Another 
Soviet aim revealed the peace congresses the increase 
East-West trade. While continuing the cold war, the 
Communists want obtain from the West materials badly 
needed for war industry. 


Speak Freely 


The purpose the Vienna Congress, explained 
Chairman the World Peace Council, Joliot-Curie, was 
enable all those who believe the peaceful co-existence 
different regimes speak freely that “reasonable 
solutions can found questions dividing the world.” 
Additional explanations, more clearly revealing the anti- 
West tone the Congress, were given other Communist 
spokesmen. December editorial, Scanteia (Bucha- 
rest) claimed that the Romanian delegation did not intend 
criticize the capitalist system nor affirm the “superi- 
ority” Communism. “The millions peace fighters 
our country are firmly convinced that the superiority 
systems must not affirmed destructive weapons, but 
rather practical achievements.” Scanteia then described 
what these accomplishments should be: 


“The danger war sits brooding the military 
bases with which the American imperialists have 
studded the globe. Delegates the Vienna Con- 
gress demand cessation this foolish armament race. 
lighten the increasing burdens the masses coun- 
tries where governments act only the interests 
American magnates aiming world 

the people] have gone Vienna 
demand the re-establishment international com- 
mercial exchanges and the constant expansion cul- 
tural relations important factor for understanding 
among 
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report statements made the Bulgarian delega- 
tion, Radio Sofia, December 10, expressed itself even 
more blatantly: 


world peace. are the Bonn and Japanese treaties, 
which once more give weapons former aggressors— 
West Germany and Japan. Other direct threats peace 
are the imperialist countries’ rearmament programs, and 
use atomic and bacteriological weapons which 
are openly directed against the USSR and the People’s 
Democracies. The time has come for the people 
listen the mighty and just voice the great Stalin, 
unite under his flag against the warmongers.” 


During the Congress, most the speakers carefully toed 
the Moscow line. Atomic scientist Joliot-Curie, who 
was dismissed 1950 from the French Atomic Energy 
Commission, reiterated statements made hundreds 
Communist meetings held during the past three years. 
demanded trade increases between East and West, en- 
dorsed the Soviet-proposed “peace pact among the Big 
Five,” and condemned the Bonn Agreement. Making 
skillful use Communist tactics, Joliot-Curie delivered 
implied attack against the speech allegedly de- 
signed repudiate the cold war: 


“If admit that peaceful co-existence possible, 
then must give the idea preventive war which 
exists some circles, and must repudiate the spirit 
the Crusades, liberating people who are supposedly 
enslaved, engaging upon allegedly divine mis- 


And subsequently, said: “Our intention arouse 
world public opinion the need finding ways 
strengthening the United Nations, and making more 
universal, that includes countries not now repre- 
sented.” 

Korean delegate the Congress charged American 
troops with committing atrocities and listed number 
gruesome details. The delegates gave her big ovation 
and carried her triumph from the hall. Ilya Ehrenburg, 
the Soviet writer, claimed that volumes could written 
interference the affairs other nations. Scores 
other speeches were made the same vein, although 
several discordant voices jangled this Communist choir. 
Italian delegate asked why Soviet Foreign Minister 
Vishinsky had rejected India’s proposal for ending 
the Korean War. British clergyman, Canon 
Harman, echoed these sentiments: 


“The cavalier dismissal Vishinsky the Indian 
proposals for truce Korea has caused bewilderment 
and sense hopelessness. Would possible for 
this Congress urge certain concessions these crucial 
issues order bring this frightful war end?” 


Canon Harman also suggested more lenient policy 
toward political offenders all countries. more 
peaceful approach political and racial minorities would 
much allay bitterness and bring about reconciliation.” 


However, most the addresses were censored and the 
Satellite delegates were closely watched Communist 
Security agents. Among those constantly accompanied 
Communist guards were Emil Zatopek, Czech Olympic 
champ, and two Protestant Bishops from Hungary. 
short, the Congress was controlled event, and despite all 
the fanfare and advance publicity about freedom dis- 
cussion, had little offer the Western World the way 
liberty. 


Albums Silk 


Preparations for the Vienna Congress were made months 
advance throughout Eastern Europe. National Peace 
Congresses were the main preliminaries, accompanied 
the usual “Stakhanovite work competitions” and “nation- 
wide celebrations.” The Communist propaganda machine 
geared itself giving full publicity all these events. 
Hungary, Szabad Nep announced September that 
view the Vienna Congress, local peace committees must 
increased threefold and that there must ten times 
many peace committee members. October Mag- 
yar Nemzet (Budapest) stated that meetings would held 
every large plant workers would learn conduct 
peace meetings their homes. And Radio Kossuth, No- 
vember 14, exuberantly listed national gifts the Buda- 
pest National Peace Rally, which took place November 
22: 

“At all railroad stations, diligent hands are painting 

signs hung trains carrying peace delegations 
[to Budapest]. These trains will take the Congress the 
most beautiful articles made the Hungarian people. 
The National Peace Council’s headquarters are al- 
ready flooded with albums bound silk and velvet, with 
beautifully embroidered peace purses, hand-carved boxes 
and chests. These gifts are sent workmen, peasants, 
intellectuals and students, honor the third Hun- 
garian Peace Congress.” 


so-called peace hymn written honor the Congress 
was broadcast November 17. The following verses 
emphasize that unity hatred the basis the peace 
campaign. 

“Comrades here and overseas, 

Your toiling sweat will bear peace, 

Your hearts can only love strong, 

hatred binds the world one. 

guard our peace are now ready 

With arms strong and hearts steady. 


From your sweat forged the weapon 

With which your precious life does threaten 
The cruel, hungry, greedy monster, 

The guardian the ancient order.” 


The 1,200 delegates attending the Congress sang this 
hymn before the official opening the meeting. The 
speakers included the head the Catholic Church 
Hungary, Archbishop Gyula Czapik, who, for the first 
time, was forced present peace rally. One 
the main addresses was delivered Tibor Meray, the 
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Political 


the 27th November Warsaw, jury finished debate peace placard contest conducted for the 
Vienna Congress. The jury was composed representatives the PZAP [the Union Polish Plastic Artists] and 
the PKOP [the Polish Committee for the Defense Peace]. Reprinted above are six the ten winners and 
honorable mentions, first prize was awarded. The placards, which appeared originally Przeglad Kulturalny 
(Warsaw), November 13-19, 1952, were all sent Vienna displayed the Peace Congress. 

Reading from left right the top row, the posters show bomb falling shattered house with “No!”; 
the second Korean boy and American bomber; the third has the word “War” Polish and crossed out. The 
bottom row placards are self-explanatory except for the one the extreme right which reads, More War!” 


“Peace Placards 
| | 
this 
first 
the 


Communist journalist who has written innumerable “first- 
hand accounts” the war Korea. quoted Szabad 
Nep (Budapest), November 25, Meray declared: 


“The plans the American Army and the American 
imperialists have never been defined precisely 
they were the following words painted the ruins 
shoot them and rob them.’ These words, 
expressing conscious depravity, reveal what the Truman 
and Eisenhower program practice, what 
means when the present bosses America talk chang- 
ing our form government and liberating us.” 


After Meray’s speech, bugles announced the entrance 
Hungarian youth, who marched singing the peace 
hymn. Young fliers came first and were followed 
members the paramilitary Ready Work and Fight 
Movement, industrial trainees and young The 
speaker behalf youth attacked the West and the 
group “Titoite spies” recently tried and sentenced 
death Budapest court (see page 10) 


“We are well aware the assassins and spies 
are waiting deprive freedom. hate them. 
This hatred burned our hearts during the trial 
the murderous Yugoslav kidnappers. The power and 
vigilance our people stopped these murderous hands 
and showed our enemies that they cannot threaten 
our peaceful existence without punishment.” 


Poland, preparations followed similar pattern. The 
newspaper Glos Pracy (Warsaw), November 27, stated 
that the German issue the Polish nation’s key problem 
the “struggle for peace.” Consequently, regime spokes- 
men explained the Communist position Germany 
throughout the country: 


“At meetings [in all parts the nation] members 
the Polish delegation [to] the International Conference 
for the Peaceful Settlement the German Issue are 
giving reports this meeting. resolutions the 
Berlin Conference, which almost European coun- 
tries were represented, the Polish people discern the 
[road] for Germans and all European nations the 
struggle for democratic, united, peaceful and sovereign 
Germany.” 


Polish youth organized “Bicycle Relay for Peace,” 
which began Warsaw and continued through Lodz and 
Poznan the East German border. There, the Polish 
team sent greetings East German youth, who transmitted 
these “messages” bicycle tour across the country 
the Austrian border. 


Another feature the peace campaign was the Con- 
gress Peace Defenders held Warsaw November 30. 
Thirty-two delegates were elected represent Poland 
the Vienna Congress. The delegation, composed mainly 
writers, scientists and Catholic activists working co- 
operation with the regime, was designed represent the 
entire nation’s support the Communist “peace pro- 


gram.” The Congress adopted resolution, which paral- 
lels those made other parts the Iron Curtain area. 
The following characteristic excerpts appeared Glos 
Pracy (Warsaw) December 


“The Vienna Congress will express the hopes and 
dreams mankind and find suitable means fight- 
ing the handful gangsters and maniacs who want 
start new world war. Our nation united com- 
mon effort preserve and strengthen world peace. 
This effort was best expressed the reconstruction 
our country, the formation the National Front, and 

“We will fight against the fraudulent lies war 
propaganda. will fight for peace Korea, and 
against the remilitarization West Germany. will 
support the just demands the German nation for 
peace treaty providing for united, democratic and 
peaceful Germany.” 


the Warpath 


Czechoslovakia, Radio Prague, December 12, broad- 
cast the following “peace message” its listeners: 


“You are all probably wondering what give your 
dear ones for Christmas. The best gift is, course, 
book. Today want tell you about several books 
the struggle for peace. They are Richard 
the Warpath; The American 
Gestapo; and Don The General Strike Great 
Britain 1926.” 


The Congress was publicized event which would 
not only show the strength the Peace Movement but 
also “reveal new roads traversed order prevent 
war once and for all.” late October, rally Czecho- 
slovak mothers was arranged “discuss” women’s prepa- 
rations for the Vienna Peace Congress. The meeting was 
attended delegates from West and East Germany. 
November 26, the pro-regime Catholic press reported that 
diocesan peace committees Prague and Brno had in- 
tensified activities, and November 14, another session 


the Peace Defenders Committee was held elect 
Committee 


Czechoslovak delegation Vienna. The 
found peace preparations unsatisfactory and passed 


resolution stating that all activities Czechoslovak Friend- 


ship Month must used for popularizing the Congress. 
“By using all means, mean particular the press, the 
radio and the films.” 


Publicity increased the time the Congress ap- 
proached. One article, printed Rude Pravo Decem- 
ber, misrepresented Helen Keller endorsing the Con- 
ference. Miss Keller called upon the editors Rude Pravo 


knew that she had repudiated the Vienna Congress 


November 28, “on the ground that was not peace 


movement but mask for the furtherance Stalinist 
propaganda.” Miss Keller’s statement sums the sig- 
nificance this long-heralded event. 
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THE SOVIET YOKE 


The flood Satellite editorials exalting the USSR 
one indication the Sovietization East European life. 
That Russia admired, emulated and adhered 
repeated often that one might suppose Stalin expects 
become the focus millions adoring eyes mere 
insistence alone. the Western observer, this constant 
reiteration numbing. But Kremlin influence per- 
vasive that neglect its manifestations would over- 
vital element Iron Curtain existence. The items 
below deal with the most recent highlights the Soviet 
adulation campaign—the 19th Congress the Soviet 
Communist Party, celebrations the October Revolution, 
and so-called Friendship Months with the USSR. at- 
tempt has been made give details the manifold fea- 
tures Russification; rather, our purpose explain 
some goals this current drive and present brief the 
main themes Kremlin propaganda. 


Since the October Congress the Soviet Communist 
Party, Satellite leaders have vigorously campaigned for 


adoption “Soviet methods” and study Soviet “experi- 


Stalin’s treatise Economic Problems Social- 
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the USSR, and the speeches the Congress are 
prescribed throughout the area the bases for all future 
work and have been added the curricula Party 
This harping the “teachings the Congress” 
isin part attempt give new impetus the Sovietiza- 
tion program the captive countries. also effort 
overcome complacency and whip 
Whether the Communists will succeed thus combating 
fagging militancy doubtful. Czechoslovakia, apathy 
continues hamper the regime despite this new “source 
inspiration,” and failures re-educating people along 
Soviet lines are still evident all fronts. For instance, 
Rude Pravo (Prague), November 12, lashed out Com- 
Budejovice for their negative attitude evalu- 
ating Soviet achievements. The newspaper said that Com- 
plant organizations deal with reports the 


superficially, omit important passages and make 
mention these reports conducting discussions: 


must make sure that reading material 
not merely formality and must help solve organi- 
zational problems correctly applying [these re- 
his return from the Congress, Comrade Gott- 
wald said: ‘Don’t postpone application.’ This was 
urgent appeal all us, particularly propagandists.” 


Inspiration 


Other items the Czechoslovak press illustrate weak- 
the Party hopes eliminate this propaganda 
this connection, Gottwald’s appeal activists 
not without significance. According the magazine 
(Prague), November 13, propagandists suffer from 
enthusiasm, and Communist speakers bore their 
showing variety delivering lectures: 


Political 


frequently attend meetings [in Postorna] and 
have the impression that all them are alike. First, 
the opening, and then the speaker, who rises, takes 
handful notes out his pocket and begins talk- 
ing monotonous, thundering voice, or, almost 
inaudibly. followed another speaker who claims 
does not want keep the audience too long and who 
repeats almost everything the first speaker has said. The 
audience bored, and either coughs falls asleep.” 


Furthermore, new material required keep alive 
meetings and workers need greater sense urgency and 
importance about their tasks. That inertia characterizes 
the present situation was noted Rude Pravo, November 
14, which complained that activists industria] centers 
give superficial instructions and assign inessential tasks 
interest workers and little help Plan fulfillment. 
Similarly, propagandists rural areas “try avoid work” 
claiming there nothing talk about: 


“Comrades’ requests for meetings [in Svihov] are usually 
answered members the following man- 
holds only one meeting month, despite the fact that 
the community’s uniform agricultural cooperative has 
serious difficulties and shortcomings which could rem- 
edied the Party organization.” 


Indifference prescribed Party schooling also preva- 
lent, and the regime hopes that stressing the importance 
thorough study the Congress, remedy will sup- 
plied. typical instance this neglect was reported 
Zemedelske Noviny (Prague), November which exposed 
the appalling conditions Stradov Library, now used 
granary: “Mice and rats from all over the community 
found lovely feeding place. They grew and multiplied. 
They amuse readers jumping around the library. They 
are now eating rare books, which apparently pleases them 
immensely.” 


With similar goals mind, the Hungarian press hailed 
the Congress “milestone revolutionary significance 
world history.” The leading Marxist theorist Hun- 
gary, Geza Kassai, declared that all activities must 
placed new basis accordance with Stalin’s treatise 
and the works the Congress. article published 
Szabad Nep (Budapest) November 27, Kassai revealed 
that academic institutions are one the main targets 
this program: 


“On the basis these principles must bring about 
changes our entire educational system. students 
are made study these works, will succeed elimi- 
nating ideological backwardness prevalent colleges and 
universities.” 


Bulgaria, hopes were equally high. Radio Sofia, 
November asserted that study the Congress will in- 
tensify the people’s political and economic activity. Fur- 
ther, the Party allegedly will gain greater self-confidence 
and impetus developing Socialism. make certain 
that the Congress “properly understood,” the Party’s 
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Reporter Visits Club 


List Employee Club Lectures 

Caption: “You will pleased, Comrade, know 
how many points have accumulated the 
[employee’s] contest arranging lecture program.” 


From Prace (Prague), November 30. 


Central Committee has set commission make “con- 
crete” suggestions about conclusions drawn from it. 
part this campaign, meetings and study circles have 
been organized throughout the country, and Party schools 
have changed their schedules that the works the Con- 
gress can thoroughly “discussed.” 


“The Crystal Cup Soviet 


One the theses hammered home all Satellite 
governments the “decline capitalism and the glorious 
victory progressive Socialism.” This theory was first 
formulated Zhdanov 1945, and has now been canon- 
ized Stalinist dogma. Typical most propaganda 
connection with the Congress was the November broad- 
cast Radio Kossuth, devoted exposing the schisms 
the West: 


“The American policy [of economic exploitation will 
not bring about] unity the imperialist camp. the 
contrary, will provoke hostility among Western coun- 
tries. his new treatise Stalin cautioned people 
who are misled and think that because West Euro- 
pean capitalist countries now obey American orders, they 
will always so. Stalin stressed that incorrect 
believe that the conflict between capitalism and Social- 
ism will automatically minimize the conflict between 
capitalist countries. Stalin [further] asserted that 
launching war against the Soviet Union rendered 
more difficult the fact that war against Socialism 
much more dangerous for the capitalists than war 
against other capitalist countries. war against the 
Soviet Union would imperil the very existence [of cap- 
italism].” 


Propaganda the Moscow 19th Congress was not 
unique its glorification the USSR and her leaders. 
Most Communist meetings are designed further the 
Sovietization Eastern Europe, and worship the Marx- 
Lenin-Stalin trinity established feature all holidays. 
This deification the Soviets the highlight so-called 
Friendship Months with the USSR, commemorated around 
the anniversary the October Revolution (November 7). 
Celebrations take the form Stakhanovite competitions, 
special sports events and “friendship meetings.” addi- 
tion, Soviet experts and cultural delegations visit the vari- 
ous Iron Curtain countries “impart their knowledge” 
and survey activities. This year, Czechoslovakia, the 
celebrations were given new emphasis which revealed 
quite clearly how far Pan-Slavism, used the Soviets 
tactical weapon previous 1947, has been replaced 
the cult Pan-Russism. Throughout the month, regime 
leaders supplemented their usual propaganda extolling 
Russian international language. November, 
Conference the Importance the Russian Language 
was held Prague and attended more than 1,000 Rus- 
sian language teachers from all levels. 
over the Conference was Minister Education, Arts and 
Sciences, Zdenek Nejedly, known former years the 
spokesman for Pan-Slavism. Nejedly sounded the prevail- 
ing note the Congress when said that the Czechs 
and Slovaks should become bilingual, should use Russian 
the “language the greater motherland.” The 
most Communist linguist Czechoslovakia, Professor 
Travnicek, developed this thesis further. quoted 
Rude Pravo (Prague), November 23, said: 


“We would betray our cultural traditions did not 
drink deeply from the crystal cup Soviet 
The [Russian] language worthy becoming our sec- 
ond mother tongue. Knowledge the Russian lan- 
guage our patriotic duty, the measure our devotion 
our beautiful motherland.” 


President Klement Gottwald sent message the Con- 
ference which described Russian the international 
language progress and freedom, the language 
all over the world: “It helps throw light,” said, 
our own future. The heart every patriot and worker 
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filled with joy when can get his knowledge from the 
source itself, knowledge the glorious way the Com- 
munist tomorrow.” 

The Congress sent similar message Stalin which 
stated that the Russian language had played vital role 
history: 


“How could forget May 1945? The burning city 
Prague called for help all languages. Only our 
call for help Russian was Yes, only 
when Russian songs and the Russian language echoed 
the streets Prague did know that our land was 
really free. More than 900,000 workers already 
have passed the People’s Russian courses, and 300,000 
more will have passed them [by the end of] this year. 
mass movement learn the Russian language. 
Long live the great, beautiful and mighty Russian lan- 
guage!” 

Situation Wanted 


Such eulogies were not limited the Conference alone. 
editorial November 14, Rude Pravo (Prague), 
contributed its share the campaign expressing the 
Party’s satisfaction with the progress made Russian 
studies. With exuberance probably not merited 
facts, the newspaper declared: 


“Boris Polevoj prominent Soviet author] has visited 
several times since May 1945.... 1945, one had 
convey one’s meaning through the heart rather than 
One year later, there were Comrades who 
already understood Russian some extent [but in- 
terpreter was still necessary]. 1948 Polevoj ‘could 
speak his audience [directly] Russian, although they 
had some difficulty understanding him. But today, 
Boris Polevoj speaks Russian, and beside him stands 


his interpreter—the only unemployed person Czecho- 
slovakia.” 


addition exerting pressure for general study 
the Russian language, the Czechoslovak regime has recently 
set special accelerated courses technical Russian for 
workers selected industries. Logically these industries 
would the first taken over the Russians time 
war. Therefore the workers’ knowledge the language 
the “greater motherland” and all its technical terms 
essential these plants are run smoothly under Soviet 
Army management. According the newspaper Prace 
(Prague), November 11, workers slated for these courses 
are recruited from the steel and iron industries, electric 
power plants, foundries, railroads, the heavy chemical in- 
dustry, synthetic fiber plants, and others similar na- 
ture. some the larger plants, specialized instruction 
has already started and great emphasis placed speed. 


The Sovietization program for captive countries also 
prescribes choruses praise for Soviet technical progress, 
Soviet democracy and Soviet world leadership. These re- 
quirements were fulfilled the 35th anniversary the 
Bolshevik October Revolution, holiday high the list 
occasions devoted adulation the USSR. Hun- 
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gary, exhibition was opened Budapest November 
called, “On the Road Communism.” This was dis- 
play intended prove that Soviet industry the most 
advanced the world. The exhibition contained pictures 
the Volga-Don Canal, the power works Stalingrad 
and Kuybishev, and similar model developments other 
captive countries. Factory and office workers were forced 
attend and study exhibits the Gottwald Iron Works 
Ostrava, the Palace Culture Warsaw, and the 
Chervenkov Power Plant Bulgaria. Deputy Prime Min- 
ister Karoly Kiss delivered speech the opening the 
exhibit which paid tribute the friendly relations 
between the Soviet Union and the East European countries: 


“The purpose [this] exhibition display the 
demonstrate how the Soviet people are building the 
glorious future the world. The road Social- 
ist building and culture, and the glorious future the 
world leads through Moscow. All [international] 
relations previous the liberation meant the subjuga- 
tion our country. Now relations between Hungary 
and other liberated people’s democratic countries and 
the powerful Soviet Union are established the basis 


Bulgaria, mass demonstration was staged the 
day the anniversary and followed huge reception 
the Soviet Embassy the evening. The entire Central 
Committee the Bulgarian Communist Party attended. 
Prime Minister Vulko Chervenkov sent congratulatory 
telegram Stalin, which was stereotyped expression 
sentiments voiced earlier the year. printed 
Rabotnichesko Delo (Sofia), November the 
read: 


“Today our people [have] demonstrated their inde- 
structible fidelity Bulgarian-Soviet friendship, their 
unlimited devotion and gratitude the Soviet Union 
for her generous help. Glory the genial teacher 
and leader, the best friend and defender our people 
and all peoples this Stalin.” 


Similar propaganda was issued during celebrations 
the 16th anniversary the Soviet Constitution. Poland, 
Radio Warsaw, December devoted entire program 
assertions that the Soviet Constitution example 
true democracy. The commentator claimed that instead 
limiting itself formal statements about people’s rights, 
bourgeois constitutions, the Soviet Constitution guar- 
antees their practical application and safeguards the peo- 
ple’s right work and receive education. Further 
contrasting East and West, the announcer condemned the 
Fascistification capitalist countries, and praised USSR 
international relations: 


“Almost every day brings news the progress the 
Fascistification capitalist countries. Police terror 
the US, insane American Gestapo—the FBI, the re- 
lease Hitlerite war criminals the persecution 
the working class interference elections—all these 
are symptoms this Fascistification. contrast 
bourgeois constitutions, which are principally nationalist 
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and which enable capitalist governments [to divide 
nations into the privileged and the underprivileged], the 
Stalinist Constitution deeply international, based 
the principle that all nations and races possess full rights 
and that they should take full advantage equality 
the economic, social, state and cultural fields com- 
munity life.” 


INTERNAL FOES 


The Communist for total obedience requires 
constant harangues against dissenters and frequent show 
trials expose the evil character enemies. This strategy 
affects religious, academic, economic and political life, and 
force and “persuasion.” accompanied terror 
Communist tactic which continues applied with 
increasing regularity. Hungary, the regime recently 
sentenced death group “Titoite spies” trial 
dedicated slandering Yugoslavia and the US. The Polish 
Government took action against members the clergy for 
“disrupting national unity” and revived its case against 
Gomulka, calling him imperialist spy. both countries, 
the pattern events familiar. What striking the 
persistence opposition and the Communist need wage 
never-ending fight against the people. 


Trial 


Hungary, six men were recently tried and convicted 
Titoite spies. According the indictment, the Yugoslav 
Secret Police (UDB), working with intelligence, fur- 
nished three the accused with American weapons, and 
smuggled them over the Hungarian border carry out 
espionage and terrorist activities. The purpose the trial, 
which took place between November and 16, was 
discredit Belgrade and Washington proving that both 
governments are conspiring against the “People’s Democ- 
racies.” The case was conducted typical Communist 
style: all the defendants “confessed”; the defense lawyers 
aided the prosecution; the verdict was harsh and swift; and 
regime propaganda dominated the proceedings. accused 
were variously described criminals, escapees, and sup- 
porters the former Horthy Army and “Fascist regime.” 
Those chosen attend the trial were factory workers and 
soldiers who, according Nepszava (Budapest), Novem- 
ber 16, “clenched their fists they were tightening their 
grips their tools and weapons defense their lives, 
their country and freedom. For the bandits, who ad- 
mitted their guilt, had ignominiously and stealthily 
plotted against our lives and peace.” 

The main defendant, Laszlo Balint, was described 
Serbian merchant previously convicted robbery and other 
crimes. After the war, Balint escaped Yugoslavia where 
was allegedly recruited for espionage activity Hun- 
gary. Balint confessed that upon his illegal return Hun- 
gary, had informed the Yugoslav Legation Budapest 
that his terrorist work had begun. Balint also admitted 


kidnapping Yugoslav exile called Verstovsek, “who had 


seriously injured himself trying escape.” 


Another defendant, Sandor Kenyeres, was also said 
have had police record. The prosecutor questioned 
nyeres about Yugoslav plans Hungary. Nepszava (Buda- 
pest), November 16, recorded his reply, which was clearly 
designed incriminate the Yugoslav Government: 


“UDB officers often spoke about their plans. They 
said that all Budapest bridges should blown 
the same time. Also, the Budapest subway. At- 
tempts were planned against the lives the Chairman 
the Council Ministers and other prominent per- 
sonalities. [The UDB] thought that people with police 
records were most suitable carry out these tasks.” 


Education Leaves Traces 


third defendant, Bela Raffai, was used illustrate the 
criminal effects “Fascist education typical the Horthy 
regime.” Raffai, former Army officer, was accused giv- 
ing the Yugoslavs military information and training 
exiles for anti-Communist espionage: 


“Raffai declared that was just eighteen when 
joined the Horthy Fascist Army. The education 
received there left its trace his way thinking. 
was opposed democracy. When attended the 
People’s Army Officer’s School, often made remarks 
betraying his anti-democratic feelings. Later, escaped 
Yugoslavia, where was thrown into UDB prison. 
There, submitted data the strength, weapons and 
location his company, and [gave] the Yugoslavs other 
information Hungarian military affairs. 
prison was taken the secret UDB camp where 
people are [trained for] espionage activity against Hun- 
gary. Raffai was made commander this camp.” 


Raffai also testified that last August had attended 
exile meeting Ujvidek which was arranged the Ameri- 
can Legation Belgrade. said that this meeting was 
broadcast for the purpose “slandering Hungary.” 

The three other defendants, Istvan Pupos, Janos Pupos, 
and Gyorgy Balint, professor political science, also 
“confessed” conspiring against the State. Boris Verstov- 
sek, the Yugoslav exile whom the group had allegedly kid- 
naped, was witness against the defendants. testified 
that Balint and Kenyeres had come his house posing 
Hungarian police, and had claimed they needed his assist- 
ance connection with another Yugoslav. Vertovsek said 
that the defendants intended take him back Yugo 
slavia: 

put him into truck, which they later aban- 

doned. they were making their way foot, some 
children approached.] Verstovsek’s captors warned him 
that gave them away, they would kill the children. 
[The group then] crossed the Danube rubber 
boat and pitched their tents the other side the 
river. The witness heard boats going the river, 
just off shore. Leaping from his guards, ran towards 
the river. But stumbled and was seriously hurt. The 
bandits carried him back camp, bound his hands and 
feet, and threatened kill him signalled for help. 
was released the State Defense Authorities when 
the brigands were arrested.” 
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summing the case, the State prosecutor stressed 
that the trial not only exposed the criminal character 
the defendants, but also revealed the espionage activities 
Belgrade and Washington: 


The sentence pronounced the court should 
serve warning every base terrorist spy that in- 
evitable punishment awaits Let this sentence 
also serve warning the depraved Belgrade and 
Washington bosses. Let them know that the peaceful 
people are strong, and will crush anyone who 
their work and peace.” 


The defense lawyers also contributed the case against 
Tito. They pointed out that the victims had been puppets 
the Yugoslav Government and were thus not entirely 
responsible for their crimes. However, the lawyers also re- 
ferred the defendants’ previous “criminal activities,” and 
“Fascist education,” thereby echoing the prosecution. Balint 
and Kenyeres appealed the court give their cases fair 
consideration the grounds that the UDB had coerced 
them and that they had been harmfully influenced the 
Western radio. The court sentenced five the defendants 
death and transferred Raffai the Budapest Military 
Court, where was also sentenced death. 

Nine days after the trial, the Hungarian Foreign Minis- 
try sent note the Yugoslav Legation Budapest de- 
manding that the Yugoslav Charge d’Affaires, Miljan Ko- 
matina, recalled for using the Legation espionage 
center. November 26, Komatina was ordered leave 
Hungary within hours. The Yugoslav Government took 
reciprocal action, and ordered the Charge d’Affaires the 
Hungarian Legation Belgrade leave Yugoslavia within 
hours. Radio Kossuth, November 29, denounced this 
measure “arbitrary and unjustifed.” 

Although the trial may create the impression that 
Hungarian Communists are trying suppress Titoite 
movement, there serious reason suppose that Tito- 
ism gaining ground Hungary. However, the testimony 
during the trial showed that exile activity Yugoslavia 
major cause anxiety the Hungarian regime. this 
connection, was reported late October that leaflets were 
dropped Transdanubia and along the southern border 
inciting Hungarians resist. That the Communist regime 
wants stop escapes Yugoslavia and increase vigilance 
the home front clear from propaganda issued all dur- 
ing the month. Other sources suggest that the trial was 
also designed combat passive resistance evident all 
branches production. means factory “hatred meet- 
ings” called denounce the accused, the regime hopes 
that some this sabotage will prevented. 


Polish Bishops Attacked 


Poland, three Bishops were recently attacked for try- 
ing ensure the teaching religion elementary and high 
schools. Although religious instruction still obligatory 
law, the Communists have tried subvert this program 
reducing the number teacher-priests and creating ob- 
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stacles new appointments. effort combat regime 
measures, Bishop Adamski Katowice and two his 
assistant circulated petition demanding that children 
receive religious instruction. Taking swift action, the Com- 
munist regime charged the Bishops with undermining na- 
tional unity and damaging the interests “People’s Po- 
land.” The pro-regime Catholic newspaper, Slowo Pow- 
szechne (Warsaw), November declared: 


“The harmful and irresponsible attempt organize 
plebiscite church offices and vestries independently 
all Poles who adhere the Church and her teachings 
false step which harms religion and national unity. 
[It must therefore] increase the sense responsibility 
those Polish Catholics who realize that the only way 
serve the Church Poland strengthening our 
ests which constitute the moral duty all Poles, irre- 
spective their views beliefs.” 


The newspaper admitted that religious problems still 
exist, but asserted that they can solved only through 
participation the National Front, organization sup- 
posedly symbolizing the unity all Poles under Com- 
munism: 


“The basic problem boils down the fact that this 
law freedom conscience, which the guarantee 
the People’s State for all creeds, executed impartially 
and objectively not only now but also the future. 
However, our concern this particular matter may 
best expressed through the medium the National 
Front.” 


This emphasis the Communist-dominated National 
Front the only permissible vehicle for political expres- 
sion was evident elsewhere. The Warsaw daily, Trybuna 
Ludu, November 12, announced that National Front activ- 
ists and other Communist agitators had met Katowice 
discuss future plans, and condemn destructive the 
action taken Bishop Adamski. “The aim this action,” 
the newspaper wrote, “was weaken the unity the 
Silesian community”. That the offenders were punished 
seems clear from subsequent information. broadcast 
November 26, Radio Warsaw reported that new Vicar, 
Philip Bednorz, was elected Katowice. This “election” 
indicates that Bishop Adamski and his assistants, Bishop 
Herbert Bednorz and Bishop Julius Bieniek, have not been 
permitted discharge their duties. 

Another incident the anti-Catholic campaign took 
place the Cracow district, where number priests 
were arrested the charge working for foreign intelli- 
gence. Radio Warsaw, December claimed that Public 
Security had exposed and liquidated this “spy organization” 
mid-November: 


“The organization’s criminal activity was facilitated 
the fact that some its leading members, occupy- 
ing high positions the Cracow Archbishopric, took 
advantage their positions conduct diversion 
against the Polish People’s Republic. 35,700 Amer- 
ican dollars and large sums other foreign cur- 
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rencies were found the headquarters the Cracow 
Archbishopric. Among those arrested were Rev. Wit 
Brzyski, Rev. Jan Pochopien, Rev. Boleslaw Przybyszew- 
ski, Rev. Jozef Lelita and Rev. 


Tried 


Difficulties agricultural academic institutions pro- 
voked other arrests and denunciations. Prosecutions 
kulaks were recorded throughout the month. One trial 
took place Poznan November where the District 
Court sentenced forty so-called wealthy farmers for “get- 
ting tax reductions and cuts their State quotas without 
justifiable reason.” The main defendant, Jozef Niespodzia- 
ny, who was sentenced twelve years prison, was de- 
scribed former member the underground organiza- 
tion, the National Armed Radio Warsaw reported 
that another defendant was the son local leader 
Polish Peasant Party. 

Anti-Communist activity universities another cause 
regime troubles. editorial this subject, Poprostu 
(Warsaw), November 13, warned that the more the enemy 
attacked, the more violent becomes. “He distributes 
anti-State pamphlets, tears posters off walls colleges, 
encourages disobedience and incites sedition. uses 
hood, and hypocrisy, preys the lack idealism, 
and encourages old habits rotten bourgeois morality.” 
The vehemence this attack indicates that Polish students 
have opposed Sovietization academic life and resisted 
State commands. 


Gomulka Denounced 


the political front, the Polish regime has renewed its 
assaults against Wladyslaw Gomulka, former Communist 
Vice-Premier dismissed 1947 and officially arrested 
1951 the charge “rightist deviation.” During the 
Slansky trial Czechoslovakia, Gomulka was mentioned 
one the imperialist agents Poland. The Polish 
press reiterated this charge several recently, 
which may signify that after spending several years 
prison, Gomulka will soon brought trial. One 
these attacks appeared Trybuna Ludu (Warsaw), No- 
vember 25, which commended the sentences given the 
“Czechoslovak traitors” and exulted the exposure 
“Gomulka-ism” Poland: 


“Our Party, headed Boleslaw Bierut, drew the 
proper conclusions from Tito-Fascist provocations 
which exposed the real nature Gomulka-ism. [Our 
Party] isolated and annihilated this enemy agency which 
intended destroy our system and rob our nation’s 
freedom.” 


Three days later, November 28, Gomulka was again 
vilified speech made Politburo member Wladyslaw 
Dworakowski meeting dedicated the memory 
Communist Marceli Nowotka, Soviet agent liquidated 
the Polish underground 1942. Dworakowski con- 


demned Gomulka provocateur within the Party who 
permitted the infiltration subversive elements such 
Spychalski. quoted Glos Pracy (Warsaw), Novem- 
ber 28, Dworakowski said: 


“The murder Marceli Nowotka was subversive 
act aimed destroying our young Party and creat- 
ing chaos, uncertainty and disbelief within it.... When 
Comrades Paul Finder and Malgorzata Fornalska fell 
into the Gestapo’s hands, the post Secretary the 
Executive Committee was occupied Gomulka, later 
exposed obedient instrument imperialism. Go- 
mulka, who hated the Soviet Union, wanted subject 
the working classes the leadership reactionary 
bourgeoisie and landowners. Under his protection, the 
Party and the People’s Guard were infiltrated such 
post was taken over Marian Spychalski, whose 
connections with Fascist spies and saboteurs were later 
exposed the trial Tatar and Company. But these 
traitors and provocateurs did not fool our Party.” 


Since the Slansky trial, the Polish regime has also printed 
several denunciations Zionism. speech Parlia- 
ment November 21, Prime Minister Boleslaw Bierut 
declared that ruthless fight would waged against all 
enemies and all “imperialist centers, they American 
30, Radio Warsaw broadcast the following attack con- 
structed the same lines the diatribes published earlier 
Czechoslovakia: 


“In Poland, Zionists cooperated with the bourgeoisie 

and faithfully supported governments which shot 
workers—Poles well Jews. From the beginning, 
enlightened Jewish workers fought Zionism its 
agents within the Bund. They pointed out that Zionism 
much enemy the Jewish masses anti-Sem- 
itism. Not for nothing Western radio barkers 
scream that striking Zionism symptom anti- 
Semitism. This outright lie. Attacking Zionism 
attacking anti-Semitism, since such attack directed 
against American imperialism [which Zionism serves.] 
the interests the Jewish working masses fight 
Zionism, Communists Israel boldly state.” 


GOVERNMENT AFFAIRS 


Recent government activities Eastern Europe reveal 
familiar trends Communist events. Romania and 
Bulgaria, elections described free, but clearly controlled, 
brought the Communists back into power with the usual 
“high” percentage “official” votes. The new Polish Gov- 
ernment also consists almost exclusively Communist Party 
members. Czechoslovakia, the Party being reorgan- 
ized along Soviet lines. Another step Russification the 
imminent reorganization Czechoslovak physical educa- 
tion. This change will limit the activities the world- 
famous Sokol, which was declared “unfit” develop 
physical training the Soviet basis. 
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Elections Romania 


The Romanian Communist press and radio issued veri- 
table barrage propaganda prove that the November 
elections the Grand National Assembly were free 
and democratic. Accent was “national solidarity,” and 
the so-called united front policy, symbolized the Popu- 
lar Democratic Front which sponsored all regime candi- 
dates. way contrast, Party spokesmen deplored al- 
most daily the plight the American voter who can elect 
only candidates sponsored Wall Street. However, propa- 
ganda during the actual voting only dramatized the fact 
that the elections were the usual Communist type, rigged 
the Party. 


election day, Radio Bucharest broadcast continu- 
ous commentary starting six the morning. The an- 
nouncer began describing the queues eager voters 
who had arrived a.m., and then gave this typical ac- 
count the proceedings: “The first drop their ballots 
the box were Stakhanovites from the Dinamo Works, 
lathe operator Mateica, now working for 1958, 
ber Albu, whose production graph 1957.” Simi- 
lar descriptions continued throughout the day. various 
intervals voters were asked explain why they had chosen 
the PDF’s candidates. One mother four children said 
that she had voted for the PDF because the Communist 
Party watches over mothers with many children. Simi- 
larly, sculptor, Barasky, said that had voted for the 
PDF because the “Communist Party’s concern for Arts 
and Peace.” Stakhanovite gave his reason, “the happy 
life enjoys under Communism.” The broadcasts were 
also larded with on-the-spot reports demonstrations 
throughout the country. Iasi, “people danced the 
voting places”; Cislau village, Brasov, group 
Pioneers presented the PDF candidates with flowers”; 
Baia Mare, the “voters started the polls procession, 
carrying portraits Stalin and other Communist leaders.” 


Naturally, all 424 PDF candidates were elected. How- 
ever, the electoral committees seemed have had diffi- 
culty making the final “count” and strange discrepancies 
were apparent official communiques the number 
registered voters. Provisional made public De- 
cember announced that: “There were 10,415,176 regis- 
tered voters [an increase 471,109 over 1950]. these, 
percent voted and percent the votes were for PDF 
candidates.” Final results, announced December 
gave different figure for the number registered voters, 
although according the electoral law, voting registra- 
tion closed days before the elections. The communique 
stated, with our italics: 


“Of the 10,574,475 registered voters, 10,353,459 [97.91 
percent] voted; these, 10,233,369 [98.94 percent] voted 
for the PDF candidates. 95.25 [0.92 percent] voted 
against the PDF, and 24,848 ballots were voided.” 


has been suggested that the 159,299 extra voters an- 
nounced the final results may have been Soviet citizens 
Romania who were “spontaneously” granted the right 
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vote, previous elections. this the explanation, 
clear that the Soviet citizen automatically considered 
citizen any the captive countries. 


special significance can attached the 120,000 
(including voided ballots) who voted against the PDF 
since totalitarian regimes always admit that small num- 
ber votes were not cast for their candidates. note- 
worthy, however, that while the regime conceded num- 
ber votes, there was mention whom these votes 
were for. emigre journalist has pointed out that “the 
Communist use the word against reminiscent the 
voting procedure Nazi Germany, where the electorate 
could merely mark yes the candidate question 
appearing the ballot. any event, apparent that 
the PDF candidates were the only ones permitted win, 
and that probably only PDF candidates appeared the 
ballot. What certain that the people were carefully 
watched the party and the police during the election, 
and that those who voted against the regime ran the risk 
being caught red-handed the process. Despite the 
claims made the official announcements, obvious 
that the actual results were far below the figure the regime 
would have liked report the Soviets, who were sur- 
veying the elections from the background.” 


Elections the Bulgarian People’s Councils took place 
December 14. Participation was obligatory for all citi- 
zens over eighteen who had the right vote. Previous 
the election, the regime waged intense campaign 
popularize the Communist-sponsored candidates, and about 
220,000 propagandists were active expounding the 
government’s program. article the importance 
propaganda, Rabotnichesko Delo (Sofia), December de- 
clared that its success depends not only the number 
lectures, meetings and conferences, but most all, the 
contents and persuasiveness the propaganda: 


“Activists must point out shortcomings and mistakes 
resulting from organizational failures. Concrete 
propaganda will bring about the complete isolation 
kulak elements villages. must have correct 
political propaganda order for the electoral campaign 
true school for the political education our 
workers the spirit loyalty the Communist 
Party and the Soviet Union and the spirit 
hatred for enemies Socialism.” 


Candidates were nominated local Communist organi- 
zations and approved district committee the Party. 
Following Soviet style, top Communists were candidates 
more than one electoral precinct. election day, special 
“electoral commissions” supervised the voting all dis- 
tricts, prepared the protocols the results and sent them 
the election division the Ministry Interior, which 
announced the final outcome. According the results 
made public December 16, 72.46 percent the depu- 
ties elected are members the Communist Party, and 
27.54 percent are allegedly independent. Actually, the 
latter are members the Fatherland Front, left-wing 
Agrarians and other Communist-dominated organizations. 
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Radio Sofia also announced that 98.83 percent the elec- 
torate voted 1.1 percent the votes were de- 
clared void. 


Polish Law 


November 22, the Polish Parliament approved the 
Government’s draft law. This law applies 
mainly common criminals and peasants and workers 
imprisoned for failing deliver State quotas violating 
labor discipline. The majority political prisoners will 
not affected this measure. According the terms 
the amnesty, anyone sentenced prison for one year pre- 
vious November 20, 1952, will have his sentence re- 
voked. Prison sentences three years will cut 
half, and sentences over three years will reduced 
one third. The death sentence will commuted fifteen 
years’ imprisonment, and life sentences will changed 
twelve years’ imprisonment. Radio Warsaw, November 22, 
said that the law applies particularly young people 
under eighteen. their case, prison sentences three 
years will commuted, while sentences over three years 
will reduced one half. addition, pardons will 
granted for crimes such the following: non-fulfill- 
ment delivery obligations livestock, grain, potatoes, 
and milk condition that these deliveries fulfilled 
December 31. Pardon will also granted for of- 
fenses against labor discipline.” 

However, “spies, terrorists, diversionists, saboteurs 
Fascist and Nazi criminals who acted against the public 
cooperated with the Gestapo will not pardoned. 
Neither will any person “who has committed offense 
against national economy appropriating socialized prop- 
erty exceeding the value 20,000 zlotys 

The law was proposed behalf the Government 
Minister Public Security, Stanislaw Radkiewicz, who 
revealed, implication, that its purpose make the 
regime more popular with the people. Radkiewicz said: 
“The moment the [law goes into effect] more than one 
half the people now penal establishments will re- 
leased. are convinced that such amnesty 
will have positive political and educational results.” 

the same day, the Polish Seym also approved the 
text new military oath. taking this oath, soldier 
pledges allegiance the Soviet Army and accepts the 
“people’s justice” the new “religion.” According 
Sztandar Mlodych (Warsaw), November 25, the oath 


swear steadfastly defend the freedom, independ- 
ence and boundaries the Polish People’s Republic 
against imperialist schemes, stand firmly defense 
peace, brotherly alliance with the Soviet Army, and 
other [friendly] armies, and spare neither blood 
nor life for the defense country, for the holy 
cause independence, freedom and the people’s hap- 
piness. forget this oath and fail loyalty 
country, may the hand the justice find 
and punish me.” 


November 21, Prime Minister Bierut announced the 


appointment eight prominent Communist leaders 
Vice-Premiers the new Polish Government. Marshal 
Konstanty Rokossowski and General Piotr Jaroszewicz 
represent the Armed Forces, Hilary Minc, Stefan Jedry- 
chowski and Tadeusz Gede represent the economic admin- 
istration, and Jozef Cyrankiewicz, Wladyslaw Dworakowski 
and Zenon Nowak are specialists Party organization. 
According emigre circles, these eight men and Bierut 
form the nucleus power Poland. 
The list Ministers the new government appears 
below: 
Minister Public Security Stanislaw Radkiewicz 
Minister Towns and 
Settlements 
Minister Industrial 
Construction 
Minister Fuel and Power 
Minister Finance 
Minister Communal 
Economy 
Minister Mining 
Minister Domestic 
Commerce 
Minister Foreign Trade 
Minister Foundries 
Minister Railroads 
Minister State Control 
Minister Culture and Arts 
Minister Forestry 
Minister Education 
Minister State Farms 
Minister Post and 
Telegraph Waclaw Szymanowski 
Minister Chemical Industry Boleslaw Ruminski 


Roman Piotrowski 


Czeslaw Babinski 
Boleslaw Jaszczuk 
Tadeusz Dietrich 


Feliks Baranowski 
Ryszard Nieszporek 


Marian Minor 

Konstanty Dabrowski 
Kiejstut Zemajtis 

Ryszard Strzelecki 
Franciszek Jozwiak-Witold 
Wlodzimierz Sokorski 
Boleslaw Podedworny 
Witold Jarosinski 

Hilary Chelchowski 


Minister Light Industry Eugeniusz Stawinski 
Minister Small Industry 
and Handicraft Adam Zebrowski 


Minister Machine Industry Julian Tokarski 
Minister Food Industry Mieczyslaw Hoffmann 
Minister Agriculture Jan Dab-Kociol 
Minister Justice Henryk Swiatkowski 
Minister Foreign Affairs Stanislaw Skrzeszewski 
Minister Higher Learning Adam Rapacki 
Minister Air and Road 


Transportation Jan Rustecki 
Minister Health Jerzy Sztachelski 
Minister Shipping Mieczyslaw Popiel 
Chief the 

Council Office Kazimierz Mijal 


accordance with the Constitution, the Ministers 
the Meat and Dairy Industry, Labor and Social Welfare 
will nominated the Council State some future 
date. Until the new appointments are made, the Vice- 
Ministers will exercise control over these Ministries. 

Only two ministerial posts have been given non- 
Communists: the Ministries Agriculture and Forestry 
are now headed members the United Peasant Party, 
which had four posts under the Cyrankiewicz Government. 
present, Democratic Party member has ministerial 
post. Four new posts have been created, and Polish Min- 
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tion, the Government has created two new ministries—one 


whose Ministers have not yet been appointed. Another 


Council Ministers. This was held formerly Jacob 
Berman, and since has not received new appointment, 
probable that will retain this post. 


Party Reorganization 


The Presidium the Central Committee the Czecho- 
slovak Communist Party summoned state-wide confer- 
ence for December and discuss political and or- 
ganizational work and draft new Party statutes. This 
reorganization the Party required not only domes- 
tic failures but also the Soviet Union effort 
gain greater control over economic and political affairs 
Czechoslovakia. For instance, article Moscow’s 
Pravda, reprinted Rude Pravo (Prague), November 17, 
gives evidence Soviet manipulation: 


“The Party organization Czechoslovakia has 
ceased meet the requirements the new situation. 
proved the exposure Slansky, Sling and 
Svermova, the imperialist agency has corrupted the 
Party’s power attraction and fighting capacity. This 
has taught Czechoslovak Communists that they must con- 
tinue strengthening the Party.” 


Rude Pravo has also published Communist analyses 
Party problems which show that the Party unable 
cope with its organization, accelerate industrial produc- 
tion reeducate the people along Soviet lines. The 
new reform will affect mainly those Party organizations 
industrial centers. According the new draft statutes, 
industrial centers will longer have local Party organiza- 
tions; instead, Party work will concentrated plant 
organizations, which will now have greater responsibility 
for production failures. Poor membership local organi- 
zations was one the reasons for this change, which 
aimed increasing efficiency. Rude Pravo (Prague), 
November wrote this connection: 


New plant organizations will established 
factories, workshops, municipal enterprises, state and 
cooperative stores, and offices. Comrades who form- 
erly belonged plant, e.g., pensioners, comrades 
living near plant, even when not working there, can 
members. This reorganization does not mean 
that the Party does not want some comrades. The only 
aim the more effective work Party organizations 
and the more effective use Party members 
more important places for building Socialism. 


This change cities will not affect rural areas, where 
all Party members must register village organizations. 
Members plant organizations residing villages must 
also register: 


“At present are fighting the battle for the Sociali- 
zation villages, for the collectivization agriculture, 


istries now total 35. The Head the Supreme Board 
State Control and the Chief the Minister’s Council Of- 
fice have been promoted the rank Minister. addi- 
for Building Materials, and another for Wood and Paper— 


post still open that Undersecretary State the 


Political 


for the improvement [farm] production. are 
fighting against kulaks. Workers and intellectuals em- 
ployed cities, and particularly those living villages, 
must help the Party fulfill these tasks this crucial 


discussion the new Party statutes November 
12, Rude Pravo emphasized that the duty Party 
members help introduce Soviet work methods, improve 
the quality and quantity work, and reduce production 
costs: 


“The new draft statutes state that every Party 
member must set example workers mastering 
the technical part his work, constantly improving 

and protecting common Socialist property 

and the People’s Democratic order. cannot 
satisfied when checking the activities some Party 
members. some cases, Communists not win other 
workers over progressive work methods; instead, they 
remain silent, because they not want adopt new 

“The capitalists had use force order 
make workers reduce production costs and improve the 
quality production. [In our country] workers and 
peasants must understand that now they are working for 
their own good, for their families and their nation. 
All Communists must consider how they can best set 
example other workers.” 


Sokol Activities Limited 


The impending reorganization physical education and 
sports along the lines Soviet fyskultura” was an- 
over Radio Prague December 12, Deputy Prime Min- 
ister Zdenek Fierlinger revealed that one the main 
goals this reorganization limit the activities the 
world-famous Sokol, established 1862 group 
Czech patriots for the purpose developing physical 
training. Since 1945, the Sokol, nation-wide patriotic 
organization, has been source trouble the Com- 
munist regime. Therefore, the future, Sokol activities 
cities will curtailed and taken over the Com- 
munist-controlled Revolutionary Trade Union. However, 
rural areas, where communization comparatively 
less-developed stage, the Sokol will still used carry 
out physical training. 


explaining the reasons for the new measure, Fier- 
linger said that “in the light past experience evi- 
dent that the Sokol much too narrow organization [in 
which develop] mass physical education. Therefore, 
must now give solid organizational basis those great 
types physical education [groups] formed during Sokol’s 
existence.” Fierlinger listed these other Communist organ- 
izations and explained the new setup was established 
proposed government bill: 


“[Besides the Sokol] there are sports organizations 
our Armed Forces, our police [SNB] units public 
and high schools, the Ministry Manpower Schools, 
and finally the Revolutionary Trade Union 


ial 


Movement, which has organizations workingmen 
plants, offices and factories. Under the new setup, 
Sokol retains important tasks. must supervise 
physical education village; and other places where 
the [Revolutionary Trade Union] has not organized 
physical education. Sokol’s tasks will educate 
village youth the close brotherhood all working- 
men. The new bill, submitted the National 
Assembly secures the unified State organization and 
control physical education and sports. This ac- 
tivity will carried out the State Committee for 
Physical Education and Sport which will directly 


Three days later, December 15, Radio Prague re- 
ported joint declaration the State Office for Physical 
Education and Sport, the Central Council the Trade 
Unions, and the Central Committee Sokol. This dec- 
laration indicated that the Sokol will severely limited 
its tasks: 

“No transfer membership may sanctioned until 
the new decision made public. Until further no- 
tice, the Sokol organization will abstain from making 
any decisions and from disposing Sokol property, 
except for the fulfillment previous obligations. 


The Party’s last attempt control the Sokol without 
effecting nation-wide reorganization was made the 
Ninth Congress the Sokol June, 1951. The Sokol’s 
shortcomings were noted that time General Ludvik 
Svoboda Rude Pravo, June 30, 1951. Svoboda said that 
Sokol had resisted the introduction new methods and 
sports, ignored Soviet experience, and had lukewarm rela- 
tions with factory Sokol units, with the Czechoslovak 
Youth League and other mass organizations. Julius Do- 
lansky, the Communist educational director Sokol, 
wrote Lidove Noviny (Prague), June 26, 1951, that 
“according the pattern set the Soviet 
are transforming the center our activities working 
places.” That the regime did not succeed eliminating 
“shortcomings” making physical education conform 
the Soviet pattern clear from the current reorganization. 


Government Changes Hungary 


Hungary, the Presidium the People’s Republic has 
top personnel and increased the number Min- 
isters from 29. According emigre circles these 
changes reveal regime attempt keep leading Jewish 
Communists out the political limelight. This policy 
attributed part Moscow’s current anti-Israeli pro- 
gram. 

November 16, the Presidium appointed five new 
Deputy Prime Ministers: Erno Gero, Imre Nagy, Karoly 
Kiss, Istvan Hidas and Arpad Hazi. Eric Molnar replaced 
Kiss Minister Foreign Affairs, Jozsef Gyore replaced 
Hazi the new Minister Justice, Joszef Tisza replaced 
Nagy Minister Crop Collection and Gyula Decsi re- 
placed Molnar Minister Justice. Hidas the only 
new man the Government. has recently been promi- 
nent public life, and was member the three-man 


delegation the 19th Congress the Soviet Communist 
Party. 

The increase the number ministers conformity 
the Soviet pattern. Exile researchers say that min- 
isters are becoming subordinate officials and that power 
actually concentrated the hands Prime Minister 
Rakosi and his deputies. The five-man Moscow-trained 
team now ruling Hungary composed Matyas Rakosi, 
Erno Gero, Zoltan Vas, Joszef Revai and Mihaly Farkas. 
However, only Erno Gero was appointed Deputy Prime 
Minister. Revai and Farkas retained their posts Min- 
isters; and Zoltan Vas remained Chairman the Plan- 
ning Bureau. Matyas Rakosi became Prime Minister some 
months ago. The fact that only two members this 
team, Rakosi and Gero, have been officially promoted, 
does not signify that the liquidation this group immi- 
nent. present, all five are indispensable Moscow. 
Revai still remains the regime’s chief ideologist; Farkas 
was appointed General the Army November 15, 
and Zoltan Vas recently took part important economic 
negotiations with Czechoslovakia. seems probable, how- 
ever, that this team being kept the political back- 
ground. 

The reshuffling was also done for administrative and 
economic reasons. government law recently abolished 
the People’s Economic Council, headed Erno Gero, 
and beginning December, the Council Ministers will 
take over the direction economic affairs. this con- 
nection, serious lags have been reported the Five-Year 
Plan, and the Ministry Heavy Industry and the Minister 
Construction, Lajos Szijarto, were recently attacked for 
negligence. Russian Control Committee visited Hun- 
gary last summer and found that Ministries were submit- 
ting false production reports. Gero’s visit Moscow 
October was probably connected with the Committee’s 
findings. Because these failures, purge the Commu- 
nist government now considered unavoidable. 


New Czechoslovak Ambassador 


December Radio Prague announced that Jaromir 
Vosahlik had been appointed the new Czechoslovak Am- 
bassador Moscow. Vosahlik succeeds Karl Kreibich, 
whose recall has not yet been reported and whose position 


and whereabouts are presently unknown. Last January, 


Kreibich left Moscow; March, wrote review 
for Nova Mysl; and September, 
gave lecture the October Revolution. However, 
that time, refugees Vienna reported that had been 
ousted from the Czechoslovak-Israeli Friendship League. 
Kreibich, who German descent, was leading. Com- 
munist before the war. His daughter his first mar- 
riage married Jaromir Dolansky, Slansky’s successor 
Deputy Prime Minister. Kreibich’s second wife, whom 
married after the war, Jewish. Kreibich was Eng- 
land during the war, and 1941 was appointed the only 
German member the Czechoslovak State Council, which 
acted the free parliament exile. this capacity, 
often made vigorous anti-Nazi and pro-Benes pronounce- 


ist 


ments. Nevertheless, Kreibich was kept the political 
background his return Prague 1945. worked 
for the Ministry Information, lectured, and represented 
the Czechoslovak-Israeli Friendship League, whose future 
now uncertain view the regime’s anti-Israeli policy 
demonstrated during the Slansky trial. 

The new Ambassador, Vosahlik, has been Communist 
Deputy Parliament since 1948. between and 
years old and said Communist long stand- 
ing and follower Gottwald. Vosahlik suffered mental 
breakdown 1945, which was attributed injury 
received building crash during the Prague uprising 
against the Germans. was later employed the re- 
patriation department Radio Prague, but was often 
unable fulfill his duties because drunkenness. was 
later transferred the Ministry Labor and Social Wel- 
fare. 

Radio Prague also announced December that An- 
tonin Gregor, Minister Foreign Trade since 1948, had 
been relieved his post. Richard Dvorak, one his 
deputies, was appointed his successor. Gregor, who was 
judge before the war, was known Social Democrat 
with strong Communist leanings. joined the Commu- 
ist Party 1945, and 1946 was elected member the 
Constituent National Assembly, where became Chair- 
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man the Legal and Constitutional Committee. The 
Communists rewarded him for his services appointing 
him Minister Foreign Trade. this capacity, was 
chief negotiator trade talks with the Soviet Union. His 
reports these negotiations were characterized praise 
the Kremlin. However, government spokesman 
matters foreign trade, Gregor carried out State policy 
obtaining approval all trade agreements with non- 
Communist countries. These agreements with Western 
countries were construed criminal acts the recent 
trial Rudolph Slansky, where Gregor’s deputies, Evzen 
Loebl and Rudolph Margolius, “confessed” damaging 
national economy such measures. 

The new Minister Foreign Trade, Richard Dvorak, 
known radical young Communist and one Gott- 
wald’s favorites. became member Parliament 
May 1948, and about one year later was appointed 
Deputy Minister Foreign Trade. After Evzen Loebl’s 
arrest 1949, Dvorak was promoted and put charge 
trade with the USSR and other Satellite governments. 
was also head the Ministry’s Secretariat and man- 
aged personnel matters. reported that Dvorak re- 
sponsible for all the purges which have occurred the 
Ministry since 1949. the Slansky trial, Dvorak was 
witness against Loebl and Margolius. 
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Economic Section 


Men Work 


THE "DUTY" WORK 


The exploitation labor, fundamental Communist 
control techniques, resorted with unending regu- 
larity the victim countries the Soviet bloc. Every- 
where checks and counterchecks ensnare the worker 
ill-equipped cage where ingenious stimuli urge, prod, 
and, whenever necessary, force him produce more and 
more faster and faster. 


Turnover 


The unwillingness the Czechoslovaks comply with 
all the regulations imposed labor emanates from 
natural desire uphold their working rights and privileges. 
Consequently, cannot eliminated governmental 
edict. With this mind, functionaries the Revolution- 
ary Trade Union Movement were recently called upon 
explain workers that their “right” work is, rather, 
“duty”. The union paper Prace (Prague), October 1952, 
wrote: 


“Some those responsible for labor turnover, having 
irresponsibly left their jobs—and there are many who 
change employers often four times six months— 
justify their behavior saying that they are, after all, 
free citizens the Republic and, therefore, can move 
around will. What important, they say, that they 
work all. Others complain about housing shortages 
the cause changing their place employment. 
This important task for union explain 
the people the meaning freedom, understood 
the Socialist man terms collective discipline, the 
idea necessity, the idea duty. must, the 
Soviet people do, learn visualize our goal collec- 
tive one.” 


The same newspaper published more immediate direc- 
tive September 1952: 


“The Cabinet has decreed that worker can 
hired unless his previous work relationship has been dis- 
solved. Every newly-hired worker must prove this 


notation his identification card. cases where 
has not been employed before (e.g., independent 
farmer) entering into employment, must have 
acknowledgment his former occupation entered his 
identification card.” 


Labor turnover its worst industrial development 
projects. The unfavorable conditions characteristic tem- 
porary jobs not only deter regular construction workers 
from taking them, but also make members “work brig- 
ades” cut their stay the minimum time they can get 
away with. Secretary the Trade Union Council, Josef 
Tesla, wrote Rude Pravo (Prague), October 1952: 


“Help from all regions the Republic urgently 
needed [for the Ostrava constructions]. have con- 
stant shortage labor, and many schedules are not 
kept. Brigade workers come the Ostrava region 
for ‘not less than six months’ required the 
government, but often for one month only.” 


The damage due labor turnover has been detailed 
Prace (Prague), September 1952: 


“In the first quarter this year almost 13,000 delib- 
erate changes occurred without termination employ- 
ment. Approximately 95,000 workers have changed their 
work during the first half the year. every change 
meant loss only four days work, the total loss would 
amount 380,000 work days. 


Absenteeism 


Another important deficiency present-day Czecho- 
slovak labor—failure work the required number hours 
natural consequence overambitious plans. Absenteeism 
has reached less dangerous proportions, according the 
same newspaper, September 1952: 


“We are putting into effect the powerful industriali- 
zation our People’s Democratic State. Absenteeism 
and turnover, however, are danger disorganizing 
our production. 1950, million work hours were 


through unexcused absenteeism and unpaid 
leaves. This represents roughly loss 25,000 workers 
per year. From 1948 1951, about three quarters 
million work shifts have been lost leave without 
pay and unexcused absenteeism the Ostrava-Kar- 
vina area alone. This represents the loss one month’s 
output for the entire mining area.” 


Minister Fuel, Pokorny, spoke absenteeism 
Miners’ Day—Prace, September 13, 1952: 


“During the first half this year the average ab- 
senteeism amounted 16.4 percent. During July, the 
average increased percent. During August, 
percent. Absenteeism proved strongest Saturdays and 
Mondays, amounting percent coal and per- 
cent bituminous coal, and reached high per- 
cent the Kladno area. Such degree absenteeism 
constitutes serious problem, and simultaneously 
indication the level our work discipline. 


One way trying repair the damage have the 
workers work Sundays, reported Rovnost (Brno), 
October 18, 1952: 


“In all pits the Rosice coal mining area people 
strenuously calculate and speculate how pay their 
debt the Republic fulfilling the coal production 
plan Zbysov during September alone bulaci 
term for absentees] skipped 374 shifts, that is, 
average (220 pounds), which they figure 
one work hour Zbysov—a loss box cars coal. 
Just because couple bulaci did not grasp their duties 
towards the Republic. The greatest share respon- 
sibility falls the brigade workers, particular those 
from Southern Moravia, and the young miners just out 
school. That one the reasons why, Oslavany, 
they will work three shifts Sunday.” 


course, precautions are taken make Sunday work 
look like something the workers themselves want. Prace 
(Prague), October 17, 1952, wrote: 


“For long time have been by-passing absenteeism 
our plants like hot porridge. Everyone knows that 
does Therefore, some comrades have made 
motion establish so-called ‘Comrade Court.’ Four 
those who skipped shifts, failed appear for the Sat- 
urday shift, left before the proper time, were invited 
the first session. The chairman explained these 
comrades the damage they had caused their absence, 
and how they are looked upon the rest the workers 
who work honestly, and have the Plan fulfillment their 
hearts. All conceded their mistakes. All four, one 
after another, pronounced their punishment themselves. 
One pledged himself make the skipped shift 
voluntary one Sunday; another volunteered for the 
so-called railwaymen’s shift. The chief foreman as- 


sumed responsibility for the fulfillment the four com- 
rades’ promises.” 


Nevertheless, such measures have backed even 
more vigorously. Prace, September 24, 1952, wrote about 
the situation the Zarubek pit the Ostrava area (one 
the largest) “The pit fulfills the Plan only occasionally.” 
Those who skip shifts are persuaded that their behavior 
incorrect. But, “the incorrigible bulaci, such Matej 
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Korduliak and Zdirad Mysak who had stayed home, 
without any reason, for more than days, and others like 
these, were denounced the police for penal prosecution.” 


Shortages 


September Gospodarka Planowa wrote: 


“During the first half 1952, the Plan was not ful- 
filled some branches industry. The main rea- 
son for non-fulfillment the labor shortage. Yearly 
increases employment outside industry, according 
recent speech Premier Bierut, were follows: 
1947, 329,000; 1948, 306,000; 1949, 520,000; 
1950, 490,000; 1951, 497,000. The expected increase 
for 1952 344,000.” 


the average, these increases are not disproportionate 
the natural increase population, which amounts 
about 400,000 year. But one must remember that the 
age groups now available for employment are less numer- 
ous due war losses and the needs the armed forces. 

Franciszek Blinowski, the vice-chairman the State 
Planning Commission speaking the Plenum the Cen- 
tral Council Polish Trade Unions, stated Glos Pracy 
(Warsaw), August 1952: 


“The increase persons available for employment 
1952 144,000 and the Plan provides for employment 
persons outside agriculture. these figures 
show, must employ 200,000 more people outside 
agriculture than the number available.” 


How does the Communist regime expect fill this gap? 
The problem has been thoroughly discussed 
lications, but the most comprehensive review was 
given Franciszek Blinowski the above mentioned 
speech. pointed out that there exist two large pools 
available labor: women and peasants. advocates that 
women should fill all places suitable for their employment 
industry, that jobs now filled men should given 
women and men moved elsewhere, and that women 
should given incentives encourage them join in- 
dustry. also stated that according the Plan, employ- 
ment women must increase 260,000. for labor 
reserves villages, Blinowski estimates that these amount 
300,000 400,000 persons year, but these numbers 
greatly diminish during the seasonal agriculture work and 
are concentrated primarily southern and eastern voievod- 
ships, places remote from the centers industry. 
repeated the opinion Boleslaw Bierut that labor increases 
cannot achieved voluntary recruitment, and advo- 
cated compulsory conscription. also deplored mistakes 
made during previous recruiting campaigns, which dis- 
couraged peasants from joining industry. False promises 
were made which were not kept, said, and work con- 
ditions and social benefits for new workers are especially 
bad. 

suggested that recruitment women and peasants 
not the only method which the Government could 
secure necessary labor, and that some labor could econo- 


mized improving industrial technology, increasing labor 
efficiency, reducing labor turnover, intensifying measures 
against and raising norms which have 
proved too low. 


Czechoslovak Claims 


According the report the third quarter 1952 
published the Czechoslovak State Statistical Office, and 
printed Rude Pravo (Prague), October 26, 1952, the 


same shortages not exist Czechoslovakia: 


“The constantly growing employment Czecho- 
slovak economy has increased further 5.5 percent 
compared the same period 1951. The number 
women employed has also grown 14.5 percent 
women make 34.6 percent the total labor force. 

“The plan for organized labor recruitment has been 
fulfilled 115 percent. considerable part labor 
has been obtained through labor turnover, whereas ac- 
tual sources, taken into account the Plan, have not 


Other reports appear contradict these boasts, how- 
ever, and describe the formation civilian and soldier 
brigades meet the demand: 


“Recently, the Plan has been fulfilled the Pokrok 
pit Petrvald, Karvina District. This could only 
achieved employing soldier-miners who represent ap- 
1952, the soldiers work separately. their output does 
not exceed the they receive only their normal 
wages koruny [20 cents] per day. 


Prace, October 1952, complained about the mishan- 
dling similar brigades: 


“More than 200,000 brigade workers have been work- 
turns the Ostrava region quite unnecessarily. 
Frequently people with luggage can seen the 
Ostrava railroad stations the vicinity large 
constructions. They are talking with great excitement 
—what are their claims? They declare that they will 
never come back, because they had been promised, when 
they were recruited, that they would granted apart- 
ments Ostrava, immediate down payment their 
salary, new clothes, shoes, and many other appealing 
things the irresponsible official the labor office 
whose main interest had been fulfill the district 
quota the shortest possible time. 


Women Workers 


the same month Prace (Prague) reported example 
women industry its October 16, 1952 issue: 


“First place among these courageous women belongs 
Ludmila Gabalova Rakvice [Southern Moravia]. She 
operates pneumatic hammer. Her husband em- 
ployed the armament works. When she and her chil- 
dren came live with him Brno, she decided that 
she too would work the same plant. present she 
working, the great satisfaction the foreman, 
the first woman-blacksmith. She working together with 
her husband. She heats and presses the cut casts while 


operates the hammer, vice-versa. Her achievements 
can serve example skilled workers who try 
evade such hard work and prefer easier jobs. 


Radio Warsaw announced November that Polish 
women, “following the example Walentyna Jakow- 
lewna-Orlikowa,” are now working deep-sea fishing. 


“Brave women from Darlow are now serving sea- 
going ships. fisherwoman, Maria Lukasiewicz, 
wrote cordial Comrade Orlikowa saying: “The 
fact that now fisherwoman and serve ships 
the Baltic Sea was made possible you. We, 
friends and often talked becoming fisherwomen 
but were always told that were too weak physically. 
Then read about you. And so, thanks you, 


Women Poland are also employed foresters and 
fire brigades. 

Nevertheless, strong criticism was voiced Zycie Gospo- 
darcze (Warsaw), September 19, 1952: “In many foun- 
dries, pregnant women and mothers work night shifts 
under hard conditions servicing heavy machines.” 


Stakhanovite Youth 


answer appeal issued earlier the month 
the Union Polish Youth, volunteer “for work mines 
and the most difficult posts the metal industry,” 
Radio Warsaw (in English for abroad), October 1952, 
declared: 


“Five thousand peasants from the province Szczecin 
have made request the Executive Committee the 
Union Polish Youth that they directed work 
the mines. letter, they stated that they realize 
that the steady development industry requires 
much coal possible. The Polish people are also using 
even greater quantities coal and, therefore, they desire 
work where they can give greater service the needs 
Poland’s national economy.” 


And November 1952, Trybuna Ludu (Warsaw) 
added: 


the best and most sacrificing young foremen 
the cities and rural communities declare their adherence 
the movement, expressing their desire undertake 
the most difficult work the metal and coal industries. 
Recently, new groups volunteers left Lodz, 


The Bulgarian daily Narodna Mladej (Sofia), October 
11, 1952, editorial entitled “Let’s Expand the Sta- 
khanovite Movement Among the Youth,” wrote: 


“At the [Stakhanovite] conference was pointed out 
that the members DUPY and all the youths the 
plant have worked seriously mastering the operation 
the complicated machinery with which the plant 
equipped. Good examples their assiduous work are 
the qualification and Stakhanovite courses. During the 
first quarter this year courses were organized with 
enrollment 262 students; during the second quar- 
ter—71 courses with 1,058 participants and Stakhano- 
vite schools with participants; during the third quar- 
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ter—69 courses with 982 participants and Stakhano- 
vite schools with 517 enrolled participants. 

very important factor unleashing Socialist com- 
petition and the Stakhanovite movement the good 
work DUPY with the engineering-technical staff. The 
youths consult the engineers and the plant administra- 
tion for all their projects and thus succeed assuring 
their active cooperation. 

“Secretaries and organizers the Central Committee 
DUPY, all the largest enterprises within the coun- 
try, organizational workers from regional and urban 
committees the industrial areas, guests and Stakhano- 
vites, attended the conference Dimitrovgrad.” 


were recently put work the Valea Jiului coal mine 
and the Hunedoara plant. 


spite these campaigns recruit young workers, 


Poland, least, many young people still remain jobless— 
Sztandar Mlodych (Warsaw), November 19, 1952: 


“Every day many young people come Warsaw 
search work. One sees them the streets and the 
railway stations, where they spend their nights. Nobody 
bothers about them—they must rely their own re- 
sources. They always apply the Employment 
Office. But worker, who discovers that his requests 
are unsuccessful, begins look for work, wandering 
from one factory another, forgetting about the Em- 


ployment Office. This situation also prevails other 
cities.” 


Restrictive Decree 


While appeals youth are being made Poland and 
Bulgaria, Decree 100/1952 XI. issued the Hungarian 
Council Ministers and made public November re- 
veals that industrial trainees are effect bound their 
place work. The weekly Szabad Fold pub- 
lished the following section the decree: 


article entitled “Storm-Worker Brigades Every 
Plant” Sztandar Mlodych (Warsaw), November 18, 


1952, described new method Stakhanovite competition 
Poland: 


“Industrial trainees who violate the discipline their 
working places arbitrarily terminate their training, 
cause serious damage the State. For this reason, the 
Council Ministers decrees that the trainee and his 
parents are held liable for repayment training ex- 
penses fined the training arbitrarily termi- 


breach discipline absenteeism. The average fine 
1,500 forints.” 


expert industrial training who fled Austria 


the end November comments the significance the 
decree: 


“In Communist Hungary instruction industrial 


the final quarter the third year the 
Six Year Plan when all forces must mobilized for the 
increase our efforts, order overcome difficulties 
every plant, pioneer storm-workers brigades are being 

“Every brigade works after normal working hours and 
after fulfilling the usual quotas. Members these pio- 
neer brigades are ready answer all calls the ZMP 
Committee management remaining work under 
the supervision ‘brigadier’. The first groups 
these brave workers have already begun 


make this movement popular all factories, foun- 
dries and mines, and “achieve results,” “pioneer control 


posts” have been established wherever storm brigades have 
been set up. 


trainees, youths from the age 18, carried 
large institutions. Such institutions, ‘student towns,’ 
have been established Csepel connection with the 
Matyas Rakosi industrial plant, Mohacs the coal 
mines, and connection with the new heavy industrial 


“Members these posts will exercise super- 


plant Sztalinvaros, the pride the regime. During 
the training period, the students work hard assistants. 
Their monthly pay 344 forints. Most them have 
been forced the local Party Councils enter these 
institutions where their energy exploited the limit 


vision (after their usual duties are over) checking 
attendance work, exposing idlers, cooperating with 
management and Party organs. Thus they will 


able prevent any subversive activities and check 


and from which large numbers have been escaping re- 
cently. view the fact that the average monthly 
income most their parents five seven hundred 
forints, the demand 1,500 forints compensation 
places the parents children wishing free them- 


Stakhanovite 


escaped Romanian who was former civil servant 
and accountant the Bucharest State enterprises, tells 
the way which Stakhanovites are made: 


selves from these forced labor camps, desperate situ- 
ation. The decree the Council Ministers turns the 


institutions for industrial training into virtual prisons 
for the unfortunate inmates.” 


also reported from Romania that youths young 
14, usually from “reactionary” families, are regularly re- 
cruited for heavy labor. They are selected town mayors 
who draw lists names and send them the General 
Direction Labor Reserve headquarters Bucharest. 
Contingents boys ranging from years age 


“The Elena Pavel textile factory, located #91 
Dristorulni Street Bucharest, has had cause for con- 
cern. While seemingly all the factories the area were 
sprouting Stakhanovites large numbers, not one 
single worker there could qualify for that title. The 
Communist-run trade unions the factory called count- 
less meetings and agitators spoke with much feeling 
about the superb achievements the superhuman 
Soviet workers who consistently develop new methods 


work and who consequence achieve incredible 
results. 


NENI VAS TAKE TAK? 


Kreslil Reichmann 


Title: Have you experienced this too? 
Legend bulletin board: Socialist Competition 
Caption: “How competition your plant?” 
“Somebody from the management plant council 
might able tell you.” 
“Don’t you work here?” 
“Oh yes, do, but workers don’t know anything 
about that.” 


Svet Prace (Prague), December 1952 


“The factory walls, both inside and out, are covered 
with slogans printed large red letters, reading: ‘Adopt 
Soviet Working Methods And Become Stakhanovites!’, 
‘If You Become Stakhanovite, You Become Builder 
Our Socialist Fatherland!’ and Time, 
Avoid All Waste, Take Care Your And 
You, Too, Will Become Stakhanovites!’ 

“The workers read the slogans, listen the propa- 
ganda Communist achievements, note the names 
Soviet workers who supposedly work looms 
simultaneously, but the rhythm work the Elena 
Pavel factory has not increased. Recently, however, 
something mysterious seemed afoot the factory. 
Foreman Gheorghe Stefanescu was invited the Per- 
sonnel Office, where was instructed overhaul 
certain number looms Room 

“One the workers addressed his comrades the 
next meeting follows: have listened all that has 
been said and believe that all the workers would like 
Stakhanovites, but this not possible because the 
looms are made scrap iron and break down about 
times day. would like achieve and exceed the 
norm but with the inferior tools our disposal, this 
impossible. constantly call foreman Stefanescu 
help out with breakdowns, but while repair- 
ing one machine three four others out order. 


Give tools and shall glad become Stakhano- 
vites and earn more money.’ 

“The speaker was approved all present and then 
woman-worker, Gherghina Serban said: ‘We have just 
heard the reasons why cannot become Stakhanovites. 
Personally, not agree. Neither the looms nor the 
bad quality the thread are responsible. Let criti- 
cize ourselves and shall see that the faults are with 
us, not with the machines. The flax and cotton threads 
are excellent. The raw material from which the thread 
made comes from the Fatherland Socialism. There- 
fore, could not inferior. are more careful 
arranging the threads, they will not break. But in- 
stead looking their machines, many comrades keep 
looking out the window, chat, think other 
things and suddenly they find the thread broken en- 
tangled. Then time lost disentangling it. Who 
blame for this waste time not ourselves? 
for the looms, they are excellent, but not take 
care them. Machines are like men, they must 
looked after. 

Planted Pledge 

“Many the comrades forget that the factory 
ours; longer work for the boss, Birman, the 
exploiter, but for the mass Those who 
fail understand this, have assimilated neither the 
Communist doctrine, nor Soviet methods work. 
the workers lost less time and left everything ready for 
the following team, could deliver larger quantities 
textiles for the working classes. could even be- 
come equal our Soviet comrades, and Maria Cinca 
concerned, undertake, your presence, improve 
methods work and work five, 10, looms 
once.’ 

“On the following day, Ghergina Serban was put 
work looms which had been overhauled foreman 
Stefanescu. She came hour earlier work, was 
given the best cotton thread and seven when 
the factory siren was sounded and the workers were ar- 
riving, Ghergina’s six looms were humming busily and 
did not stop the entire day, with the result that she ex- 
ceeded the norm 25%. few days later, she was given 
four more looms, all put into perfect condition the 
foreman, and she then worked looms together. While 
her looms functioned perfectly, her neighbor’s looms 
were constantly breaking down. Several the workers 
complained that she had been given the best looms, 
that spare parts had been taken from theirs for hers, 
but these complaints were ignored. pay day, Gherg- 
hina’s salary was triple that her comrades. Foreman 
Stefanescu constantly watched her machine, for 
would held responsible this Communist demon- 
stration failed. 

“At the end the month, Ghergina Serban was de- 
clared the ‘Stakhanovite Worker’ the Elena Pavel 
factory. few months later she was given the ‘work- 
medal.’ The factory workers made fun these 
Communist antics, knowing that the title Stakhano- 
vite was reserved for collaborators, not for conscientious 
workers who have time for Communist propaganda. 
Moreover, the workers have intention forcing 
themselves excess work, which would way 
benefit them. 
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“This the customary method employed the Com- 
munists create This how the 
workers the Galati naval site who put 6,500 rivets 
per day became Stakhanovites; this the path followed 
Maria Cinca the Bumbacul factory, the miners 
Lupeni and many others.” 


Soviet Methods Albania 


August 1952, Radio Tirana broadcast speech 
the President the Central Council the Albanian 
Trade Unions, delivered the Third Congress the 
ATU, which reported the general labor situa- 
tion that country: 


“The worker constantly taking more active part 
production and labor problems. 1949, only 20,000 
workers and slightly less than 100 Collectives took part 
Socialist competitions. the first half this year, 
53,910 Collectives took part. During the same period, the 
number shockworkers increased from 2,304 21,704. 
Albanian Stakhanovites are the promoters Soviet meth- 
ods, which are now applied various branches 
the Albanian economy involving 15,500 workers. From 
1951 May 1952, almost 300 innovations and rationali- 
zations were applied, saving million leks. For the first 
time national conference Stakhanovites will or- 
ganized this year further the movement. 

“During the past few years more than 11,000 workers 
have qualified [technical courses] and 5,000 others 
have increased their technical knowledge. During the 
Five Year Plan, 8,500 technicians (medium grade) and 
54,000 qualified workers will trained. 

“The living conditions the workers are constantly 
improving. Unemployment has completely disappeared. 
1955, the average annual wage will percent 
higher for workers and percent higher for employees 
than 1950. Since the second Congress, the material 
foundations for the education the masses have been 
increased and the amateur artistic movement has been 
expanded and improved. The trade unions now have 
523 artistic groups comprising 5,181 amateurs. Evening 
schools were attended 2,145 workers this year—a much 
higher figure than last year. 

“The physical training and sports movement widely 
followed among the workers. The PUNA sports society 
has 18,445 members and 354 sports grounds. There are 
1,184 trade union organizations, with total membership 
88,105. The network activities includes 17,049 per- 
sons, and becoming the main support for the imple- 
mentation the work the trade unions. Last year 
9,068 activists attended 


The influence Soviet methods was reiterated 
broadcast summary the following day: 


“Speaking about increased efficiency and the applica- 
tion Soviet methods, Peci, Minister Mines, 
told the Congress that using rapid drilling methods, 
workers the Petroleum Combine were able, the 
first six months this year, exceed the planned out- 
put for the last year the Five Year Plan. Qamil Pesh- 
qeshi, the delegate the workers this large combine, 
stated that among oil workers who lead the Stakhanovite 
movement Albania, movement now growing 
fulfill the Five Year Plan four years. percent the 
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tak daleko, dali precovni- 


the above cartoon from Svet Prace (Prague), September 21, 
the explanation reads: “In some plants the functionaries the 
Revolutionary Trade Movement went too far misunderstanding 
Socialist competition and their laxity, they drew lots de- 
termine who were the best workers.” The caption reads: “Hur- 
rah, more trouble!” 


workers this combine have been proclaimed ‘shock 


The newspaper Puna (Tirana), August 15, 1952, also 
printed article “famous” Stakhanovite the coal 
mines: 

have now put into practice many methods 
the Soviet Stakhanovites who have enlightened 
fulfilling the Five Year Plan. All our miners already 
know the Soviet system drilling holes the conical 
form the mines, 

“Recently, helped Soviet engineers, have put 
into execution the most recent Soviet method, ‘Llave.’ 
With this system, advanced from cars coal, which 
was ordinarily able handle, and very soon easily 
managed This was simple. did not dig coal 
before, front and through the chimneys, but 
followed the vein the coal strata. this way work 
extended along the strata and went from corridor 
corridor. After every short advance, the sides the cor- 
ridor which had been dug were strongly reinforced with 
wood and stone walls. this manner the working place 
was larger and wider and avoided the danger gas. 
With this method, also, the transportation the coal 


And the Albanian Telegraph Agency noted August 
30, 1952: 


school for Stakhanovites and civil engineers was 
opened Tirana train instructors for the new Stak- 
hanovites schools being organized various centers 
the capital where dwellings are being built. New Soviet 
methods are being taught this school. Four new 
Stakhanovite schools were recently opened Tirana. 
Such schools will soon found throughout the country.” 


Resolution Overtime Work 


Hungary, Nepszava (Budapest), November head- 
lined resolution overtime work, “The Council Min- 
isters’ and the National Council Trade Union’s Resolu- 
tion Overtime, and Work Performed the 
Weekly Day Rest and Holidays:” 


Regulation Overtime. 


“One person may work maximum eight hours 
overtime one month. exceptional cases, the 
basis individual corsideration joint request the 
manager and the trade union organization the con- 
cern, and with the approval the general management 
the appropriate trade union, the appropriate minister 
may raise the number overtime hours permitted 
twelve per month. 


“Permission for extended overtime work valid for 
one quarter year and the general management 
the trade union must give approval within eight days 
after receiving the request. 


“Within the permitted limit eight overtime 
hours monthly, the manager the concern may order 
overtime work (with the approval the plant trade 
union organization) only the following cases: (a) 
case unexpected troubles the water, gas, electric 
supply, the drainage system, transportation, mail, 
telephone telegraph service, provided said troubles 
hamper regular operations the above services. (b) 
order complete work that has been started and which 
could not completed within the regular work-hours 
because unforeseen difficulties, provided that discon- 
tinuation work would cause loss material and 
harm machines. (c) order repair machines 
other equipment, provided that discontinuation work 
would hamper delay the work considerable num- 
ber workers. (d) case seasonal temporary 
work, discontinuation which would cause considerable 
losses. 


“The director may order overtime work exceeding the 
monthly eight twelve hours, without the permjssion 
the plant trade union organization, the following 
cases: (a) order prevent (or case of) accident 
natural disaster. (b) order eliminate unex- 
pected defects which otherwise would cause serious losses. 
(c) order unload freight cars arriving after regular 
workhours. 


“The manager the concern and the plant trade 
union organization must submit the appropriate min- 
ister and the management the appropriate trade union 
respectively, monthly reports the reasons for and the 
number extraordinary overtime hours. Overtime work 
may ordered only the basis overtime permit. 
The overtime permit must signed the manager 
the concern (or his representative) and the representa- 
tive the plant trade union organization. Should the 
plant trade union organization refuse sign the over- 
time permit, the manager the plant may appeal the 
regional committee the trade union, and from there 
the general management the trade union; the deci- 
sion the latter final. 


Weekly Day Rest and Holidays. 


“As rule, work not permitted the weekly day 
rest and holidays. Plants (stores, work places) usually 
operation these days, excepted. 


Conclusion. 


“The present resolution becomes effective January 
1953. 

“The execution the resolution controlled 
the ministries and trade unions. The trade unions 
must report the respective ministries any breach 
rules detected the execution the resolution and 
simultaneously submit proposals for any retaliatory meas- 
ures adopted. criminal court will try persons 
who violate evade the provisions the resolution 
their action comes under the jurisdiction this court, 


other cases disciplinary action must taken against 
them.” 


Recently the regime has made frequent attempts re- 
duce overtime work, partly eliminate excesses and 
stop the workers from supplementing their meager wages 
overtime pay. Other reports indicate that workmen 
leaving their place work without permission are treated 
more leniently than they used be. While the begin- 
ning the year workman who quit his job without per- 
mission was subject one even two years’ imprisonment, 
recent months managers have frequently given work- 
men permission leave without any further ado. 

Trud (Sofia), September 25, also published article 
entitled “The Extra Working Time,” 
which called attention existing overtime regulations (see 
July issue, 1952, 33) and complained worker-exploita- 
tion Bulgaria: 


“Even after the promulgation the Labor Code, the 
practice the past—to exploit the workers illegally 
forcing them work overtime—still continues some 
enterprises and offices. The workers the Sovbolstroi 
construction enterprise engaged building the Lenin 
metallurgical plant have worked overtime without legal 
permission and without being paid. The same situation 
exists the Anton-Yugov [Sofia] plant, the Stalin-Dimi- 
trovo plant, and the photo-department the Bulgarian 
Film Industry enterprise [Sofia]. The workers the 
Sofia branch the state enterprise, State Supply, have 
not been paid for overtime contributed during the 
months May and June.” 


Latvian Trade Unions 


Various refugee reports explain the present relationship 
between the workers and their unions Latvia: 


“There are 400,000 trade union members. For fear 
losing social benefits, all workers join the unions. Dur- 
ing sickness non-union worker receives only half the 
benefits granted union members. The workers consider 
trade unions institutions rendering assistance fac- 
tory management. Their main tasks are raising produc- 
tion and planning ‘Socialist competitions.’ Unions are 
supposed guard the workers’ interests, but very sel- 
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dom union representatives instigate improvements clothes are distributed early April. However, 
for fear getting bad terms with the factory man- less than two weeks ago, the management supplied the 
agement. solving economic and social problems, the workers with only one pair dungarees; things stand 
worker gets union assistance. result, workers now, winter clothing probably issued the 
pay their union dues only because they not want workers all.” 

lose social benefits, but show interest union activi- 

ties. Union meetings are rarely called. All decisions are November 23, 1952, the printed 
made the executives themselves. way are union story from Plovdiv, under the “Indifference the 
members able exercise influence upon the executives. Needs the Forest Workers” 


one plant, meeting was called for months. The 
unions have very large and bureaucratic staff. Top ex- 
ecutives are Russians. Moscow trade unions often send 
auditors check the activities the Latvian trade 
unions and clear that the Latvian trade union pol- 
icy decided Moscow.” 


“The workers’ collective the Forest-Industrial enter- 
prise Plovdiv was left without any cheese during the 
entire month October due the negligence the 
cooperative which failed obtain the allotted 100 kgs. 

“Since the beginning the year, the workers have 
had meat only once and only kgs. vegetables 
Neglect [There are workers]. The supply such other 
foodstuffs olio, halvah and macaroni the 


Latvia, now harvest over, large numbers October 18, 19, and 20, the workers were left with- 

peasants are ordered prepare timber hundreds kilo- out anything except bread very poor quality. 
metres from their homes. Each peasant assigned specific Sleeping quarters consist temporary sheds without 
amount work which must completed before beds mattresses. 


permitted return his kolkhoz. Living conditions are 
very primitive and barracks are not equipped with sanitary 
facilities. Timber being cut extensively and shipments The Czechoslovak Home Service broadcast information 
from Latvia help meet the needs the Donbas mines the new income tax rate reductions Novem- 
and, large extent, those Soviet construction. ber 12, 1952: 


Taxes 


November 27, Sovetskaja Latvija, (organ the Latvian 
Communist Party) published editorial Russian criti- 
cizing present conditions: 


“Last year’s mistakes are being repeated [such as] 
improper care living conditions. Poor technique 
responsible for the failure meet October require- 
ments time. Again this year, peasants arrived 
timber stations from distant villages. There excuse 
for barracks being located eight ten from the 
place 


Similar criticisms were published the Bulgarian news- 
paper Trud (Sofia), October 1952, concerning the col- 
lective labor agreement the State forest camp near the 
city Tolbuhin (formerly Dobritch) 


“According the collective agreement, the admin- 
istration obliged pay the salaries the workers 
the 4th and 18th each month. However, this obliga- 
tion not being met. Workers are forced wait for 
their salaries, sometimes days. The State Man- 
agement also obligated guarantee shelter workers 
going out designated work areas, some which are 
miles away from the city. This obligation also not 
being met. Workers are forced sleep the forest 
the open, result which many have contracted 
serious illnesses. 

“The agreement stipulates that management must set 
canteen and serve hot meals the workers. Thus 
far, management has not even bought kitchen utensils 
and canteen inventory. Nor has hired cook and 
canteen manager. Cooking done the only available 
pan some the women workers who cook the same 
kind meal all times. 

“Article the collective agreement obliges the man- 
agement supply the workers with summer and winter 
clothing and heavy pair leather sandals. Summer 


“The new income tax being discussed Parliament 
will differ substantially from that previously force. 
The steep rise rates which the past resulted tax- 
ing away percent the gross income those 
the high income brackets will now eliminated. 

“This alteration has become necessary because the 
great changes our economic life has undergone. 
There are now high incomes without merit, situa- 
tion which the old tax was designed correct. the 
contrary, the rising productivity labor brought about 
rise some workers’ wages which placed them dis- 
proportionate tax brackets. 

“In order avoid such situation, parts their 
wages such payment for overtime work, efficiency 
bonuses, the greater part piecework were declared tax- 
free. This solution was unsatisfactory. many instances, 
freed very high wages some branches industry 
while low income workers other industries had pay 
regular taxes. 

“There were other shortcomings office workers 
were almost fully affected. Thus, became customary 
pay extraordinarily high salaries order provide, 
after the deduction taxes, payment corresponding 
work performed. 

“The old tax system also exerted unfortunate influ- 
ence the growth the worker’s intelligentsia, for 
many workers refused accept jobs requiring greater 
skill where their income would actually lower after 
taxes. 

“All these shortcomings will eliminated the new 
tax which will cover the total income all working 
people. However, the problem high-salaried office 
workers will have solved. Salaries, raised view 
the old tax system, would taxed much lower 
rate and income would rise disproportionally. Such sal- 
aries will settled, the future, that net income re- 
mains the same. National Insurance contributions will 
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included and appropriate deductions will omitted. 


government decision issued Romania November 
1952, grants exemptions and reductions penalties in- 
curred through delays tax payment employees includ- 
ing laborers, men letters, scientists, etc., members col- 
lectives, and small and medium farmers. And the November 
1952 issue Scanteia (Bucharest) carried the text 
Presidium decree which provides for the annulment the 
balance unpaid taxes dating from before January 
1952, well the abolition certain taxes, such stamp 
fees official petitions. 


former Communist Party member and employee 
Silesian foundry compares working conditions and methods 
Poland with those the Swedish foundry where 
now employed. most impressed the fact that 
has been given the same rights, the same social security, 
the same work, and the same wages Swedish citizens. 


worked for five years metallurgical works 
Silesia, foundry similar the one working 
now Sweden. have had, therefore, excellent op- 
portunity compare these two disparate worlds. 

“The Lower Silesian Metallurgical Works employed 
450 people all, whom were administrative per- 
sonnel. There were more than persons working 
the offices who were paid the same rates manual work- 
ers. There were 370 workmen, including women. 

“The plant divided into six different sections. Let 
take example one section, the tensile iron 
foundry consisting section manager, foreman, briga- 
dier, six factory spies and workmen. There are nine 
men over these workmen, who are paid the highest 
rates. The manager the section responsible for the 
so-called ‘unit,’ but particularly for Plan fulfillment. 
delegates this entire task the foreman and himself 
takes easy. The foreman, turn, delegates his duties 
the brigadier, who like corporal the Army: 
wants promoted; runs around the factory all 
day long, yells, gesticulates, reports slow and reluctant 
workers the foreman and the managers, and since 
not able perform his important duties himself, 

“Incidents the pushing and elbowing workmen 
are many, but nothing compares with the brutal swearing 
heard without interruption. Stunned and fearful, the 
workman will not answer, even right, because 
knows that picking argument with such personalities 
would mean that will labelled ‘idler’ 
‘sabotage agent.’ They will point him once twice 
the meetings concerning some trifling matters, and the 
third time, will called for confession the 
[secret police]. The workman prefers keep quiet and 
work like horse. What paid for his work im- 
material, because raises are beyond any hope. Wages 
almost all factories are equal, and our plant were 
follows: 


Category Zlotys 


“Wages the last category apply only factory spies. 
These rates may increased extraordinary effort 
piecework. But man attempting turn out record 
piecework will very seldom exceed the hourly rate, be- 
cause such rates are abnormally high. Some workmen 
can it, but most often happens with favorites 
the overseers, who receive lighter work and means 
faulty evaluations exceed the fixed 


Equipment Not Supplied 


“The Department Labor, Safety and Hygiene com- 
putes statistics and publishes bulletins from which ap- 
pears that every year the workman entitled one suit, 
one pair wooden sandals and protective gloves. 
questions asked the meetings why workmen em- 
ployed for more than two years have not received these 
safeguards, the reply that transports are temporarily 
held because preparation balances, that the 
textile industry cannot keep pace with the great increase 
the number workmen, that the given quarter 
the production plan was not 

“The office staff better dressed. Many may 
seen their desks denim clothes, worn shoes, and 
socks darned many times that their original color 
can longer determined. 

“Work began our plant six the morning and 
was scheduled end two the afternoon—eight 
hours without break for meal. But workmen could al- 
most never stop that time, because was impossible 
complete the norms eight hours. They were obliged 
stay after hours, many cases without any food, until 
late evening. The same thing true for office employees 
who are busy planning and preparing endless reports. 

“In the evening, the overtired workman returns home 
and goes bed, that may rest. There are some 
who not stay after hours, because they are too tired 
and they not care whether they complete their norms 
ferred immediately the heaviest and lowest paid 
duties. the plant, had penal section the supply 
department, which was run the Communist PEC. All 
‘idlers’ [author uses the word bumelant] and those guilty 
disciplinary infractions wind that penal section. 
They cannot apply for change assignment, because 
they are sentenced the courts percent reduc- 
tion wages for three months, and during this period 
they are not permitted give notice. When workman 
sick but has temperature, the physician cannot re- 
lease him from work. And stays home becomes 
‘idler.’ 


“Every morning six sharp, the personnel 


assisted the PCP secretary and the chair- 


man the Plant Council, the gate and notes the 
names those who come even one minute after the 
siren has sounded. There excuse such that the 
factory clock fast, that mud ice caused the de- 


lay. The offender’s name entered big blackboard 
the porter’s room under the title, ‘List Sleepers.’ 
His name put the list the man charge 
Labor Discipline. Industrial guards arrange ‘hunts’ for 
those who forget bring factory identity cards; they 
send them back home and, course, time lost de- 
ducted from wages and the worker’s name gets the 
list ‘idlers.’ 

“In addition the many meetings, during which the 
factory gates are closed that nobody can home, the 
workman has propaganda wherever turns. almost 
every working stand, there piece red canvass with 
beautiful slogans it. the front the foundry hall 
there inscription: “The Clean Worker Healthy 
Worker, Efficient Worker.’ Such simple, sweet and 
pleasant slogan. But how the worker going keep 
clean, when there soap, scouring powder? when 
our plant the bath and shower facilities have not 
been repaired after being destroyed the Russians after 
the war 1946? The workman goes home dirty, but 
there cannot wash either, for there soap. One 
hundred grams soap per month, obtained for coupons, 
are kept his wife for the laundry. 

“Let take another slogan the tensile iron foundry: 
‘Worker! The Government People’s Poland Has 
Given You This Plant Your Property—Has Given 
You the Tools That You May Happily Work and 
Complete the Six-Year Many workers ask silently: 
‘Why did the Government People’s Poland forget 
give wooden sandals and other safety equipment? 
Why does the Government refuse see how often the 
foreman burns his feet hot sand glowing forms?’ 

“Or look this slogan the lathes, where only wo- 
men work. ‘Keep Your Eyes Open, and You Avoid 
Accidents.’ But the situation exactly the opposite— 
women keep their eyes closed all the time, because 
the sparks and there are goggles available; the result 
—frequent injuries hands, there are safety 
gloves either. Propaganda heavy, but protection— 
none. increase the ill feeling, loud-speakers blare all 
day long about well being and opulence. But the worker 
eats only bread with beetroot preserve and drinks black 
coffee. Where can get fats meat, his ration 
fat kg. and meat kg. per month? how 
going put sugar and milk his coffee, when there 
not enough for children? 


The Swedish Contrast 


“Since August this year, have been working 
foundry Hagfors, Sweden, simple worker. 
start day 7:30 the morning and work till p.m., 
with one hour break for meal. Although work heavy, 
all foundries, not feel tired for the work pace 
slower than Poland and production greater. For 650 
workmen Hagfors, supervision the entire plant con- 
sists only three persons: engineer-manager the 
foundry, foreman, and brigadier. Three men can 
plan the work and see that there order the 
plant. have witnessed many times how the engineer 
himself takes tool, and shows worker how can 
make his job easier. 

“Here, one can talk freely every superior and ask 
for advice. Poland, engineer looks over your head, 
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and the worst lot are those newly-promoted from the 
ranks. Sweden, educated men work hand hand 
with the worker, and truly educated men, not somebody 
who because few months’ course holds 
title, usually obtained for good results course 
‘Contemporary Poland.’ 

“When started working, was given locker, two 
towels (which are changed every week), soap, scouring 
powder, wooden sandals lined with leather and with 
steel ring for the toe, leather gloves, goggles—everything 
that necessary. After work may freely take shower 
and change into clean suit, that and from work 
wear necktie, which more than many office workers 
Poland. 

“In this short period time, managed buy 
number things for myself and send parcel 
family. can afford pay for good food and for cloth- 
ing. After deduction taxes, earn 500 kroner per 
month. First-class board boarding house costs 
140 kroner per month. For factory-provided room with 
linen and all comforts, pay kroner, and that leaves 
300 kroner for clothing and entertainment. The very 
best suit English wool obtainable for 200 kroner. 
Let the manager the plant the Lower Silesian 
Metallurgical Works compare with me. Under cir- 
cumstances would change place with him. For five 
years, had relatively highly placed job, but could 
not even buy pair socks from monthly salary, 
could not afford get the simplest fruits for child; 
yet was making twice much simple worker, over 
900 zlotys per month. 

“Is possible that such conditions prevail only 
Sweden? Are England and America different? not 
think so. possible that overpraise Sweden? 
not possible. There are facts which hear from col- 
leagues, who have been here longer than For 
example, one friends had accident work. 
crane crushed his finger. After immediate dressing 
physician, was released from work, and, for the entire 
duration disability, which was three weeks, was paid 
compensation not much less than his regular wages. And 
was alien. Now let think that unfortu- 
nate man Szprotawa. [he had previously discussed 
unfair and callous treatment injured workers 
Poland]. 

say that former Party member, PZPR man, al- 
legedly their man, grieved for countrymen and 
pity all who suffer and must still listen their propa- 
ganda, and who fear their whip.” 


TOWARD SELF-CONTAINED TRADE 


While efforts economize imports from the West 
grow more strenuous every day, there have been recent 
negotiations between the Satellite countries and South 
America and the Far East and standing agreements 
appear have been terminated. 


New Trade Agreements 


Radio Peking its broadcast December 1952 an- 
nounced the conclusion the Sino-Bulgarian trade agree- 
ment for 1953 Peking. 
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“According this new trade agreement, the volume 
trade wil percent greater than 1952. China will 
supply ferrous metals, cotton and other important ma- 
terials necessary the national economy Bulgaria 
the People’s Republic Bulgaria. The People’s Re- 
public Bulgaria will supply machinery, electrical in- 
stallations and equipment, chemical goods and other 
important commodities necessary the national econ- 
omy China. 


According information Vecherni Novini (Sofia), 
October the Bulgarian trade delegation arrived 
Peking October 1952. Negotiations lasted almost 
two months. 


The Bulgarian Telegraph Agency announced Decem- 
ber 1952: 


“The Polish ship Kilinski has arrived Stalin Harbor 
with the first load cotton sent the brotherly Chinese 
people accordance with the trade agreement con- 
cluded this year.” 


This trade agreement earlier one signed July 
[see October 1952 issue, 

And Trud (Sofia), November 1952, wrote trade 
negotiations between Bulgaria and the German Democratic 
Republic: “The German delegation will negotiate for the 
conclusion trade contracts for 1953 between the Peo- 
ple’s Republic Bulgaria and the German Democratic 
Republic.” 


Poland, too, anxious find new export markets, 
especially for her coal. Wola Ludu (Warsaw), November 
1952, stated: 


“Recently, trade agreement covering one-year 
was signed with Brazil Rio Janeiro. This 
agreement provides for export such articles 
coal, cement, chemicals, machinery, paper, etc. Poland 


will import iron ores, cotton, raw hides, coffee, 
cacao, etc.” 


The monetary value the agreement was not given. 
The same paper revealed November 1952: 


trade and payments agreement has been, signed 
Buenos Aires between Poland and Argentina. This 
agreement regulates economic relations between both 
countries from 1952 1954 and provides for export 
Argentina coal, timber, chemicals, paper, etc. 
exchange for hides, wool by-products, dies and other 
goods.” 


Again the monetary value this treaty was not dis- 
closed. The last agreement between Poland and Argentina 
expired the end 1951 and was not renewed. 

Austrian newspapers dated November carry offi- 
cial announcement that Austro-Polish negotiations 
Warsaw have broken off since Poland refuses meet 
“justified Austrian demands for reduction Polish 
coal prices” and will not agree provision that Austria 
allowed pay for Polish coal with high-quality exports 
instead dollars. 

The diminishing coal market has also resulted 
trade drive for articles previously not exported and 


short supply. Items included range from brushes, brooms, 
children’s toys, sweets, rubber boots and leather goods 
water pipes, gas installations, tools and textile machinery. 
Special emphasis being put upon Eastern markets such 
Pakistan, India, Persia, Ceylon, Indonesia and British 
Hong Kong. Offers made are competitive and generally 
based the barter principle. Poland chiefly interested 
obtaining cotton, jute, rubber and scrap-iron. 

agreement signed October between Poland and 
Iran for yearly exchange goods valued 22,000,000 
rubles was made public Trybuna Ludu (Warsaw) 
October 15. 

The Romanian Agerpress (Bucharest), September 21, 
1952, released the news that: 


“Representatives the RPR, Chivu Stoica and Miron 
Constantinescu, met with representatives the German 
Democratic Republic Berlin from September 12. 
They examined the problems economic cooperation 
between the two countries and signed the following pro- 
tocol September 12: 

The supply the GDR the RPR machines, 
installations, mining equipment and metallurgical and 
wood-processing equipment. 

The supply the RPR the GDR ores and 
concentrates, metallurgical, chemical and wood prod- 
ucts, etc. 

“3. The creation mixed Romanian-German com- 
pany parity basis for the development the 
chemical industry the RPR which will utilize raw 
materials available the RPR.” 


Transit Shift 


Czechoslovakia has recently shifted its trade from the 
port Hamburg the Polish ports Stettin and Gdynia 
and Hungary and Bulgaria have both encouraged the re- 
duction imports from outside the Soviet bloc anti- 
Capitalist weapon. 

Transit Czechoslovak imports and exports through 
Hamburg, which far the most important port 
transit for this section Czechoslovak foreign trade, 
sharply declining. According one correspondent, Czecho- 
slovak exports through Hamburg amounted 169,027 
metric tons over the period from January thru September 
1952 which means considerable decrease comparison 
with 258,202 metric tons exported via Hamburg over the 
same period 1951. Imports also fell from 291,894 
262,399 metric tons over the periods compared. The de- 
crease still sharper value. While over the said period 
1951, 414.7 million deutschmarks worth goods were 
exported, the 1952 value only 302 million. Imports 
fell from 314.5 million deutschmarks 207.5 million. 

regards types goods, exports decreased particularly 
sugar, wood, paper and glass, while imports decreased 
oleaginous seeds, cotton, meat and iron ore. 

The declining Hamburg transit does not reflect paral- 
lel decrease total trade with the West. While there 
little doubt that the latter decreases steadily, sidetracking 
Hamburg policy the Czechoslovak planning 
authorities. The Polish ports Stettin and Gdynia are 
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preferred, apparently effort eliminate shipping 
costs western currencies, and save the credit for imports. 

report which appeared Prace (Prague), November 
13, indicative efforts replace products formerly 
imported from the West domestic production: 


“Statisticians need special machines for their work 
which automatically assorts cards with various records. 
have not been making these machines, and their 
purchase abroad was all but impossible because high 
prices. The western countries used loan these 
machines for very high fees. many other sectors, 
can manage now without expensive foreign deliver- 
ies even the production these machines. the 
Aritma plant Modrany near Prague they produce 
automatic perforating machines and sorting machines 
which ‘touch’ and classify 24,000 cards hour... 


would interesting know how this conforms with 
the IBM patent rights. 


Albanian Data 


Albanian civil servant, employed the Ministry 
Foreign Trade Tirana, escaped Greece August 
bringing with him great deal data including present 
and planned imports and exports. 


“Under so-called Reconstruction Plan, Albania has 
received assistance the form imports long 
term credit basis from Cominform states. Albania has 
signed bilateral trade agreements with the USSR, Czecho- 
slovakia, Poland, Hungary, Romania, Eastern Germany 
and Bulgaria. These countries export goods Albania 
credit repaid Albanian exports. 


Imports From: 


USSR: Agricultural machinery, equipment for the 
extraction oil, textiles, wheat and maize, liquid 
fuels and lubricating oils, automobiles and spare 
parts, railroad equipment, pharmaceutical and 
chemical goods, iron, steel, zinc, copper, tin, bronze, 
and fishing boats. 

Czechoslovakia: Automobiles and spare parts, in- 
dustrial machinery, textiles, household utensils, 
paper and by-products, iron and steel. 

Poland: Mining and other machinery, petroleum 
pipes, dynamite and other explosives, railway cars 
and spare parts, iron and fishing boats. 

Hungary: Machinery various types, automobiles 
(buses make), electrical equipment, 
aluminum, iron and steel, textiles, wheat and maize, 
pharmaceutical goods and pure-bred horses. 

Romania: Small amounts machinery, wheat and 
maize, liquid fuels, coal, paper, pure-bred animals, 
cement and fishing boats. 

East Germany: Various types machinery and 
spare parts, chemicals, paper mimeograph machines 
and equipment. 

Bulgaria: Small amounts machinery, cement, 


textiles, quality plants (grape vines), paper and 
window-glass. 
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Estimated Imports for 1952-1955 (in millions 
rubles) 


1952-1953 1953-1954 

22.2 26.7 28.6 77.5 
Czechoslovakia 14.2 14.2 9.9 38.3 
8.1 8.6 8.1 24.8 
4.2 4.3 4.8 13.3 
11.2 7.0 8.0 26.2 
East Germany 7.4 5.4 5.9 18.7 
72.7 73.5 68.6 214.8 


The following quantities goods are scheduled 
imported into Albania from the Soviet bloc countries dur- 
ing the current fiscal year: 


Percussion cable ............. 170 kilometers 
60,000 square meters 


Exports From Albania: 


“Albanian exports consist chiefly agricultural live- 
stock, forestry, mineral and petroleum products,” the 
source said. drew the following list exports 
could remember for the 1951-1952 fiscal year, including 
some figures their amounts: 

“Agricultural products: sunflower seeds, 7,000 
tons; cotton seed and cotton; olives, 1,000 tons; olive oil; 
resin; flax and linseed; tobacco; oranges and lemons, 340 
tons; and honey. 

“Livestock products: cheese (40% butter, salt), 
150 tons; butter; wool; goat skins, 50,000 pieces; rabbit 
skins, 100,000 pieces; fox skins, ferret skins; and 
sheep guts. 

“Forestry products: timber, acorns, herbs. 

“Mining products: unrefined oil, 97,000 tons; pig cop- 
per; chrome ore; oil tare; and Selenice tar. 

“Miscellaneous: nuts; fruits; Permet 
liquor) 100 liquid tons; soap; salt.” 


‘raki’ (grape 


interesting note that almost all the goods ex- 
ported from the USSR can also found among the ex- 
ports the captive countries, thus allowing for the possi- 
bility confusion the Albanian people’s minds 
the source these various incoming commodities. 


The Hungarian Home Service (Budapest) declared 
December 1952: 


“Under the title ‘Let Economize with Materials 
Imported from Abroad,’ today’s leading article 
Szabad Nep stresses the importance economies the 
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use imported raw materials the current, decisive 
year the Five Year Plan. Fresh stimulus has been 
given this field the initiative the Budapest elec- 
tricity, machine and cable factory whose workers, 
letter addressed Matyas Rakosi, have pledged them- 
selves save 5.5 million forints worth imported raw 
materials. 

“The implications this initiative for the Hungar- 
ian economy whole cannot overestimated, espec- 
ially borne mind that the country dependent 
imports such raw materials those used the 
metals, cotton, 
wool, timber, and forth. 

“Part these raw materials have brought 
from the capitalist American imperial- 
ists, the furious enemies the free Hungarian people, 
strive place obstacles the way these imports, 
seeking all costs cause difficulties our foreign 
trade with view hindering our peaceful and con- 
structive work. Economies with imported materials must 
therefore regarded one our main weapons 
repel such imperialist attempts and further strengthen 
our national independence.’ 

“The imperialists cannot, course, achieve their 
aims, since Hungary can also rely the unselfish aid 
the Soviet Union and the economic cooperation the 
countries the peace camp and there raw ma- 
terial, machine, industrial equipment that cannot 
produced the countries the peace camp within 
their own economy. This knowledge provides source 
strength and independence but does not obliterate 
the fact that the uncovering the country’s own raw 
material resources and strict and stringent economies 
raw materials and semi-finished goods are bound ease 
the economic burdens the Soviet Union and the 
other friendly countries. 


The Bulgarian daily Vecherni Novini (Sofia), October 
15, 1952 also argued: “The People’s Democracies will 
longer need imports from capitalist countries. This will 
decrease the basis production those countries and 
will weaken capitalism!” 


Faulty and Late 


the same time, summary editorial Szabad 
Nep (Budapest) admonishing late and faulty deliveries, 
the Hungarian Home Service repeated: 


“Hungary equal and esteemed member the 
Soviet-led Socialist camp and partner its interna- 
tional market based mutual aid. Our friends rightly 
expect, return for the aid which they provide, that 
should help their constructive efforts fulfilling 
our export obligations. 

enterprises engaged export orders have fal- 
len behind schedule meeting obligations. The Ganz 
wagon factory two months late with the delivery 
motorized train ordered the USSR. Mavag owes the 
Romanian People’s Republic mine pumps. More 
frequent still the delay the delivery component 
parts, the production which involves greater trouble 
and yet weighs little over-all production figures. 


“For instance, the Ganz wagon factory must share the 
blame, because its belated delivery mechanical in- 


stallations, pumps, and forth, for the production lag 
noted the Gheorghiu-Dej shipyard, and must the 
small motor and machine factory for its late delivery 
motors. 

“It intolerable that goods should exported from 
our country which are not impeccable quality 
not conform the orderer’s specifications. such cases 
our factory managers should not blame the fastidious 
tastes the customer but rather their own negligence. 

the principal cause the troubles can traced 
some managers’ technical cadres’ reluctance work 
for export, especially involves complicated preci- 
sion work. The opportunist depreciation the signif- 
icance foreign trade the root the complacency 
and superficiality characterizing the handling such 
work some places. 

“It the duty Party organizations enlighten the 
workers about the significance production for export 
and mobilize them for the maintenance their own 
factories’ prestige and the good reputation Hungar- 
ian industry abroad. Trade union and DISZ organiza- 
tions must share this task. 

“Hungarian products reach capitalist countries, too. 
vain the imperialists try prevent Hungary from 
establishing contacts with Western firms; the West seeks 
our trade products which have enjoyed good reputa- 
tion abroad the past. Our people’s educators should 
explain that now, when production furthers not capi- 
talist profits but the well-being the people, when 
production carried out with far more up-to-date tech- 
nique, Hungarian workers must turn out goods even 
better quality and appearance. 

“The Hungarian motorized trains Argentina, buses 
and engines Egypt, machine tools French and Ital- 
ian factories, should advertise Hungarian potentials and 
the skill the Hungarian workers.” 


NEW INSURANCE SET-UP 


new insurance set-up for independent farmers has 
been introduced Czechoslovakia. This represents another 
weapon against the private farmer who will find very 
difficult pay premiums which are double those set for 
members Uniform Agriculture Cooperatives (types III 
and IV). 

According the government ordinance September 
printed Rude Pravo (Prague), September 14: 


“Effective October all members Uniform Agricul- 
tural Cooperatives with joint farming (types III and 
will enjoy obligatory and exclusive insurance. 
Every Cooperative member has the right select cate- 


gory [payable after years age] from the following 
scale [in 


Insurance 
premium Monthly 
per month Income 
350 (over period least years) 


ul 


“Self-supporting individuals will also insured 
the future according their yearly income or, the 
case farmers, according income tilled acreage 
owned.” 


Monthly income 


Yearly After 
under 87.50 700 800 

28,500 237.50 865 1,300 

51,000 1821 425.00 955 1,600 
over 51,000 1,000 1000 1,750 


exiled economist has this add: 


“The decision September divides insurance hold- 
ers into two categories: (1) Members Uniform Agri- 
cultural Cooperatives (types III and who enjoy the 
most favorable conditions and the lowest premium pay- 
ments; and (2) Members Uniform Agricultural Co- 
operatives (types and II), independent farmers, 
craftsmen, and tradesmen, who pay higher premiums 
under less favorable conditions. The primary aim this 
decision the absorption all independent semi- 


Economic 


independent elements into the highest type (III and IV) 
Cooperatives. 

“The political aspect this new set-up obvious 
when compared the conditions the National In- 
surance applying workers. According the Insurance 
Act April 15, 1948, No. C.L., the premium amounts 
percent working revenue [Sec. 117 
Therefore, worker with income 6,000 koruny 
pays 600 koruny month, 7,200 koruny per annum. 
years, will have paid 288,000 koruny for which 
will get old-age annuity 22,890 koruny about 
1,907 koruny per month. 

member Uniform Agricultural Cooperative 
(type III and IV) pays premiums 350 koruny 
month, 4,200 koruny per annum, and the end 
years receives annuity (on 168,000 koruny) for 
approximately the same amount: 1,750 koruny plus 
percent increase (700 koruny) for every years spent 
member the Cooperative. 

“The independent farmer, craftsman tradesman, 
order receive the same monthly income 1,750 
koruny, must pay premium 1,000 month 
(12,000 koruny per annum), total 480,000 koruny 
years and the local national committee must de- 
clare him incapable working before can receive 
payment.” 


Special Feature 


Hollow Laughter 


THE TRAVESTY HUMOR 


When called task for not catching his quota sar- 
dines, Albanian fisherman replied, couldn’t find any 
fish. all gone Party meeting.” Similarly, Com- 
munist humor has gone the Party meeting and become 
part the class war and the cold war. Kenneth Bird, 
editor-in-chief Punch, once said, “You can understand 
people better knowing what they laugh than what 
their politics are.” But the Communists have gone him 
one better and not only attempted combine their humor 
and politics inextricably, but have also set official can- 
ons for laughter. Not that the native humor the captive 
countries has any means folded its grins and silently 
stolen away. There much what might called “black- 
market humor,” the unofficial and many countries tra- 
ditional folk humor, which often pokes fun the regime 
and its extravagances. The Communists have fought against 
this laughter and attempted create humor their 
own, property the State, with its aims defined the pre- 
cepts Marxist theory and the realities everyday Com- 
munist political life. This new humor was defined Lidove 
Noviny (Prague), organ the Czechoslovak writers, 
April 1951. 


“Our aim new kind humor derives from the 
great social changes through which 
Socialist morale our guide towards different principles 
laughter. wish eliminate whatever might 
undignified for human beings. Unlike American humor, 
ours cannot foolish because don’t have the con- 
ditions for such foolishness. The search for Socialist 
humor not directed towards the subject matter 
much towards its political importance and the de- 


Humor, when appears totalitarian state under 
Party auspices invariably, used make laughing stock 
its opponents, internal and external. Inevitably, there- 
fore, also ceases humorous, because forcibly twisted 


political ends, loses its spontaneity. Folk humor usually 
appears the reverse this, deriving more less spon- 
taneously from people suffering some political economic 
oppression who must find outlet for their internal stress 
and some way compensate themselves the expense 
the oppressive persons regimes. The artificial ideological 
humor the totalitarian regime not difficult distin- 
guish from the “safety valve” humor the people. give 
two examples, one “offensive” regime humor: 


“Interviewing Adenauer: 

Excellency, what your opinion the politi- 
cal mood the people? 

“My colleague, Lehr, informs regularly the 
subject. too busy with meetings the Chancellery, 
the government, and the Office the American High 
Commissioner. Why, sometimes don’t see human 
beings for weeks!” 

[From Dikobraz (Prague) October 26] 


and second one: 


“An official the Ministry Agriculture visited 
Uniform Agricultural Cooperative. old farmer 
showed him around the fields. They came vast 
freshly planted field. ‘What planted here?’ the offi- 
cial asked. 

answer was forthcoming. 

The official repeated his question. Again silence. 

‘Look here,’ the official said, don’t understand why 
you refuse answer. perfectly sure that whatever 
planted here you will put good use for the benefit 
the Party and the State.’ 

The old farmer thought that over for few moments 
and then answered, ‘We would put good use all 
right. It’s hemp.’” 


Poking fun one’s self unknown regime humor 
and parody, burlesque, and sarcasm, except directed 
against State enemies, fast disappearing. Humor 
Eastern Europe has shrunk only one its forms, satire, 
this alone being permitted function the society offi- 
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The Communists use humor made political 
weapon harnessed Communist aims, and humor for its 
own sake taboo. Humor has been assigned two “useful 
attacking “capitalist remnants” internally, and the 
“capitalist West” externally. Contemparanul (Buch- 
arest) September 1952 put it: 
satire constitutes powerful weapon the hands 

our writers for unmasking the class enemy and the 

imperialist warmongers. The role satire especially 

show the vile character class enemies, increase 

the people’s vigilance, and arouse their hatred and 

anger against these deadly enemies the People’s 


“The Krokodil Needles" 


other fields, the Satellite humorists have modelled 
themselves the Soviets. Czechoslovakia, for instance, 
all comic papers have been replaced single central 
publication under State and Party management: Dikobraz. 
Lidove Noviny (Prague) February 20, 1952, described the 

“Dikobraz has set out its way following the ex- 
ample the Soviet Krokodil, with concrete concep- 
tion humor. Dikobraz pointed out quite candidly 
when anyone did anything the wrong way, whenever 
anyone acted un-Socialistically. But does not content 
itself with that alone. Dikobraz then keeps track the 


reactions those attacked, their defense and mainly 
their improvements.” 


Recently, (The Needles), the Warsaw humorous 
magazine, ran special number containing the work 
Soviet satirists who are members the staff the Russian 
Krokodil. This issue opens with letter from the editor 
Szpilki his friends and comrades from Krokodil. 


quoted Trybuna Ludu (Warsaw), September 28, 1952, 
reads: 


“Permit us, comrades and friends, thank you for 
the materials have received. Our satire ridding 
itself its old bad habits, its many past limitations, 
leaning your models, basing itself the best na- 
tional traditions and achievements other countries, 
and striving worthy our great builders 
Socialism. 

“Soviet satire excellent example how 
possible inflict pain the enemy with this weapon 
excellent example tightening the creative cooperation 
between Polish and Russian artists and writers concern- 
ing important field culture: satire.” 


Tadeusz Borowski, one Poland’s leading Communist 


writers, summed the regime’s attitude toward humor 
essay, “Problems Political Satire,” published Nowa 


Kultura (Warsaw), January 28, 1951. 


“During the first period the existence People’s 
Poland, satire remained bourgeois, accepting resignedly 
our People’s Democracy, confused its rightist devia- 
tions, times lost politically, and unable make con- 
tact with its audience. After the short-lived Stanczyk 
[Stanczyk was 16th Century court-jester the Polish 
king and the name given satirical weekly pub- 
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lished under the Lublin Government], the first post- 
war issue Szpilki was published March 1945 
Lodz. the beginning Szpilki tried caricature 
and satirize Fascist life. cleverly caught some the 
social and ideological features Fascism seen through 
the eyes the 

Szpilki started out playing the reader 
and appealing the lower middle class and lesser 
degree the intelligentsia. This resulted overcrowd- 
ing the magazine with artistic themes and political in- 
decision. Consequently, insufficient attention was paid 
the realistic tradition bourgeois satire and the revo- 
lutionary achievements Soviet artists. 

“In peculiar way, there appeared our satire the 
rightist deviations [Gomulka-ism] the worker’s move- 
ment, was the case our entire art domain.” 


Communist-dominated humor has several special charac- 
teristics outstanding the fact that not funny. 
Humor not only weapon the Commissar’s arsenal 
against enemies, also means siphoning off dis- 
content. Although most official humor careful never 
poke fun important sectors Communist life—top lead- 
ership Party, Army, economy, Plans and Festivals, 
official domestic and foreign policies, etc.—it permitted 
lambast unimportant sectors. This serves the dual pur- 
pose safety valve for popular discontent and directing 
resentment from top policy makers and matters the cog- 
in-the-wheel administrators and local affairs. For example, 
Czechoslovakia, they might lampoon Jan Novik, local 
district committee chairman, but not Minister the State 
Planning Office, Josef Pucik. Overall plans 
are taboo, but local fulfillments and implementations may 
not be. Nevertheless, whispered jokes still circulate against 
any totalitarian regime, and they are one form popular 
resistance impossible suppress even means State- 
directed humor. 

Perhaps the strangest thing all that this official 
humor solemn, grim, even sad, but its best will 
rarely provoke more than grin. Making humor socially 
conscious and directing laughter towards important politi- 
cal and economic matters without being irreverent (and 
funny) deviationist (and dead) difficult, not im- 
possible, and this probably accounts for the unhumorous 
humor. Laughter based the ridiculous, but Commun- 
and solemnity cannot tolerate being 
laughed at. Humor does not have prove anything; 
disproves. Humor practically never approves; reproves. 
Nor humor dedicated the “dignity man,” Socialist 
otherwise. the contrary, humor most often the 
hairbrush wit carefully applied the seat man’s 
swollen ego. And because they have never learned this, 
refuse recognize it, their humor does not bring laugh- 
ter. 

Only two genres have had this State-humor imposed 
them successfully, short verse and the cartoon, and Com- 
munist ideologists lament the absence humor radio, 
the essay, the drama, the farce, the feuilleton, the novel 
and elsewhere. that same article Nowa Kultura, for 
example, Borowski writes: 
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“Polish satire has reached its zenith verse form 
[its] satire aimed inciting the broad masses 
hatred and fury, firmly expressing the class ideology 
the proletariat. The status our so-called satirical 
prose indeed scandal. The main current our 
satire bad; one might even say stupid. 


But what else can under the barrage exhortations 
that humor must have “more militant spirit,” must “grasp 
the real meaning our class struggle,” must “aim precisely 
the kulak’s interpretation the village community,” 
must “make mockery bourgeois fashions,” and finally 
must “be based firm understanding our So- 
cialist realism, the uncompromising struggle against the 
imperialist camp and its agencies within our borders.” Even 
the military language which Communists discuss the role 
humor revealing, for example Trybuna Ludu, 
(Warsaw), September 19, 1952: “We are concerned 

about the role contemporary satire, which must 
march like reconnaissance patrol front our lives, 
describing the terrain and signalling about any dangers, 


THE HUMOR TRAVESTY 


example humor set political tune was recently 
published Poland Dziennik Zachodni (Katowice), 
October 19-20, 1952, for the occasion the Polish elections. 
was directed against various anti-Communist radio sta- 
tions the West which broadcast audiences behind the 
Iron Curtain. Its purpose was obvious: discredit their 
veracity and make them out mendacious tools capi- 
talist warmongers. The text was printed single page, 
four Acts, and surrounded cartoons satirizing the 
various stations [see samples reproduced these pages]. 
dramatis personae occupies the center the page, boxed 
off heavy black lines, and including: 


“Jimmy Smrooth—director the Voice America 
[“smrooth” means “smelly” Polish]. 

peasant leader [This play 
words. Talalajczyk means ‘flapping his tails around’ and 
looks and sounds much like the name anti-Commun- 
ist, Peasant Party leader Stanislaw 

Savior” [refers General Anders, leader 
the Polish Armies which were attached the Allied 
Armies and fought against the Nazis]. 

The Vulgar Kulak—a kulak. 

[The name means “in 
search tempo,” and therefore, desirous creating 
new production 


Stan Bikinski Spies, bandits, blackmarketeers. [The 

John first name obvious play “Bik- 
ini,” the island where atomic bombs 
were set off. Also, Poland, the term 
“Bikinist” now used describe man 
who apes American manners, loafs, etc. 


Adolf RIAS. [RIAS the ini- 
tials Radio The American Sector Berlin. Adolf 
Brechfresser reference Adolf Hitler and Brech- 
fresser German for vomit-eater.] 


Horsefoot Kickinski—speaker BBC. 

Jose Maria Kidneyquickst—speaker for Radio Madrid. 
Technician 

Peasants 

Workers 

Chorus horses 

The eternally twisted cellist.” 


Part the Communist invective against the West 
carried the names, each which discredits the charac. 
ter who bears it. Most the hostility directed 
the which made appear the instigator and 
troller all anti-Communist forces, The sketch 
give anti-American meaning its humor series 


small references things the Communists believe 
“indigenously and typically American.” For instance, 
attempt poke fun American advertising and moving 
pictures, gangsters and the F.B.I., the so-called im. 
morality, lewdness, vulgarity, and whisky drinking Amer. 
icans. interesting principle psychological projec. 


tion, the Communists manage impute the 


considerable number vices for which they are 
infamous: lying, lack political principles, 
internal terror and murder. The sketch’s overall purpose 
show all anti-Communist forces mere tools the US, 


bought American dollars, foolish, scurrilous and 


cipled, but without effect the Polish masses which 
them “for what they are.” 
The sketch itself called Empty Voice—Full Wallet 


_is performed the “Crosseyed” Company the 


satirical theater, Western Daily. The text follows: 
Act 


“Voice America: the Voice America 
speaking. broadcast both good and bad news, but 
always lies. Such lies only our station can give you.’ 

Choir Horses: (to the tune “Hi ho, ho, it’s 


‘Ha 
(One hundred thousand dollars) 
One must donkey, not horse 
believe that. 
One must have here 
(They make meaningful circle their temples 
signifying insanity.) 
Your heads must really empty 
ho, hee hee.’ 

Voice America: 
‘And now prominent peasant leader, Mister 
Chairman Talalajczyk, for many years prisoner 
the Red hangmen, will speak the Polish peas- 
ant masses. want emphasize that this great 
political leader uses only the best shaving cream, 
“Humpty Dumpty,” which foams like. 

The eternally twisted cellist: 
like Truman himself, Phu, phu, 


aw 


Vest 
Ties 

Amer. 
cution, 
US, 
know 


let and 
great 


[ister 
peas- 


eam, 


TALALAJCZYK Peasants: 
PRZED MIKROFONEM: Hm, hm, 
Talalaczyk: 


‘The Communist re- 
gime, dear broth- 
er-peasants, will use 
all possible means 
force you partici- 
pate these Com- 
elections. 
Hundreds tanks 
and tractors are 
ready take you 
force the ballot 
boxes. But we, Pol- 
ish peasants. 


Peasants: 
‘Hm, hm. 


Special Feature 


Jimmy Smrooth: 
‘So what? You took the dough, keep your trap 
shut! Oh, forgot. We’re the air. on. 
Sorry. I'll give you good kick. The 
same Ted Gangsteric gave one Walter Teeth- 
kay the film Monsters the 

Talalaczyk: 


The Vulgar Kulak: 
swear the love our country, 
Let’s have drink.’ 

Peasants: 
‘Drink your vodka yourself! 
And sit your fat bottom your wheat! 
What you think are? 
not fooled kulaks!’ 


Act 


Talalaczyk the microphone: 
stand before you, brother- 
peasants, simple cassock, 
exile and your loving father.” 


Voice America: 
‘This the Voice America speaking. circles 


Talalaczyk: 
but we, repeat, 
wili take part 


the elections. 
know that our tak- 

ing part them means more rapid collectivisa- 

tion, indeterminization, polichromization and tru- 

tootoopization. 

vulgar kulak: 

‘That it. Exactly what 

said. Word word. 

refused. did not sell. 

shed your tears! 

The kolkhoz will soon here. 

Our wives will belong all, 

Our plates will cleaned all, 

Our hot-dogs will belong all, 

And all our whiskey and our food. 

don’t the ballot-boxes, 

And let have drink instead. 

will make feel good inside. 

And you don’t have pay for it! 


Peasants: 
‘Eh! Shut your trap, you scoundrel! 
(They begin sing the tune, 
Bartoszu!”’) 
[Bartoszu was peasant hero who became noble- 
man after the Kosciuszko insurrection and after 
whom Polish folk song was written.] 
Oh, all you poor and not rich 
Let’s not lose our hopes 
Let’s not lose our hopes. 
alliance with the workers 
We'll get rid all the thieves. 
Ah, all you poor and not rich 
the ballot-boxes quickly! 
Let’s the ballot-boxes quickly! 
will build rich 
And happy Poland.’ 
‘You see, Mister Director, Jimmy Smrooth! 
isn’t simple. people are backward and 
fanatic, 


The eternally twisted 
cellist: 
For how much?’ 
Voice America: 
conviction that the 
broad masses the 
Polish nation will 
the 
elections arranged 
the Commun- 
ists take place. 
sent you frag- 
ments memoires 
magnificent gang- 
ster, Gino Morta- 
Stan Bikinski: 
‘Listen! might useful us.’ 
John Biglarski: 
‘O.K.’ 
Bikinski and Biglarski: 
(sing together the tune 
tango) 
‘This voice inspiration, 
This voice alleviation 
And dream prices, oh! 
When the moon pale the sky 
the embassy fly, 
Where the gentlemen and ladies 
Give clever advice. 
And give money, plenty it, and whiskey, 
And give them information—it’s worth it, 
isn’t it? 
This voice angelic... 
teaches how stab and shoot 
(Oh, just like Gino Mortadello— 


America.” 


“We love listen the Voice 


= 
‘ \ 
~, 
WALA’ 
<A 
CAA 
AY 
Ay) 
Sag 
you. 
’ 


smile me, you cute baby!) 
Oh, never fail listen 
soft and sweet 
And going lead 

The eternally twisted cellist: 


Act Ill 
Jimmy Smrooth: 

‘He dope, not Méwi Radio 
politician, this 

Take 
him the air, 
this for noth- 
ing beggar. Let 
RIAS, Madrid and 
the 
tions speak now. 
the meantime, 
get Anders! Con- 
nect Europe, “Free 
Europe” naturally 


technician: 
‘But Mister Direc- 
tor, there still 


speaking 


Jimmy Smrooth: 
‘Shut up! Shut slap you Frank Dirty 
slapped Jessie Bottom that terrific revue, Thee- 
gee Thagee, Completely Nude.’ 
technician: 
‘Let go, though there are still three min- 
RIAS: 
(to the tune “There Bridge the 
here RIAS bark much, so, 
And lie and lie and lie. 
know that the world fooled, no! 
But what else can do, Joe. 
Harry has not yet refused pay 
And who pays must have his say. 
let lie and bark 
let bark and lie 
Hola, hola, aye aye aye 
let bark and lie, hola hola 
Let kill, shoot and kill 
All for dollar, our beloved dollar!’ 
Madrid: 
‘When night roar from Madrid 
And vomit hundred and five lies 
pleased that you can’t see 
you were just little nearer 
would have swallow down lies. 
But you are not, let the radio 
Play on—ha ha! 
Let’s bow all the trusts and bancos 
Oh, aim well and shoot! 
Vive guillotine, axe and 
London: 
‘And here saying silly things—in London, 


“This Radio Free Europe 


And account swells and wallet. 
There was time when was Deputy, 
had land and servants and valet. 
let voice far—as far Bonn! 
Adenauer! Take that Wroclaw and that Szczecin! 
And goes, life and and we— 
Oh, aim and shoot and stab and kill 
Trr trr trr gun, not sparrow) 
And now, ladies and gentlemen: Monsieur 
Anders: 
(to the tune “The Last Sunday” sad sen- 
timental 
‘Everything has been lost: all mandates and all 
wealth 
sad fortune, unlucky Fate. 
sick all those National Fronts. 
One joy left, the last: pay. 
And since the Voice pays decently 
willing sell all brothers outright! 
(And suddenly the tune White Horse” 
military song and implication making An- 
white horse, horse white 
His white mane like pigtail. 
Give your hand, give arms 
jump the horse and 
fly, horse 
(Five thousand dollars already earned) 
should enough now 
These few thrusts, few cuts: 
show them!’ 
The eternally twisted cellist: 
tee tee hee hee.’ 


Anders: 
‘Oh white horse, white horse 
Wernyhora’s horse [Wernyhora was Polish- 
Ukrainian prophet who foretold Polish Inde- 
pendence.] 

MADRYCIE Stop! There the 
election now! 
There the Front! 
They will say: 
away 
And kick 
bottom. 

let stay here 
And from here: kill 
them! 

like dollars. 
Hey, white horse 
Wernyhora 

Stop here! 
like dollars. 


Act 


Jimmy Smrooth: 


Madrid 
and when turned 
out that was too stupid 
for the arena, began 


‘Damn! can’t 
like this! 
kick all you here 


deliver lectures Pol- the play 
called “Manna from 


and for Radio Madrid.” 


Jupiters,” where Tom Brandy kicked George 
Kilhimquick. Listen, you! You, Mister Brech- 
fresser, Mister Horsefoot Kickinski, you, Mister 
Jose Maria Ramon Kidneyquickst! The FBI will 
deal with you! Now, listen! Attention! must 
broadcast few slogans the residents Po- 
land. First, however, must find out about the 
people’s feelings. Hey, Mister Technician! Con- 
nect us, quick! Silesia. Aha! got some- 
thing. can hear somebody singing. revolu- 
tionary song. Something about elections. Put his 
voice all channels. Attention!’ 


Tractorist Gustlik: 


(to the tune waltz) 

cast vote, driving tractor, 
wonderful machine KW. 

How shall it? usual, 

full blast, hundred and two 
ever-increasing percentage, 
its double I’m doublist! 
the citizen Gustlik 


Special Feature 


Jimmy Smrooth: 
‘Oh, for damned sake! portions plague! 
boxes cholera! bagful chickenpox!’ 

The technician: 
whom shall send them?’ 


Jimmy Smrooth: 
‘Shut up! Silence! was only swearing. Maybe 
should kick myself the match the “Ba- 
boons” against the “Gangs” Bob Chewing kicked 
the widow Senator Thunder! Maybe will 
kick myself and (voice fades away) 
Choir workers: 
(to the tune Gustlik’s song) 
the elections together 
With the National Front, unconquered! 
land and sea our country will grow 
strength—yesterday’s country homeless. 
the elections united: 
Peasant, worker, professor and poet; 
And you, our Poland, offer 
Our verses, coal, songs and strong metal.’ 
(The curtain 


- 


Music for the Masses 


THE BIG FOUR 


SOVIET Communist Party’s attack the arts 

part comprehensive campaign bring their entire 

cultural apparatus into play against the free world. 
this dovetailing cultural and foreign policy, literature and 
drama were regimented the resolutions 1946, while 
music remained unfettered until the decree February, 
1948. This period grace was doubt due the re- 
moteness music from politics and the technical diffi- 
culties musical censorship. For, although Stalin, reveal- 
ing himself through the late Zhdanov, expressed aversion 
atonal music and distinct preference for the diatonic 
scale, and other Communist arbiters were unable 
keep sufficiently tuned the scale’s intricacies discover 
every lapse from their own directives. This has resulted 
pell-mell screening compositions which some pass 
with Stalin Prizes and others, written the same harmonic 
pattern, bring only derisive abuse. 

picture the state serious music captive Europe 
complete without survey the last few years Soviet 
music and the startling about face the musical decree 
February, 1948. contemporary Soviet musical circles, 
well abroad, the Big Four refers Shostakovich, Pro- 
kofieff, Khatchatourian and Miaskowsky. Shostakovich, the 
Marxist genius whose music was closely linked the Party 
line, often called the musical highbrow the Soviet 
regime. Prokofieff, and Khatchatourian are probably more 
widely known the the composers Peter and the 
Wolf and the Saber Dance, respectively, than for their 
more significant works. Rimsky-Korsakoff’s former stu- 
dent, Miaskowsky, the most prolific Soviet composers 
comparatively unknown outside his own country. 

The Big Four, particularly Shostakovich and Prokofieff 
provided the new Soviet Republic with some its most 


Cultural Section 


ference 
the 

rais 
the 


joined 


The 
Trans 
Comm 
held 


potent propaganda well with high-class cultural ex- 
port. Their genius was used buttress the theory 
great music flowers only periods political and wel 
nomic enlightenment, i.e. under Communism. The 
they brought their own country and the superiority com-§ 
plex their achievements engendered the Soviet the 
makes their censure all the more incredible. one 
the decree February, 1948, the Central 


swept all four geniuses into the musical dog house. 
Prior 1948 was commonly said Russian circles 
that symphonic music, non-existent the West since 


death Mahler, was flourishing the Soviet Union, 
which had produced Shostakovich, the new 
and classical Prokofieff, modern Mozart. Year after 
the Big Four were showered with Stalin Prizes until 
ary, 1948, when certain ominous signs indicated all ists 
not well.* 

The explosion was touched off the “closed” 
Vano Muradeli’s opera, “The Great Fellowship.” This 
performance, said have been attended Stalin, most 
certainly attended Zhdanov, was followed ugly 
row during which the director the Bolshoi Theater had 
heart attack and died. The press recorded his death 
functorily but reverberations musical uproar began 
resound Moscow. 

The errors the Big Four were pointed out them 
three-day musical conference under Zhdanov’s leadership 
and February 10, 1948 Moscow papers published the 
Central Committee’s Decree Music. 


result symphonists were condemned highbrow, 
formalist, naturalist, subjective and divorced from the 


Musical Uproar Moscow Alexander Werth, 
stile Press, London, for excellent discussion this crisis 
Soviet music. 


opera, 


that 
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peo- 
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while the folk song musical genre was venerated 
ind enshrined. Atonalism, innovation and naturalism 
excoriated. Lesser musicians, delighted see 
talented rivals fall from grace, took part the con- 
with gusto. One the few voices rise defense 
the Big Four was that composer Shebalin, the direc- 
Moscow Conservatory. Although blacklisted himself 
raised his voice and with humorous eloquence described 
downpour abuse the conference “all rab- 
indiscriminate type criticism, While another voice, 
cry the wilderness called out, “You can’t start 
The folk song writers had their day and music 
painting and literature the ironclad embrace 
realism. 


Moscow Music Conference 
The quotations which follow are excerpted from the 
Transcript the Conference Musicians the Central 
Committee the All-Union Communist Party which was 
Moscow January, 1948. Zhdanov opened the 
directing his remarks Muradeli’s unfortunate 


“Zhdanov: First, regards its music. has not 
single melody one can remember. The music does not 
‘register’ with the listener. The rather large and rather 
well-qualified audience about 500 people did not react 
single passage the opera. What one found 
depressing was the lack harmony, the inadequacy 
the musical expression the characters’ emotions, the 
frequent cacophonous passages. The orchestra 
poorly used. Most the time, only few instruments 
are used, and then, unexpected moments, the whole 
orchestra suddenly starts blaring. 

While there all this talk ‘Socialist realism,’ Shos- 
takovich, reality, produces nothing but the crudest 
The music puffs and pants, groans and chokes, order 
present the love scenes the most naturalistic way. 

Such music can only appeal esthetes and formal- 
ists who have lost all healthy tastes. 

the C.C. wrong defending realism and our 
classical heritage, then please say openly. would 
dangerous and disastrous this renunciation the 
heritage the past, this degraded music, were mas- 
querade Soviet music. must call spade spade. 

Shaporin (Composer): have listened [Zhdanov] 
with deep emotion and attention, and heartily support 
his analysis. [Zhdanov] stressed that the departure 
from tradition had pernicious effect new output. 
Yet large part our critics identify tradition with 
epigonism. 

Zhdanov: What you musicians mean that term? 

Shaporin: Epigonism the worst form tradition- 
Tradition means the development your prede- 
cessors’ ideas. 

Zhdanov: should like get this straight. Who 
branded epigone? those who learn from the 

Shaporin: Epigonism not, fact, development 
ideas but 

Voice: Blind imitation. 


Cultural 


Zakharov (Composer popular songs): Recently, 
one Russian writer said me: “There some Soviet 
music which one can only listen under chloro- 

have achievements notably song writing; though 
here too not all well. Thus, music for 
the film, Great Life, was condemned the This 
condemnation may have had little effect, but still one 
can now call spade spade and call petit-bourgeois 
song petit-bourgeois song. But our symphonies have 
put Iron Curtain, indeed steel curtain between 
the people and themselves. 

Voice: You don’t know what you are talking about. 

Zakharov: know better than you what 
talking about. They have done it, not accidentally, but 
quite consciously. Because them the song some- 
thing make use song their work 
they think. the other hand, think 
they ought try raise themselves this higher level 
the folk song. only our composers would descend 
from Olympus and say themselves: ‘What must 
composer, time when the country working 
the Five-Year Plan?’ 

(Composer light music): The com- 
ing the [musical] crisis was foreshadowed short 
article Asafiev Soviet Art, which said that 
our symphonists ‘had forgotten about the listener.’ 
Though sick man, almost bedridden, Asafiev 
highly sensitive musical judge and felt the growing 
alienation between our big symphonists and the People. 
The big four—or five—whose work was being boosted 
position: they were immune from criticism. They 
became musical bureaucrats. Kow towing critics described 
everything they wrote works genius. 

Zhdanov: Then they consider that the People don’t 
understand their music, doesn’t matter? the People 
their way, and the composers their way; and, like 
two parallel lines, ‘never the twain shall meet.’ that 
right? 

Khrennikov: Yes, suppose so. 

Khatchatourian (Composer and Vice-Chairman the 

Organizational Committee Composers’ Union) 
should like answer the question you, Andrei Alex- 
androvich [Zhdanov] put Khrennikov. true that 
amongst some say some, not all—there the 
pernicious idea that the artist marches ahead his time 
and may not appreciated his contemporaries. Hence 
the attitude: never mind, appreciate 
future.’ must admit that these harmful, un-Soviet 
moods exist among some our composers. 

regret that Zakharov should have chucked all our 
symphony music into one bin. the West, symphon- 
ism ended with Mahler. Russian composers went their 
own way throughout the nineteenth and early twentieth 
centuries. are happy think that among Soviet 
composers there are those who built bridge between 
this classical Russian music and our music—notably 
man like Miaskowsky. All the time have been hear- 
ing that Soviet symphonic music holds the leading place 
the world. Why then suddenly tell that has 

Zakharov’s statement greatly upset me. You can’t 
lump the whole Shostakovich together. One 


forget about the fine work has done. Have stopped 
understanding what this all about: has Shostako- 
vich really contributed nothing Soviet symphonic art? 
absolutely vital differentiate between good and 
bad.... 

(Director Leningrad Conservatory) 
told today, ought not write complicated harmo- 
nies, shall start writing thirds and diminished sev- 
enths. fear some our minor composers might choose 
that easy way. Musical language must intelligible 
the people, but not become primitive. 

Shostakovich and member the Organi- 
zational Committee Composers’ Union) this meet- 
ing many interesting ideas have been expressed. 

Comrade Zakharov was not very thoughtful what 
said about Soviet symphonies. seems that 
was not right, because there are many great achieve- 
ments our symphonic music; though there are also 
faults and failures, which should pointed out. 

The C.C. has often pointed out what the ‘negative’ 
sides were the field art and criticism; and now, 
suppose, instructions will given. From today’s con- 
ference should derive many highly valuable 
decisions, that our art should advance. 

Goldenweiser (Professor Moscow Conservatory) 
[exponent Zhdanov line the musical controversy]: 
Today tired false notes. The music our con- 
temporary composers, big and small, violates that har- 
mony which dictated natural hearing. The feeling 
that discords must resolved has been lost. When 
hear the clatter false chords some our new sym- 
phonies and sonatas, horrified feel that they are 
akin the decadent ideology the West—or even 
Fascism—and not the healthy nature Russian, 
Soviet humanity. Unfortunately, one gets used any- 
thing. But must get rid this harmonic chaos 
and falseness. 

must not, however, the other extreme; while 
abandoning chaotic harmonies, must not slide down 
technical pauperism. Some our composers, sup- 
porters simple, popular music unfortunately 
don’t know enough about counterpoint, harmony, the- 
matic development, form, instrumentation. must 
determined not cater cheap tastes. 

Gorodinsky (Music critic Komsomolskaya Pravda) 
There are masses people who fully understand com- 
plicated symphonies and the deepest thoughts Tchai- 
kovsky, Borodin, Rimsky-Korsakoff, Mozart, and Bee- 
thoven. The fact that these people, who understand all 
this music, should yet not respond much our mod- 
ern music, shows that there something wrong, not 
with them, but with the music. 


The Composers’ Union sort monastery; 
even have our Father Superior, that old and very fine 
composer, Gliere. Yet not but Khatchatourian 
who runs the place. And nobody knows what happens 
the Organizational Committee. 

Voice: Even some its members don’t know. 

Gorodinsky: The Composers’ Union does not 
like criticism. sooner had critical article appeared 
our magazine than the editor was removed. was 


Kabalevsky, musician all respect. Why did have 
removed? 

Kabalevsky (Composer): haven’t been removed yet. 

Gorodinsky: Well, you are not working there any 
longer. And, incidentally, should like call attention 
the highly arbitrary way which critical articles are 
treated the newspapers. now extremely careful: 
stay down the printers’ and wait for the paper 
press; for never can tell what might happen: 
the editor might well change unfavorable review into 
favorable one. Such manipulations ‘sub-editing’ are 
means unusual. 

Ivanov (Moscow Conductor): Soviet sym- 
phonic music has many admirable works its credit, 
which have fully established themselves with the public 
—Khatchatourian’s piano concerto Fifth 
Shostakovich’s Fifth; also Shebalin’s Moscow cantata. 
But what public has accepted these 
the broader masses are frightened away modern sym- 
phonic music. 

What done? Are all these works which 
are proud discarded? Are composers write 
‘light’ symphonies from now on?’ 

Shebalin: for Russian folk songs, one would think, 
listening Comrade Zakharov, that was the only 
person who understood. Maybe Comrade Zakharov 
claims papal infallibility this matter. Plenty 
composers are familiar with the whole question, and 
approach absurdly narrow. has often 
been pointed out that his own folk songs are much 
poorer and less expressive than real folk songs. 

fight against formalism and its reverse side, naturalism. 
The work Prokofieff also full contradictions. 
started out rebel against the tendencies mys- 
tical, drawing-room modernism. Hence his sharp rhythms, 
innovation’s sake,’ has artistic snobbishness. 

Knipper (Composer): Comrade Zakharov said 
yesterday that there was Soviet music, apart from 
few songs. was all too simple. not true that 
too busy the song front follow the work the 
symphonists. Music, like literature, has many genres. 
Each genre has its technical peculiarities; you can’t 
start standardizing everything. 

Zhdanov: Comrades, allow first all make 
few remarks the character our discussion. 
don’t want bring any dissonance ‘atonalism’ into 
this conclusion—even though atonalism fashionable 
nowadays. (Laughter.) Things are really bad. seems 
that the position worse than was made out here. 
Some Soviet composers also have theory that they 
will appreciated fifty hundred years. That 


terrible attitude. means complete divorce from 
the People. 


Now for naturalism. not true that drums and 
timpani must exception and not the rule music? 
must say that whole number works modern 
composers are full naturalistic noises that they re- 
mind one—if you will forgive this inelegant simile—of 
either dentist’s drill musical gas-wagon, the kind 


the Gestapo used. One just can’t take it. (Laughter and 
cheers.) 
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Shostakovich: have always listened criticism, 
and have always tried work harder and 
listening criticism now and continue listen 
it, and shall accept critical instructions. 

Zhdanov: Comrades, thirty-two persons put down 
their names speak; thirty have spoken. have received 
chits asking that close the discussion. And now, 
allow close the meeting. 


ll. KHATCHATOURIAN TOURS BULGARIA 


The effects the decree were particularly harmful 
the talents Miaskowsky and Prokofieff. Miaskowsky, 
more than any other composer, had bridged the gap 
between the classical Russian school and modern Soviet 
music. Past his prime 1948, saw his life’s work 
branded useless, formalistic trash. died August, 
1950. Prokofieff attempted make comeback with his 
opera, “Tale Real Man,” the story Soviet war 
hero, but was attacked the Soviet press recurrence 
formalism. 

Khatchatourian and Shostakovich, younger and more 
adaptable, were able orient themselves the Party’s de- 
mands. Commenting this facet Soviet musical life 
two years ago, Izgrev Sofia, also pointed out the purify- 
ing effect self criticism the careers the great Soviet 
composers 


“Contemporary music currently being played the 
USSR, consists primarily the works Prokofieff, 
Shostakovich, Khatchatourian, Miaskowsky, Shebalin, Ka- 
balevski, etc., who are known masters the world over. 
They have continued the strong tradition the great 
classic Russian composers: Glinka, Moussorgksy, Rimsky- 
Korsakoff and Tschaikowsky. 

“Soviet authorities and the Communist Party showed 
their concern for the correct development contem- 
porary music the decree February, 1948, which 
assisted those deviationist composers with formalistic 
compose authentic, realistic works. The decree 
pointed out the paths followed the great Russian and 
West European classical composers, which enabled them 
reach their creative peaks and find fresh themes 
from folk songs. 

“For the honor Soviet art, the composers mentioned 
the decree made confessions replete with sincere self- 
criticism, following which they composed masterpieces 
such ‘Song the Forests’ Shostakovich. This 
great work composed strong realistic manner.” 


Khatchatourian, Musical Arbiter 


Aram Khatchatourian was born Tiflis, Georgia, 
years ago, the son Armenian bookbinder. was 
before began study music. Enrolling Moscow 
school, studied cello but soon turned composition. 
the Moscow Conservatory studied under Miaskowsky 
and became interested Armenian, Georgian, Azerbai- 
janian and Uzbeckian folk music. His piano concerto, 
composed 1935, soon became favorite the Soviet 
Union, where was compared Liszt and Borodin. His 
First Symphony was also enthusiastically received was 
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the Gayaneh Ballet, which won him the Order Lenin 
1939 for “outstanding merit promoting the development 
Armenian art.” 

Perhaps was his strong inclination towards folk music, 
more than anything else which gave him the elasticity 
needed return Party favor after the decree 1948. 
For was the folk song which triumphed after the musical 
purge, making seem incredible that Khatchatourian had 
ever been included among those musicians indicted for 
their atonal music and divorce from the people. 

Additional procf Khatchatourian’s reinstatement 
the Party’s good graces provided his tour Bulgaria 
where lectured others the same points which caused 
his own disgrace 1948. His visit was prompted re- 
view Bulgarian music held June, 1952. Reporting 
the visit, Trud (Sofia), July 12, wrote—no doubt the irony 
unintentional—that Khatchatourian spoke most convinc- 
ingly the therapy self-criticism: 


“During the month June, 1952, meetings were held 
connection with the review Bulgarian music and 

“The statements the Soviet guests made both 
public and private meetings were especially valuable. 
The prominent Soviet composer, Aram Khatchatourian, 
rendered invaluable assistance our composers. 
criticized some compositions profoundly and explained 
many questions which were disagreement. 
Nationality musical language, according Khatcha- 
tourian, expressed the ‘aroma the folk song,’ 
which must emanate from the musical language the 
composer. This can achieved through deep study 
the folk song. 

“Khatchatourian spoke very convincingly criticism 
and self-criticism and the necessity for studying the 
basic classics Marxism-Leninism. “There 
criticism,’ concluded the great Soviet composer. ‘Criti- 
cism must saturated profound thought, professional 
skill and love for music.’ 

“The outstanding Soviet composer, Arkadii Filipenko, 
also spoke the same manner. According him, ‘na- 
tional form not something unshakable.’ develops 
and changes conformity with the conditions which 
the composer lives and creates. National form comes 


itself when the composer thoroughly acquainted with 
folk music.” 


The Press Conference 


Before concluding his Bulgarian visit, Khatchatourian 
held closed press conference attended Bulgarian musi- 
cians and journalists where answered set prepared 
questions. Otechestven Front (Sofia), June 22, 1952 car- 
ried the interview, which follows part: 


“Question: what condition you find Bulgarian 
music and the performance Bulgarian artists? 

Khatchatourian: The compositions Bulgarian musi- 
cians are very high level and there are many tal- 
ented composers. 


Question: What your opinion our ‘mass’ songs? 
Khatchatourian: The ‘mass’ song Bulgaria still 
low level [implying, however, that will im- 
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Question: What you think Bulgarian opera 
and symphonic music? 

Khatchatourian: for opera cannot 
Symphonic music was very well presented and value 
very 


Question: What your opinion the folk song? 

Khatchatourian: sincerely liked Bulgarian folk songs 
and must tell you that they made enormous im- 
pression because their variety mood and 


Question: you think our musical works continued 
show formalism after September 1944? [Date 
Communist coup Bulgaria.] 

Khatchatourian: have followed Bulgarian music 
very carefully for traces formalism and, satis- 
faction, found 


Question: What you think our composers should 
adopt Soviet musical experience more thoroughly? 


Khatchatourian: [They should] study the principles 
Soviet musical art, well art general, profoundly. 
They should study the official statements and docu- 
ments Party and Government leaders the field 
art with care. have taken into consideration the de- 
crees the Central Committee the Soviet Communist 
Party, articles Pravda this question and the art 
statements the leaders the revolution—Lenin and 
Stalin. Furthermore, Bulgarian composers and musicians 
must study the best characteristics Soviet realistic art. 
pay serious attention the necessity for Soviet and 
Bulgarian composers remain liaison and con- 
fident that Bulgarian musicians and composers, well 
artists, will constantly visit the Soviet Union masse. 


“In conclusion, before departure want express 
Committee for Science, Arts and Culture for the warm, 
sincere and friendly welcome which was accorded us, the 
Soviet composers and musicians, Sofia, Bulgaria. 
very much impressed the Bulgarian people, sunny 
Bulgaria and the laboring people, who with enthusiasm 
are building their new democratic republic. From now 
great friend Bulgaria and it§ art and will 
speak experiences here whenever possible.” 


Fatherland Music 


The far reaching influence the Soviet decree music 
the People’s Democracies evidenced quotations 
from the Satellite press. Referring the decree, Otech- 
estven Front Sofia said September 24, 1952: 


“The decree February 10, 1948, issued the Cen- 
tral Committee the Soviet Communist Party regarding 
the opera “The Great Fellowship’ and numerous other 
Soviet statements pertaining art, have had broad 
repercussions our musical life. They have contributed 
realistic and democratic achievements the part 
our young composers and towards the eradication 
some weaknesses which had raged under the influence 
decadent Western musical culture. The decree has 
helped Bulgarian composers realize their role the 
building Socialism our country.” 


Other reports the musical scene Bulgaria present 
somewhat confusing picture. The situation improving 
yet chaos prevails. One stable factor, however, provided 
the Soviet. According Otechestven Front Sofia, 
“there sector our musical, public life, which 
Soviet experience has not been taken into consideration.” 
Writing about the State Academy Music, Otechestven 
Front said June 22, 1952: 


“During the years its development, the State 
Academy Music has played very significant role 
the country’s musical culture. Despite the fact that 
the Fascist regime ignored this important educational in- 
stitute, the Academy succeeded educating number 
musicians, who today work all fields Bulgarian 
musical 


“After [the coup of] September 1944, under Govern- 
ment and Party leadership the Academy Music became 
task criticize and eradicate the faults the country’s 
music schools with particular emphasis those the 
Academy Music. The basic problems choosing 
young talent from among the working classes have not 
yet been resolved. The fact that all talented musi- 
cians continue their musical education abroad proof 
that the Bulgarian Academy Music does not give 
really complete musical education. decisive factor 
which could contribute the Academy’s work the pro- 
found study and systematic adoption the Soviet 

“Up September 1944, were only acquainted 
with the musical heritage Western Europe and was 
customary for our musical intelligentsia study 
Paris, Berlin and Vienna. Contrary Western European 
conservatories where cosmopolitanism, subjectiveness 
and decadent theories dominate, Soviet conservatories 
educate their students thoroughly and the same time 
inspire them with unlimited love the Fatherland, 
[thus turning out] skilled musicians, well-versed their 
country’s history, folk music and classics. These charac- 
teristic traits Soviet conservatories were taken into 
consideration when our conservatories were reorganized. 
Despite this revamping musical education, complete 
chaos prevails Bulgarian musical circles.” 


Great Musical 


Divergent official criticism recent operetta illus- 
trative the difficulties standardizing opinions the 
artistic field. Writing about the light opera, Deliana, 
October 31, Vecherni Novini called great musical fail- 
ure. The chief criticism being that the operetta could not 
possibly have effect the public and that its 
composer having once made the initial mistake accept- 
ing poor libretto could not succeed. The critic was in- 
credulous that during the two years preparation re- 
quired before production, one the Committee for 
Science, Arts and Culture had noticed the opera’s appal- 
ling weaknesses. the other hand, Bulgaria Today, the 
English language pictorial published Sofia, raved about 
the freshness Deliana’s subject and the moving inter- 
pretation the artists. 


NOT FOR SOCIALIST EARS 


Jazz still taboo and still played. This evidenced 
the profusion words the subject both the Satellite 
and Soviet press. Moscow weekly devoted considerable 
newsprint the matter and its February issue ran 
column Jazz.” answer reader’s ques- 
tion, “Why jazz currently condemned,” Sovetskoye 
Iskusstvo turned eloquent passage from Maxim 
Gorky, written over twenty years ago: 


“Suddenly the thoughtful silence broken the dull 
beat idiotic drumstick—one, two, three, ten, 
drumbeats and then, like lump mud dropped into 
clear, transparent water, there comes wild shrieking, 
whistling, roaring, howling and banging; inhuman voices, 
suggesting horse’s neighing, burst forth; there the 
grunting brass pigs, the braying donkeys, the croak- 
ing frogs a-wooing; all this outrageous chaos mad 
sound follows barely perceptible rhythm; and after lis- 
tening for minute two these wails one involun- 
tarily begins imagine that orchestra madmen 
performing.” 


Hammer and Sickle (Talinn), the Estonian literary 
magazine commented March 1952 that despite its 
prohibition nearly year ago jazz currently played: 


“There are still school children who are interested 
kind dance music which very low idealistic 
and artistic level. Jazz ruining the taste our youth. 
They must taught new dances. All music 
and its rendition must tightly controlled. Educating 
our youth spirit Soviet patriotism great re- 
sponsibility. Anything impeding its implementation 
must removed quickly possible.” 


Don't get excited over Saxophones 


The quasi-compromise with jazz which exists Czecho- 
slovakia has been ascribed the influence Jaroslav 
Jezek, young Czech composer who was extremely popular 
among worker and student youth between the world wars. 
Jezek, American jazz devotee and disciple Gershwin’s, 
introduced the Rhapsody Blue Prague 1936. 
though Jezek died New York during the Second World 
War, orchestral group was named for him Prague 
after the coup 1948. The orchestra’s purpose was 
provide good, new entertainment and set example 
for “progressive” dance music well light music. 

effort reconcile Jezek’s music and influence with 
the current ban jazz, the music critic Josef Burianek 
commented follows May, 1951 issue the once 
famous daily, Lidove Noviny: 


“We still cannot deny the strong, residual influence 
dance music, usually called jazz, and must come 
terms with it. present has chiefly deteriorated 
routine tastelessness—and yet for still retains 
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necessary get excited about saxophones discard 
them deep waters. Here, too, Soviet composers have 
proved that possible use jazz healthy man- 
ner. will watch carefully that the ‘Jezek Orchestra’ 
shall not deteriorate into sensational hits nightclub 
sentimentality.” 


Languorous Melodies Bucharest 


Attacking jazz for its inherent cosmopolitanism, Con- 


temporanul, the Bucharest Communist daily said the fol- 
lowing September 19, 1952: 


“In the past there have been many successes the 
fight rid our music the influence hysterical and 
cacophonous American jazz, means spiritual poison- 
ing and stultification the masses. Following the 
example Soviet popular music writers, our composers 
have tried use folk music their creations. 
Nonetheless, the cosmopolitan influence decadent 
music still felt. The perpetuation cosmopolitan 
repertories and decadent interpretations bearing the 
stamp American jazz explained the fact that our 
popular musicians have not yet succeeded creating 
large enough repertory light music replace that 
the decadent past. 

“Cosmopolitan influences are still apparent in, for 
instance, the slow waltzes Misu Xanou, ‘You and I,’ 
and ‘Always Near You,’ which are cheaply sentimental 
and reflect the influence the languorous melodies 
from the bad memories the past, that pitiful time 
nightclub music. 

Skirt with Points, ration points,’ Ion 
Vasilescu, shows the vulgar and tearful influence the 
bourgeois mode, that force which makes light music 
vehicle for the perversion the people and echo 
the soul’s most sickly state. 

influences are apparent not only [the] works, 
but also their orchestration. Some try explain this 
influence the alleged popular origin jazz, 
the magnificent songs Paul Robeson and the 
oppressed Negro people could have anything com- 
mon with the hysterical cries the so-called 

“Becoming acquainted with the works Soviet com- 
posers who created the light popular music funda- 
mentally opposed decadent bourgeois music must act 
stimulant for our musicians their efforts create 
light Romanian music, Socialist meaning and na- 
tional 

“People’s Councils all over the country, well all 
who love our arts must vigilant that the light 
music played restaurants, meetings, etc., does not 
carry the germs enemy ideology, but actually becomes 
means for patriotic education the people.” 


IV. SOCIALIST REALISM MUSIC 


its progressive tradition. shall therefore continue 
sing the songs American Negro slaves and Jaro- 
slav Jezek. Unfortunately, Jezek longer alive, but 
can imagine how would compose nowadays. 
would certainly have abandoned jazz. However, not 


The dogma Socialist realism art dates from 1932 
when was proclaimed Pravda and when the Union 
Soviet Artists was formed. This theory and its application 
music the subject essay the music critic, 
Ernest Meyer. Mr. Meyer points out that the new realism 
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must emanate from social development. Futhermore, com- 
posers must descend from Mount Olympus and write music 
intelligible the public Later, they may given oppor- 
tunity use more compiicated musical forms. The follow- 
ing quoted from his article the July, 1952, issue 
Muzyka (Warsaw) 


“Realism art does not grow automatically, itself, 


social factors provide the necessary basis for its develop- 
severe ‘ust the destructive forces bourgeois 
music, and its cheap tendencies 
sensationalism, against formalism, and against the whole 


catastrophic, misanthropic and psychopathic current 
creation. These decaying phenomena will not auto- 
matically disappear. Only their complete destruction 
shall able attain new realism our free, 
democratic and national culture. 

“We must distinguish between present realism 
and that the past. Only today had demand 
new realism, which would open wide vistas the 
future for based the past’s tradition clas- 
sical and critical realism. Only the Soviet Union and 
the People’s Democracies could one demand true 
democratic and Socialistic realism. This new realism 
must based clearly planned forms social devel- 
opment, unclouded perception that which will 
take place the process transformation. 

“Realistic art based, first all, the basic issues 
and facts social life. Such real issues are: 


“a) those that stimulate the working masses and the 
nation. Music can and must express hopes, joys, worries, 
the struggle for peace and endeavors develop the 
working 


“b) those [issues] which possess weight preserving 
peace and progress. 


“This does not mean that the themes the past must 
disregarded; definitely not, they have acquired new 
significance the text music. Art the prop- 
erty entire nation, and not select few. 
Realistic art must constant touch with those 
progressive forces which guard world peace and man- 
kind’s progress. Progress here referred constant 
struggle for liberation from the social limitations and 
bonds which result from nature, over which not 
yet have full control. Progress expresses itself awaken- 
ing spiritual and material forces mankind. follows, 
then, that art must find itself the side these pro- 
gressive forces. Realistic art must human. must 
imbued with the love man, understanding his suf- 
ferings and needs. Realistic art must not only 
human but must also describe and concern itself with 
clearly perceived types people, all creative and all 
working for the construction Socialism. must not 
filled with capitalist tendencies, but with the spirit 
and life the working masses. must not reflect, 
Plekhanov expressed it, ‘the mentality unproductive 
classes,’ but that productive people. must present 
ideas, which enrich these people, which move them 
must increase their strength and optimism. Songs 
must created for the enthusiastic, working youth. 
create and work with youth particularly important, 


for then new forms life and art may realized 
sooner. 

“Finally, realistic art must easily understood. 
obvious that does not have understood ‘immedi- 
ately.’ however, that the masses have 
chance work out their understanding 
the lesser danger for artist simplify his musical 
language, than solve new difficult problems for the 
masses. The artist must descend from his ivory tower, 
built vacuum. will eventually given op- 
portunity use more complex musical forms—today, 
however, bridge must constructed between the 
masses and art, giving them chance learn how 
appreciate music.” 


Achievements State Publishing House 


Eight years ago the Communist regime Poland estab- 
lished state musical publishing house (PWM) with head- 
quarters Warsaw. The scope and scholarly work this 
organization has been far reaching and successful that 
even the most hardened critics the present political re- 
gime acknowledge its merit. Tygodnik Powszechny, the 
Catholic weekly, which maintains unique role present- 
day Poland, that cautious critic, carried article this 
new publishing house November 16, 1952. The author, 
Stefan Kisielewski, eulogizes prodigious output and 
comments: not proponent for over-centralization, 
you well know, and would prefer several similar insti- 
tutions rather than one large. But all know that 
great deal money needed and who but the State 
can provide it.” Further excerpts from Mr. Kisielewski’s 
article follow: 


“Many thousands publications and millions 
copies give testimony the enormous success PWM 
[Polish Musical Publishing House]. may well say, 
without offending the past the present, that PWM has 
published more music and books music during its 
8-year existence than were published our country 
since Mieszko (some 1,000 years ago).... 

plan for 1953 foresees more than 250 new 
publications, one for each working day year. 


During Class Musical Forms 


With their eyes glued the miscroscope, 
Analysing carefully each note, 
Youth has lost music. 
From Muzyka (Warsaw), November, 1952 
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must realize, course, that much more diffi- 
cult publish one music book than several ordinary 
books. PWM under the direction Tadeusz Och- 
lewski, its founder, now has some 110 employees, all 
them specialists their work. Its offices and workshops 
are located nice five-story building, where special 
installations, and even concert hall, have been built. 
also keeps other printing shops Krakow, 

“What has been published far? lot, awful 
lot one could not detail even part this 
article. And this from all epochs, various schools, and 
all possible 

“Apart from the usual textbooks, choir songs, school 
books, works for amateur orchestras, there are 
also difficult, frequently super-modern symphonic com- 
positions our avant-garde: works Lutoslawski, 
Malawski, Bacewiczowna, Panufnik, Szalowski, Spisak 
and Szabelski, and many others. There also 
monumental publication all Chopin’s works, prepared 
Paderewski. 


“Restoring the Silent Sounds the 


particularly interesting part PWM’s work the 
publication old music, almost ancient compositions, 
taken from the dusty, long-forgotten archives the 17th 
and 18th centuries. Thus the ‘revised’ works old 
masters (Szarzynski, Mielczewski, Rozycki, Gorczycki, 
Zielenski, and many others) prove and others 
that Poles are not mutes, having the contrary great 
ing the silent sounds the past,’ PWM has not for- 
gotten the 19th century which, addition the 
great meteoric creations Chopin, had its Elsner, Kur- 
pinski and Stefani... 

“In the field serious critical works music, there 
Prof. Sikorski’s Harmonia, three-volume work which 
may ranked with the greatest its kind the 
world, Prof. Chybinski’s monograph Karlowicz, 
Dr. Lobaczewska’s magnificent study Szymanow- 
ski. could listing various, really good works 
forever. “Well, dear sir,’ one could say here, ‘it 
indeed panegyric you are writing! Where your sense 
may say that not everything that PWM does meets with 
complete approval. have many objections with re- 
gard works the subject musical esthetics (too 
much partiality there) and certain doubts about the pre- 
cision and historical truth Dr. Lobaczewska’s statement 
her work. Furthermore, not sure whether certain 
editions old masters are properly prepared, whether 
the selection material always correct. But—there was 
not man born yet who would satisfy all people. 


Muzyka (Warsaw), October, 1951, published critical 
review the first post-war Polish opera. Zofia Lissa, who 
wrote the review, one Poland’s best music critics and 
Communist theoreticians, well known for her prewar work: 


“Pauper Students’ Mutiny* with music 


Students (zaki Polish) constituted large group 


among university students the Middle Ages. Their studies were 
made possible private municipal funds, often rich patrons 
and art lovers. 


Cultural 


gowski and libretto Brandstaetter, was premiered 
Wroclaw, July 1951. This opera illustrates many 
the positive changes which have taken place our post- 
war music. First, represents certain stabili- 
zation our music, and second, closes that stage 
the struggle towards realistic style, which may ob- 
served other fields art. 

“The creation such ambitious work people’s 
drama which Pauper Students’ Mutiny undoubtedly rep- 
resents signal achievement. Historical drama, pre- 
senting sharp and clear social conflict, must based 
the composer’s firmly established understanding 
given historical period,. its class structure, and its 
social conflicts, well his emotional attitude to- 
wards these conflicts. All these factors contribute the 
composer’s ideological views and opinions. And 
Pauper Students’ Mutiny the expression certain 
ideological solidifying within the ranks our composers. 

“The opera not only considerable achievement 
our struggles for new style Socialist realism our 
music. also achievement the development 
Polish opera general. Its historical theme symp- 
tom ‘broadening our interest the field opera’ to- 
wards new type people’s creation. 

“The Mutiny another proof that one can and should 
break through old forms, find new means expressions 
when the contents require it. Szeligowski, taking ad- 
vantage elements various operatic forms, broke 
each them; but spite this managed create 
something that lives the stage, moves the spectator 
and convinces him with its truth and artistic logic. That 
the opera has some faults insignificant. WHat living 
creation free them. But lives. And that 
will for long time for ever-widening circle con- 
temporary spectators.” 


The Velvet Glove 


Hungarian composers are requested write works which 
are not abstract individualistic, but which will appeal 
the working masses content and form. Music should 
nationalistic, not cosmopolitan. short, composers must 
break with those Western traditions which are considered 
decadent. The ideal Socialist realism has recently been 
expanded “romantic” Socialist realism. This jargon 
supposed include the “right” music and exclude that 
deviates from the Party line. Also implies heroic motif. 

The whole question “right” and “wrong” music, ac- 
cording exiled Hungarian expert, was handled rather 
leniently Hungary until Zhdanov’s musical purge 
1948. that time the composer Ferenc Szabo became 
Hungarian music. This young and very talented 
musician was student both Bela Bartok and Zoltan 
Kodaly. confirmed Communist, emigrated the 
Soviet Union the late thirties, and returned Hungary 
only 1945. sample his approach the musical 
problem was presented Magyar Nep Budapest 
November 22, 1952: 

“Hungarian musicians are preparing for Music Week. 

long last they seem make good use themes ex- 

pressing the spirit our progressive era. Unity 

music now discussed. The gist this unity that 
there shall compromise. Only those who are 
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avowed adherents proletarian dictatorship may join 
the ranks Hungarian musicians. 

of] our mus cians know even less about our 
People’s Democracy and the life the working people 
than the writers. And even they have learned some- 
thing about it, they are unable express their 
music. 

“Our main task raise the ideological level and 
struggle against false folk art and the funereal style 
prevalent our choral singing. The politically inactive 
elements now tolerated factory choirs must in- 
doctrinated.” 


Ference Szabo has ideologically surcharged speeches 
like the above, but nothing happens. far, not single 
prominent musician has been called upon exercise the 
Communist practice “self-criticism.” Even the case 
young musicians, criticism has been confined mild 
reprimands. 


Composer Bartok and Kodaly 


the whole, safe say that musicians still enjoy 
comparative freedom expression. Much more than 
writers, scientists, sculptors and artists. This partly 
due the difficulty enforcing propaganda requirements 
music. Another important factor the strong influence 
both Bartok and Kodaly contemporary compositions. 
Because their extensive use folk music, the works 
these famous Hungarian composers enjoy favored position 
with Communist art leaders. Soviet appreciation Hun- 
garian music has also eased the tension, and the Soviet 
occupation forces and civilian personnel Hungary have 
expressed their enthusiasm practically besieging the 
Budapest Opera House. 

Both Bela Bartok and Zoltan Kodaly, Hungary’s out- 
standing contemporary composers found inspiration Hun- 
garian folk lore and music. These two musicians are re- 
sponsible for salvaging 3500 native Hungarian melodies. 
Though neither the composers endorsed the practice 
using such folk tunes their entirety, they recognized the 
value folk melody for capturing mood atmosphere. 
Although Bartok and Kodaly’s efforts along these lines 
pre-dated the Communist regime Hungary many years, 
their music was just what the Party line called for and 
perfect accord with the Soviet music resolution 1948. 
Consequently, the Communist press Hungary finds 
Bartok and Kodaly most useful for propaganda. 

Commenting Bartok’s letters Romanian composers, 
recent publication, Magyar Nemzet (Budapest), Novem- 


ber 29, 1952 quotes Bartok follows: 


“The true ideal which have always consciously fol- 
lowed since found myself music, the idea 
brotherhood among peoples, noble goal despite all 
strife and discord. this ideal, which wish serve 

“There peace the hearts the peasants and 
trace the hatred for other peoples which find 
the higher social circles.” 


The above could scarcely called expression mili- 


tant Communism, but suffices for Bartok hailed 
the “forerunner the People’s Democracy” Hungary. 


Faux Pas Odessa 


Bartok, who left Hungary 1940 escape extreme 
rightist influence, visited the Soviet Union 1930, where 
was asked make concert tour. While attending 
social gathering Odessa following one his concerts, 
hazarded slightly disparaging remark conditions the 
Soviet Union. Instantly, the guests froze like petrified 
statues and then left. Describing the incident friend, 
Bartok said: “This revealed all that the expert tour- 
ist guides tried hide.” 


Report from Prague 


the Party’s credit that our music has chosen the 
true path towards realistic ends. Czech and Slovak music 
are much indebted the Party. Without weighing the 
Party’s influence would almost impossible describe 
our foremost composers.” This statement quoted from 
speech the thirtieth anniversary the Czechoslovak 
Communist Party May, 1951. The author, musical 
theorist named Ivan Sladky, expatiated further, claiming 
that the Party had given the best composers their feeling 
responsibility towards the nation which turn determined 
the musical trends and inspirations for their work. 

exiled Czech novelist has summed his survey the 
present musical siutation, based excerpts from the Satel- 
lite press and refugee reports, these words: 


“By following concert programs and opera perform- 
ances Prague 1952, one would have the impression 
that there have been important changes musical 
life under the Communist regime. Chopin, Tchaikowsky, 
Dvorak, Smetana, Beethoven, Bach, Haydn, etc., are 
still played. Nevertheless, this impression not com- 
pletely correct, because music, well literature, 
classical works form indispensable illusion for the Bol- 
shevization art. Some the classics have been nation- 
alized for the needs the ‘New Culture,’ order 
prove that continuity exists between them and present- 
day Communist composers.” 

“However, with regard opera, the easiest musical 
form screen and use for propaganda, definite changes 
have been made. Despite these, audiences gratefully ac- 
cept their favorite works, often looking for hidden 
meanings they did under the Nazis. One witness, re- 
calling performance The Jacobine described reac- 
tions the aria Wandered Foreign Lands.’ The 
audience rose and applauded. ‘It was almost like 


Unhealthy Stress Rhythm 


Light music versus serious, one the major points 


contention the Moscow Musicians’ Conference, was also 


debated Tvorba, February 22, 1951: 


“Today, the conflict between so-called serious and 
popular music has disappeared. Light music 
longer object for commercial profit. Every composer 
considers honor write good, melodic and joyful 
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compositions, which will heard audiences thou- 
sands. 

“New composers must concentrate chiefly melody 
and the unhealthy and erroneously placed stress 
rhythms and harmony must disappear. Music must 
written for the pleasure all and help support man’s 
faith his kind, Communism and peace, and most 
important all, his desire work. Composers must 
master the art light music such extent that 
their new works emanate from basic popular feelings 
and joyfulness. Music must appeal the people and 
written for the people. This aim must result defeat 
for every formalist. 


There question tonal versus atonal music the 
Iron Curtain countries. The matter was decided the 
Composers Conference 1948: Stalin likes melody! the 
Western world, however, the question means 
closed. The New York Times recently carried the following 
headline: “Composers’ Forum Startled Work.” New 
York’s music connoisseurs were amazed the work’s 
melodic content. “How dare you write singable tune 
this day and age?” queried outraged member the 
audience. Mr. Cheney, the composer the “shocking” 
new work, replied, think melody going with 
long time.” 


Keep Asking 


The folk-song, that musical form which triumphed over 
the symphony the Moscow Music Conference the focus 
considerable attention Czechoslovakia. Certain songs 
need special plugging, others need suppressed. cur- 
rent song the regime wishes popularize has the innocuous 
title “People Keep Asking Me.” Its theme, however, has 
not “caught on.” deals with cows brought from indi- 
vidual farms the collective cowshed! 

order keep track other folk-songs which the 
regime has become sensitive to, due the public’s skill 
changing meanings and emphases, decree has been issued 
requiring that all words and tunes registered with the 
Ministry Education, Art and Science Prague. then 
becomes the duty regional police see that unau- 
thorized songs are sung. 


Problems Programming 


Contemporanul, Bucharest cultural weekly, carried 
article its October issue the “Repertory Sym- 
phonic Concerts.” Working from the premise that “Sym- 
phonic orchestras today are duty-bound promote Ro- 
manian and Soviet composers,” Mr. Conta continues: 


the past our symphonic orchestras have been 
able promote realistic works even greater 
degree than present. Such works were much appre- 
ciated the working people. the same time 
these achievements did not completely satisfy the needs 
the people because concert activity maintained 
isolated character and did not follow unified pat- 
tern. There have been periods when concert reper- 
tories were composed entirely Western works. 

“Although the State Philharmonic 
Bucharest renewed its activity month ago, has 
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far only programmed classical works, completely neglect- 
ing the works contemporary Romanian and Soviet 
composers. The criteria for selecting work was 
not ideological, realistic popular, but merely arbi- 
trary. Thus, some orchestras scheduled Romanian, 
Western, Soviet Russian work mechanically, without 
considering the meaning the specific work involved, 
[Resulting the programming] such formalistic, 
unpopular work Ravel’s piano concerto. 

“The Musical Division the Committee for Arts has 
not yet succeeded establishing pattern for planning 
repertories. last season suffered from excessive con- 
cert planning then this season suffers from lack 
planning. The Committee for Arts drew long 
list some hundreds musical works from which or- 
chestras could choose their programs. 

“But difficult see how orchestras will able 
make good selection works suitable for the edu- 
cation masses listeners. The majority the 
works Romanian and Soviet composers, well 
those from the People’s Democracies, are yet un- 
known most conductors and soloists. The Music 
Division the Committee for Arts has often followed 
conductors’ preferences, thus renouncing their stand for 
principles. the duty this Committee adopt 
firm, unshakable position regarding the new season’s rep- 
ertory. Symphonic orchestras must stop improvising 
programs and must follow the Committee’s 

“An excellent device for the planning series 
concerts start from ideological basis selecting 
themes related current problems, such the people’s 
fight for Socialism and peace. Conductors will profit 
the ideological education from such 
programs. Sometimes, conductors, instead offering 
works realistic and popular nature, offer works 
which they think are liable produce ‘more effect 


Music Also for 


Last summer music, song and dance festival took place 
Tirana, Albania. This celebration, which reputedly took 
five months prepare, was attended 1500 persons from 
music and folklore groups. Among those present were 
Premier General Enver Hoxha and the Russian Minister. 
The festival’s primary purpose was illustrate the happi- 
ness the Albanian people and their enthusiasm for the 
“Defense Peace” campaign. Covering the event its 
July issue, Bashkimi (Tirana) said: 


“Folklore groups from all over the country took part 
this festival [which], with its mass participation 
men, women and children, clearly showed its popular 


“Particularly significant was the large participation 
women. The women from the northern moun- 
tains who the past, during the rule the tribesmen, 
had been left misery, demonstrated their presence 
the great social transformation taking place all our 
provinces under the Party’s direction. 


“The songs and dances, the music and costumes, the 
folklore war and peace, presented Tirana today 
are big contribution the traditions and artistic 
wealth our people [they] also immortalize the 
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heroic period the liberation well the peaceful 
work the present. 

“With great love their hearts, our people sang for 
the Party, for Enver, the glorious Soviet Union and 
for our great defender, Stalin. The cause peace 
the sacred cause our people but while were 
holding the Peace Festival, warmongers, headed 
Americans, were trying provoke war. 


THE FOURTH ESTATE 


captive Europe, press censorship has reached the 
highest degree Second only the 
Party hierarchy itself, Communist discipline has its oldest 
tradition the press. Back the Communist news- 
papers censored themselves the fate the Bolshevik 
world revolution depended their every word. 
Czechoslovakia, this stylized control threefold. Policy- 
making and final authority vested the Ministry 
Information and Enlightenment, which daily teletypes 
its directives the regional offices the State Press 
Agency. “Prague Orders,” these directives are called, 
are subsequently rushed sealed envelopes newspaper 
editors. Distribution, space allotment and location 
each item are covered the orders, well official 
texts such vital news the recent Slansky trial. Recruit- 
ing and indoctrination newsmen also handled the 
Ministry. The State Police (STB) second command, 
charged with screening all papers for “state secrets.” The 
least powerful but most ticklish phase handled 
within newspaper’s own editorial office, where some 
trusted Party member must initial each page before pub- 
lication. 


escaped sportswriter, until recently sports editor 
daily Prostejov (Moravia), described his experiences 
with the screening board the Ministry Information 
these words: 


“Suspect editors and reporters were called one one 
before the examination board the Czechoslovak Jour- 
nalists’ Union. was asked, did you publish re- 
ports that Western agency, UP, late 1950?” 
When answered that people wanted read sports news 
from the West too, was told that was practising 
cosmopolitanism. 


“The following questions came rapid succession: 

you Soviet movies? you read Soviet 
literature? What you know about Lenin and Stalin? 
What the importance the October Revolution? What 
your opinion about the nationalization capitalists’ 
property?’ Finally was asked, “Why the make-up 
your sports page sensational? looks like Ameri- 
can paper.’ was then advised follow the make-up 
Soviet papers more closely, use uniform type for head- 
lines, not mix different kinds type, and use 
Nonpareil [the smallest type] most the time.” 


Finishing School for Journalists 


Another recently escaped newspaperman from Czecho- 


slovakia described the reindoctrination center journal- 
ists which attended Bohemia. 


“The Union Czechoslovak journalists uses Roztez 
Manor Bohemia for political re-education journal- 
ists who either have not been members the Communist 
Party who, although they hold Party cards, not 
hold political convictions which are Party require- 
ments. Full-time educational courses, lasting three 
months, are held twice year. Until last year, the selec- 
tion candidates was left the editors-in-chief 
various papers, but since they usually chose people the 
paper could easily spare—old, very young, sick—the 
Union has now taken over the job picking candidates. 

The school program divided into six parts: History 
the Communist Party, Gapitalist Economy, Socialist 
Economy, Foreign Policy, the State and Socialist Esthe- 
tics. Students are split into discussion groups with 
Communist leader who reports their progress the 
Union. Communist also assigned each dormitory 
for five six people, that one gets opportunity 
talk openly.” 

“These collectives five six met each afternoon 
after four these meetings members examined 
each other and set tasks for the next day. From time 
time mass discussions among all groups were arranged 
and each collective contributed 15-minute lecture 
previously agreed upon theme. There are final ex- 
aminations, but partial reports are sent the Journal- 
ist’s Union, Party secretariat and the police.” 


Their daily routine described follows: 
calisthenics 


7:30- 7:45 washing and making beds 
7:45- and “headlines,” 


[resume day’s news.] 


8:15- 9:00 progressive song drill 
9:00-12:30 

12:30- 2:00 lunch and leisure 

2:00- 

4:00- 4:15 teatime 

4:15- 6:30 meeting the collectives 


6:30- 7:00 supper 
7:00-10:00 time, generally filled with discus- 


sions, movies, lectures and Russian 
classes. Lights out. 


The Word Must Spread 


The role the press Communist state was succinctly 
defined Scanteia, Bucharest’s leading daily and broad- 
cast over Bucharest radio September 14, 1952. “the 
informant and collective educator the working people 
well the collective organizer their creative activity. 
constitutes true school which the working 
people gradually learn how organize their new life and 
work for Socialist construction. addition one 
the chief means for disseminating culture among the 
masses.” However, according analysis made the 
Romanian Party’s Central Committee and the Council 
Ministers, efficient circulation, prime factor, has not been 
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achieved. This delay delivery “has seriously damaged 
the activity Party organizations connection with the 
strengthening the worker-peasant alliance 
Socialist transformation agriculture.” 


Blind Reporting 


Rahva Haal Talinn, took local Estonian newspapers 
task recently for their poor and indiscriminate journal- 
ism. The survey was carried under the headline “Working 
methods editorial boards improved,” the issue 
March 1952: 


“Instead improving the working process the edi- 
torial board and being more demanding the secretary 
the editorial board and the literary con- 
tributor Comrade Paaver tries all the work 
himself. 


“Tee Kommunismile, the Viljandi region, has been 
unable satisfy the demands its readers most in- 
stances. Every issue the paper carries the same stand- 
ard type. Identical reports are published which only 
the names and figures relating the various kolkhozes 
and enterprises are changed. News briefs articles con- 
cerning kolkhozes individuals are either unsigned 
pseudonyms are used cover the identity local report- 
ers. None the correspondents had visited the 
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places talked with the people, learned about the 
actual situation which they described. 


Dagmar—Estonian Version 


school correspondents has emerged which de- 
scribes everything mass production—places where they 
have not been and events about which they know noth- 
ing. Editors approve their articles, although they are 
aware that the correspondents not know the actual 
situation they are describing. Sometimes the correspond- 
ent has not even seen the person about whom writ- 
ing. typical example such professional journalists 
Dagmar Valentin Tedre another. does 
not have full-time job, but manages give the impres- 
sion that regular journalist. Osvald Peltser, 
all-time record breaker. January published 
articles Tee Kommunismile. addition pub- 
lished seven articles, one report, five poems and edi- 
torials The Tractorists’ News. (He also employed, 
the political the Raudna Tractor Station.) 
Comrade Peltser’s attention should drawn the 
fact that the quality articles, editorials and poems 
inevitably suffers when they are produced such 
quantity. 

“Comrade Vaher, the executive secretary [Tee Kom- 
munismile’s] editorial board who charge cultural 
problems, makes attempt increase his knowledge 
Marxism-Leninism.” 
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News 


Animal Traffic 


official Prague news source reported December 
that the first shipment animals from China, including 
rare varieties giant salamanders, pythons, monkeys, birds 
and alligators, had been delivered safely zoos Hun- 
gary, Czechoslovakia and the USSR. The report con- 
tinued: 


“This shipment result agreements made 
zoological gardens the People’s Republic China 
with zoos the People’s Democracies and the Soviet 
Union for the exchange rare species and 
the interchange experience pertaining the ad- 
ministration zoos. 

“The group Chinese zoologists and animal tamers 
who arrived Prague after delivering the cargo wild 
animals the Soviet Union and Hungary said that the 
animals were greatly appreciated the authorities 
the Central Animal Administration the USSR and the 
Budapest Zoo. 

“The group will remain [in Prague] for week before 
embarking the last lap its trip the German 
Democratic Republic. The Leipzig Zoo due receive 
many animals addition those already sent air 
last April. 

“Next year the first consignment rare animals from 
the People’s Democracies will sent Peking for dis- 
tribution the Chinese zoos.” 


Border Violations Cited 


The Belgrade daily Borba, November 29, alleged that 
the frontier authorities the Hungarian, Romanian, Bul- 
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garian and Albanian governments provoked 4,966 incidents 
the Yugoslav border from the first half 1948 the 
middle November, 1952. Most the cited incidents 
occurred this year: 1,966 against 1,517 last year and 
442 1949. the course the incidents, said Borba, 
Yugoslav frontier guards were killed and were 
wounded. 


Long Road Recovery 


Five thousand miles approximately the distance be- 
tween Stockholm and Johannesburg, between New York 
and Uruguay. also the distance that locomotive 
from Soviet Russia’s Rjazan-Ural railroad must travel 
order repaired. The Estonian daily Rahva Haal 
(Tallinn), September 11, wrote: 


“At meeting the Party cell the Locomotive 
Coach Repair Works, several interesting facts were re- 
vealed. For example, locomotives are brought from the 
Rjazan-Ural railroad Tallinn repaired. For this 
they have cover distance which totals, both ways, 
8000 kilometers [5000 miles].” 


Question Identification 


Two strangers were admiring handsome new car 
street Prague. One said the other, “Isn’t that beau- 
tiful? superb achievement the unexcelled 
Soviet industry!” The other man stared him and said, 
“But that’s American car. Don’t you know one when 
you see one?” The other replied, “Certainly do. But 
don’t know you!” 
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Poison Panorama 


giant exhibition entitled “This America” opened 
December the arsenal building Warsaw. Among 
the hundreds trophies display, there is, according 
Radio Warsaw December 16, “bacterial bomb dropped 


Korea American troops”: 


“After year’s work, the organizers the exhibition 
have gathered rooms hundreds valuable docu- 
ments, photostats and photographs, well original 
specimens which depict the real face America and 
illustrate this story the fight progressive forces 
America against capitalist oppression and exploitation. 

“The first section, occupying several rooms, shows epi- 
sodes from the War Independence the US, and 
illustrates the 300-year-old struggie the Negro people 
for their liberation. Dozens documents show how 
the colossal profits American potentates have been 
swelling result the exploitation black and 
white slaves. The figures the diagrams are eloquent: 
the policy discrimination against Negroes nets multi- 
millionaires four billion dollars annually. American 
imperialism represented the exhibition enor- 
mous octopus whose tentacles bear the names Morgan, 
Rockefeller, Mellon, Ford and others. Authentic photo- 
graphs clearly show the characteristics American life 
—the opulence and luxury enjoyed handful 
parasites, and the appalling, indescribable misery the 
working masses. 

“The degeneration the press illustrated dozens 
original examples. The effects such ‘literature’ are 
shown the following figures: 1950, every sec- 
onds serious offense was committed the US; every 
five minutes murder attempted murder com- 
mitted. The exhibition also contains documents depict- 
ing the great wave propaganda and terror means 
which ruling circles attempt stifle the growing 
fight the American people for peace, freedom and 
social justice. words Eugene Dennis, Secretary 
General the Communist Party, who has been im- 
prisoned the American Fascists, are quoted the 
exhibition. stated that the Fascists would not succeed 
putting ideas behind bars. 

“One the sections the exhibition shows means 
historical data that United States policy policy 
invasion and aggression, that during its history the 
has waged 119 wars which 8,600 battles were fought. 

“Other documents show the brutality American 
economic expansion. Some the businesses which 
home make only percent profit their capital, de- 
rive much percent abroad. the same time, 
American capital ousting its imperialist rivals every- 
where. 

“Photographs well original specimens, among 
them bacterial bomb dropped Korea, reveal the 
dreadful crimes committed American troops Korea 
and China. 

“Separate rooms the exhibition deal with the pow- 
erful scope the fight for peace throughout the world. 
luminous board illustrates the development the 
liberation movement. Quotations from speeches 
outstanding peace fighters say that nations not want 
new war, that they want live and build peace.” 


News Briefs 


Yield 


Recently book entitled The New Crop, containing 
works young Communist writers, was published 
Hungary. The book was panned critics, and Novem- 
ber the literary journal Ujsag (Budapest), 
carried account the discussion held young writers 
over the value the book. The article reproved the 
young poets and writers with exceptional severity: 


“Members the Youth Section the Writers Associa- 
tion met conference. The head the Education 
Department made the introductory speech which 
gave vivid picture this new but unsatisfactory point 
Hungarian literature. Everyone expected that the en- 
suing discussion would reveal the root the mistakes 
and the same time show the road improvement. 

“Instead, several the writers did not even appear 
the discussion, and those present wrapped themselves 
thick silence. The few who ventured comment did 
everything their power avoid the issue and in- 
troduce irrelevant topics into the discussion. They 
defended each other’s works and rigidly rejected the 
criticism. These faults originate from the same root 
the mistakes the book The New Crop. The source 
all this lack militant Communism the young 
writers, and even more, bourgeois influence. The latter 
the greatest obstacle the development our young 
poets. Until this eliminated and the young people 
face their basic mistakes, the new crop will just 
poor the old one.” 


How Long, Editor? 


Problems bureaucracy continue plague Polish 
workers. The Warsaw weekly Wies, No. 45/52, published 
the following letter from one its readers: 


“Once read that there place near the North Pole 
where the day lasts exactly half year. The Forestry 
Administration applies the same measure time where 
settlement matters related the forestry workers 
concerned. shall explain this example: 


“The Forestry Administration Korniszewice received 
some raincoats for the forestry workers. This happened 
sometime during the fall last year. The raincoats 
arrived and were stored. waited, but finally wrote 
letter the editor this magazine. course the 
editor not God, was explained the Office 
the Forestry Administration, but some way the letter 
helped the raincoats. June, which time was 
easier for endure their absence, the coats were dis- 
tributed us. But was puzzled the explanation, 
which was forwarded the editor, which was 
clearly stated, “The raincoats were distributed among the 
workers within two days after their arrival the des- 
tination. 


“Try figure this out: from the end October 
until June there are two days, then how long will 
take arrange such matters lack water and light, 
and allocation blankets and towels? The Forestry 
Administration has promised ten times that ‘in the next 
few days’ all will arranged. But the meantime, 
count and 


Foul Play 


Sports are officially encouraged Romania, but accord- 
ing least one refugee, competitive games are played 


somewhat sour key: 


“The two soccer teams Series [equivalent 
baseball league the US] most favored the Com- 
munist regime are the Army team Casa Centrale 
Armatei and the Dynamo team Securitatea. When- 
ever player injured otherwise missing from one 
these teams, they take substitute from another team 
Series although this probihited the official 
rules. During games with other teams Series the 
public openly sympathizes with the opponents CCA 
Dynamo, because they believe the referee favors the 
Communist teams. Fans also show open hostility 
players ‘borrowed’ from other teams CCA and 


Dynamo. 

“Once the public did side with the CCA team. This 
was when, the ANEF stadium Bucharest, game 
was held with the Stalino team miners from the Don 
basin. this occasion the Romanians demonstrated 
their dislike for the Soviet referee who took charge 
the game with obvious partiality. The final score was 
two one favor the Soviets, regular goal made 
the Romanians was considered offside the referee. 
Public protests against the Soviet referee’s decision lasted 
for over minutes. 

“When the Soviet team toured the country, playing 
all the Romanian provincial towns, only one team 
Romanian workers had the satisfaction tying the 
Soviets. The latter won every one their other games, 
which did little further friendly relations between the 
two countries.” 


Women's 


Sztandar Mlodych (Warsaw), October 24, drew 
graphic comparison between women’s work the West 
and Poland where women “even have the right 


tractor drivers and stokers.” 


(Note: Based anti-West sentiment, the term taxi girl 
English has been incorporated into Polish slang 


expression for loose women.) 


Look this, you 

Who believe Dollar paradise 

And believe everything 

BBC barks. Unemployed girls, hungry, 
Choose the grim life 

Taxi girl. 


Look here! See 

Where the rights women are paper 
And where they are real rights. 

Girls who work tractors 

And stokers. Even girl 

May aspire 
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Honor Guards 


Bulgarian exile gives the following brief description 
the honor guards posted Sofia’s public buildings and 
monuments: 


“The Mausoleum Georgi Dimitrov watched 
guards honor belonging special military detach- 
ment [People’s Militia] which also has the duty main- 
taining order case war, strikes, riots, etc. The 
soldiers this detachment have special uniforms which 
differ from those the regular army. Their blue caps 
have red bands, their dark green jackets and trousers 
are the Soviet style. These soldiers are guard 
all the Ministries, State banks and offices well 
the villa Premier Vulko Cherenkov Boyana (the 
former villa the Legation). 


“Two such guards are constantly duty the right 
and left the Mausoleum entrance. Inside the building, 
there are officers every corner watching the sightseers. 


“With the exception some tourist groups students 
from the country, few people the Mausoleum 
ordinary days. However, Communist holidays and 
especially the anniversary Dimitrov’s death there 
lively coming and going citizens, students and 
soldiers during the whole day. These persons are re- 
cruited means circular letters leaflets in- 
structions from their places work.” 


Control From Within 


While government control over larger portions the 
population comparatively well known, little detailed 
information has reached the West concerning the functions 
those agents called “house trustees” who control the 
lives the individual his home. refugee who escaped 
August has furnished comprehensive account the 
entire “house trustee system” Hungary: 


“The house trustee the Party agent who exercises 
the most direct control over the individual citizen. 
subordinate ‘house bloc trustee,’ man responsible 
for five ten houses and subordinated turn 
‘house bloc council.’ The house bloc councils work 
alongside district local councils ‘local 


the favors and whims the “house trustee” depend, 
some degree, the individual security and comfort 
tenant. This can seen from description his 
duties: 


“(a) The house trustee signs all applications addressed 
tenants government offices, issues certificates attest- 
ing tenant’s insolvency, approves initially all 
applications for medical treatment. tenant out 
favor with his house trustee may find himself receiving 
aid ill, and favorable action any requests 
may pose the government. The house trustee 
further makes the initial decision whether ten- 
ant who receives gift parcels from abroad should en- 
titled duty-free delivery. 
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“(b) The house trustee keeps records whom ten- 
ants visit, whom they receive visitors, how often they 
entertain, when they return home night, how they 
dress, what kind furniture they own, even what kind 
garbage they throw away. Statistical reports are regu- 
larly filled out the house trustee, and these reports 
form one medium through which the higher levels the 
Party are constantly touch with the countless facets 
every life which are the duty house trustees 
note. the summer 1952, for example, house 
trustee had answer such questions as: number 
persons living his house, number apartments, 
tenants’ professions, names persons 
number dependent persons and number apart- 
ments which changed hands, with statistical data the 
new tenants. 


Every Monday afternoon the house trustees report 
the office the house bloc council submit their written 
reports the week’s events the apartments under their 
jurisdiction: change tenants, births, deaths, loss jobs, 
etc. They receive their orders from the bloc trustee 
this occasion. 

The bloc trustee countersigns and checks all requests 
made tenants which have already been signed the 
house trustee. Theoretically, the bloc trustee merely checks 
make certain that the document order, that the 
house trustee’s signature has not been forged, etc. But 
the performance this function the bloc trustee may call 
the tenant before him check the tenant’s story, and, 
this means, also check the trustee’s activities, zealousness 
and reliability. 

While the house trustees report regularly the bloc 
trustees, still another form liaison maintained. “bloc 
liaison officer” charged with maintaining permanent 
son between house trustees and bloc trustees and between 
the various bloc trustees and the bloc councils. His role 
considered important, because serves yet another 
agency control. his rounds the various offices, the 
bloc liaison officer has opportunity observe tenants, 
house trustees, bloc trustees and everyone else. 


addition the Monday visits, house trustees attend 
regular meetings which are generally held district Party 
headquarters. These are considered “festive” affairs and 
the room decorated with red bunting, red flowers, por- 
traits Stalin and Rakosi, etc. The Party Secretary opens 
the meeting with address, followed “cultural pro- 
gram” and long discussion period. 


The main topic discussion such meetings always 
subject immediate political interest, and the discus- 
sions generally center how the subject may best 
brought the tenants’ attention. Tenants’ meetings are 
planned. The contributions exacted from tenants for 
the maintenance the bloc offices are decided vote 
these meetings. recently prominent topic discussion 
was collect money for Korea. slogan was 
worked out: “Those who contributed their places 
work should contribute again their homes!” corps 
agents then collected from ten fifteen forints from each 
individual, 


Baseball: New and Old 


The Czechoslovak weekly Zivot (Bratislava), October 
31, published article the ancient Russian ball game 
lapta, from which, claim the Soviet women authors, the 
American game baseball derived: 


“It well known that lapta—on the lines which 
baseball played—was popular Russian villages 
when the United States was not yet the map the 
world. But what did they this game the United 
States? 


“The greatest baseball player his time, Cobb, 
his memoirs published Life, wrote ‘My body 
covered from head toe with scars but left sou- 
venirs the bodies all the players league, 
The fate Harry Collman, one the fore- 
most players his time, typical. When retired, 
died malnutrition. 

“Baseball America founded the crudest adver- 
tising stunts. spite the great profits the game, 
the players are better than slaves.” 


Conduct Contract 


According contract recently signed Hungary, 
parents must now guarantee their children’s conduct the 
State. This contract was devised result complaints 
Magda Joboru, Deputy Minister Education, that 
truancy endangering the success the State educational 
program. Nok Lapja (Budapest), October 23, reported 
the drive correct this “undermining” Hungarian 
schools: 


“The Rakoczi Ferenc General School Nagykoros has 
started drive bring about closer relations between 
schools and parents. The school appealed the parents 
sign binding contract giving full support the 
teachers their attempt restore discipline the 
school and raise the general standard education. The 
suggestion was favorably received the Democratic 
[Communist] Association Hungarian Women and the 
contract was signed last Sunday honor 
November 


“At Parent-Teacher meeting all General Schools 
Nagykoros, Comrade Jozsef Biro explained the signifi- 
cance the contract. According this agreement, par- 
ents are obliged send children school regularly and 
put end unwarranted absenteeism. addition, 
they check the homework and report cards the chil- 
dren each week. Parents must watch children’s conduct 
they pass their homes that discipline the streets 
will assured. Furthermore, parents promise not 
take their children the movies other entertainment 
the evening, and will make sure that during study 
time children are seen the streets. The final point 
the contract was that parents will attend all meetings 
regularly.” 


Address Unknown 


Residents Bulgarian cities seem unaware changes 
street names made the Communists. Vecherni 


Novini (Sofia), October traveller tells his unsuccess. 


ful search for Gorki” Street: 


arrived the city Tolbuhin the very happy 
and solemn occasion the Bulgarian-Soviet Friendship 
celebration. After the meeting set off visit friend 

“First inquired the management the Hotel 
‘Moscow’ about the location this street. However, 
turned out that ‘Moscow’ was not familiar with ‘Maxim 
Gorki.’ 

“Then asked few pedestrians; again, nobody knew 
the street. The people shrugged their shoulders and 
looked surprise. They had never heard such 
street. Later, went into few grocery stores, two 
book shops and barber shop—again with results. 
The policemen could not help either. Finally, with 
great effort, found taxi. For half hour rode 
around the city. Still could not spot ‘Maxim 
Street. 

“At last went the People’s City Council. asked 
the vice-president, who looked puzzled and said, 
minute. Let ask the President the Fatherland 
Front.’ was introduced him. But even this distin- 
guished citizen couldn’t tell the location ‘Maxim 
Gorki’ Street. 

“Finally, learned from passerby that this street 
150 feet from the Hotel 


Universal Weakness? 


The age-old practice tipping not easily discarded, 
even Socialized economy. Kvety (Prague), October 
30, reproved workers for their “lack dignity:” 


“Tipping bad custom. degrades both sides— 
the tipper and the receiver. Tips are bribes given 
poor aborgines their white masters. country 
which makes sure that everyone well paid for his 
work, absolutely unnecessary bend spines such 
manner. One kind tipping especially repulsive; 
that is, when tips are more less forcibly extorted. 
This bad habit noticeable among the employees the 
moving department the Czechoslovak Auto Transport 
enterprise. The foreman usually extends his open palm 
before his men carry the furniture into the house. 
counts the fear that the furniture might not 
delivered safely. Such habits are beneath the dignity 
the employees national enterprises, and the Trade 
Union should take hand stamping them out.” 


Long-Playing Records 


Radio Prague, October 30, announced that Czecho- 
slovakia has now begun production long-playing phono- 
graph records: 


“The Czechoslovak phonograph industry has begun 
records. These new records, made 
home-manufactured plastics, require new type 
phonograph which already being produced and which 
will suitable for both regular and long-playing rec- 
ords. Trade inquiries for Czech long-playing records 
have already been received from far afield Brazil, 
Australia and South Africa.” 
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White Wash 


November 18, Budapest, daily newspaper the 
Budapest Municipal Council and the Budapest Committee 
the Communist Party, carried feature article the 
rapid development the Patyolat [Snow-White] Enter- 
prise. This municipal laundry the successor the ex- 
propriated Budapest laundries and cleaners. major dif- 
between the private laundries and the Patyolat 
Enterprise that while the competitive laundries delivered 
customers within two three days, the new nation- 
alized firm even its director was compelled admit the 


“The public often dissatisfied with the laundering, 
achieve better results, laboratory has been established 
for the purpose solving these problems, because the 
customers’ complaints regarding these services are per- 
fectly justified. Another important task shorten 
the service time. the third and fourth quarters 
1951 the laundering service took three, four five 
weeks. have now progressed far that for several 
months the service has not taken more than ten days. 
Stalin’s Birthday [December 21]—with the help and 
guidance the Party and eliminating our mistakes 
—we will reduce the time service one week.” 


Rules the Game 


Political situations can significantly revealed the 
games children. The 13-year-old boy who recently 
escaped from Poland and was reunited with his father 
Great Britain described post-war version “cops-and- 
robbers,” game widely popular among Polish boys called 
“Partizan,” for which “members” are carefully recruited. 
Those rejected “Partizan” members, according this 
report, join “Russian” “Nazi” group and become 
the 


“In nearly every community groups boys calling 
themselves ‘Partizans’ have been formed. They model 
their activities after the tales partisan action during 
the last war and the stories Soviet partisans 
presented the Polish schoolbooks. 

“Recruiting for these ‘Partizan’ groups carefully 
undertaken the older members. Candidates for the 
group are ‘observed’ for some time, usually for two 
three weeks. Those rejected the group 
have the alternative joining the so-called ‘Russian’ 
group; and, some villages, there are also ‘Nazi’ groups 
forming another type enemy. 

“All the boys know which group their friends and 
acquaintances belong. The use pseudonyms pri- 
mary feature the game. Some those used the 
‘Partizan’ group are Odwazny Lesny special- 
ist tracking], Murarz specialist fortification con- 
struction], Orzel [reference the Polish crest] and 
Wiewiorka [good climbing trees]. The pseudonyms 
used the ‘Russian’ group are simpler. ‘Stalin,’ 
‘Molotov,’ etc. are commonly used. Among the 
‘Nazi’ groups names from Hitler’s time are popular. 

“Each ‘Partizan’ group composed nine twelve 


boys under the direction commanding officer, his 
deputy and liaison officer. Each group has its own 
password. This word one the strictest secrets 
the entire game. The group [of which our informant 
was commanding officer] used the code word Wolnosc 
[liberty]. Each group also issues special identification 
card which carries the family name, age and address, 
and stamped with crude facsimile the eagle with 
crown—the Polish national crest. 


“Every formation has its own headquarters. These 
are set forests wartime bunkers, or, better still, 
dug out dens caves. Camouflaging the headquarters 
serious art. The headquarters [of our informant] had 
been specially constructed the group and wild roses 
were growing around it. For the two years its exist- 
ence had never been discovered anybody. Head- 
quarters, most cases, are equipped with some kind 
illumination and some tables and chairs. Here the staff 
not only plans its strategy but trapped ‘foes’ are ‘tried.’ 


“The main objectives the game are (a) track 
down the foe’s headquarters and demolish completely 
and (b) organize surprise raids during the foe’s meet- 
ings and capture 


Are Educated Enough" 


Technically required reading for members the Bul- 
garian General Trade Union, the newspaper Trud 
October 17, deplored its own low circulation figures and 
remonstrated with reluctant subscribers: 


“Many the instructions given the Trade Unions 
the importance members subscribing Trud are 
first sent the District Committee and then forwarded 
the Profcommittees, where they usually remain. The 
president the Russe District Committee charge 
credit and exchange, does not admit his mistakes, does 
not receive criticism properly, but says only, ‘We know 
our work.’ Months have passed since was informed 
about the poor circulation Trud and yet nothing has 
been done. does not even know that the workers 
‘Narmag’ Russe, including the president the 


Trade Committee, not take even one copy 


number employees the District Pharmacy 
Enterprise, including the director Pharmacy No. 
the chief accountant the enterprise ‘Nikola Kolev’ and 
their wives, say, ‘We are educated enough,’ and that 
why they not subscribe the newspaper.” 


Revolutionary Celebrants 


The celebration (held November according the 
new calendar) the anniversary the October Revolu- 
tion major event Polish schools. interview with 
Polish cadets who recently escaped has furnished the fol- 


lowing description the general form this celebration 
takes: 


week two before the holiday, all schools start 
preparing for the celebrations. There are two kinds 
preparation; ‘spiritual’ one (ideological indoctrina- 


, 


and that concerning the organization the cere- 
mony itself. 

“The ideological preparation consists number 
lectures dealing with present-day Poland and the rest 
the world. The pupils are reminded the results the 
October Revolution. The teachers speak the legal 
guarantees given this Revolution the working 
classes—the right study, the right self-government, 
the right lead the State. Pupils are assigned compo- 
sitions the following subjects: “The Victory Com- 
“The October Revolution the Decisive 
Moment the History the World,’ ‘The Brilliant 
Future the USSR Comparison with the Failure 
the Capitalist Countries.’ all schools, the ZMP 
[Youth] organization organizes ideological meetings, us- 
ing the slogan: ‘Aware the sense the October 
Revolution, the youth our school voluntarily takes the 
pledge commemorate the holiday and thereby shows 
its true political attitude and understanding.’ 

“The preparations regarding the organization the 
ceremony consist propaganda work for the decora- 
tion the classrooms with red flags and pictures 
heroes the Revolution, the sale Revolutionary 
books special stands set the streets, and collect- 
ing money for monument tablet honor one 
the great revolutionaries. 

“On the day the anniversary, rally held 
elaborately decorated hall. Attendance compulsory. 
The program for the meeting worked out the school 
management and the ZMP. consists the following: 

“Russian dances, such the ‘Cossack,’ “Trojka,’ 
and Polish dances, such the ‘Krakowiak’ and 

“Choruses, chiefly Soviet songs such the Stalin 
Cantata; 

“Poetry recitals and one-act plays such The New 
Women. 

“After the official part the rally over, the chair- 
man reads out the results pledges taken the pupils 
honor the anniversary the October Revolu- 
tion. These pledges may certain number work 
hours offered for the benefit the school, i.e., repairs 
inside the school building, etc. Another less concrete 
pledge the decision eliminate poor marks one 
class other. 

“In some schools, dances are arranged after the cere- 
mony. such cases, the ZMP president will speak be- 
tween dances saying, see what the Revolution has 
brought you. there had been Revolution you 
would not have had such fun today. pledge that from 
now shall not dance American dances any more. 
Let’s dance only the popular dances.’ 

“At the end the festivities, the chairman greets the 
guests, expressing his hopes that they will all meet again 
next year still greater number and the ‘ever 
greater success Socialism.’ Then everybody sings the 
hymn the World Federation Democratic [Com- 
munist] Youth.” 


News Briefs 


Shortage Candidates? 
Otechestven Front (Sofia), November 22, recounted 


pre-election incident the form dialogue between the 
director and skilled worker Bulgarian metal plant. 


“Director: The chief the County Committee the 
Fatherland Front just called tell that several or- 
ganizations have proposed elect you deputy the 
City People’s Council the forthcoming elections. 

“Worker: Who, me? 

“Director: Yes, you. 

“Worker: You people, why don’t you leave alone? 
How going deputy? neither write nor 
talk properly. 

“Director: Take application and fill out. 

“Worker: Wait minute, Comrade Director. came 
you for something else. For sake, not 
the Council. were the plant, that would 
another story. 

“Director: need people just like you. 

“The worker took the pen and nervously began 
fill out the application. The director was watching him 
and smile showed his lips.” 


‘ 


Free Wheeling Time! 
Current and choice the following joke circulating 


Lithuania. 


“On construction site surrounded barbed wire 
fence and guarded Russians, there was single gate 
through which all employees had pass. One day 
when the work was over, Vytautas, peasant working 
the construction gang, came the gate trundling 
wheelbarrow filled with straw. The Russian guard the 
gate began probe the straw with his bayonet, shouting, 
are you stealing? What are you hiding under that 

hidden under the straw,’ the peasant said. 

believe you,’ the guard answered, but 
could find nothing. 

“The next evening when the workday was done, 
Vytautas again came the gate with wheelbarrow 
filled with straw and the same gate guard again wanted 
know what was stealing and what was hiding, 
but the peasant insisted was taking nothing. 

“This went for several months, until one day the 
Russian guard was transferred the Ukraine. 
That day when Vytautas came the gate with his wheel- 
barrow filled with straw, the guard said: ‘Look, peasant, 
been doing this day and day out for months. 
know hiding something, but can’t find what. 
Now, being transferred the Ukraine, and promise 
anything you. Tell me, please, before 
crazy, what are you stealing?’ 

“Vytautas smiled his canny peasant smile and said, 
Comrade guard, wheelbarrows’.” 
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Research Projects Eastern Europe 


Prepared the National Committee for Free Europe 


The studies listed below have recently been completed members the Research and Publi- 
cations Service. They are available limited quantities and may obtained writing 


From BEHIND THE National Committee for Free 110 West 57th Street. 
New York 19, New York. 


Foreign Trade the People’s Democracies Central and Eastern Europe and Pub- 
lications Service, November, 1952) pages. Captive country economies can longer considered 
independently the economy the Soviet Bloc whole. They are transitional economies aimed 
gradual and complete extinction capitalism and gradual and complete development 
These goals are attained through economic planning which foreign trade subordinate. 

The process economic transformation began with efforts 1945-1949 repair war damages 
and foreign trade became the key reconstruction. The creation KOMEKON January 1949 
was attempt intra-bloc economic autarchy with foreign trade the chief instrume ntality. The 
author this report believes that this tactical shift was motivated solely political expediency, the 
underlying emphasis being economic integration the captive area. Moscow’s ultimate objective 
the regional autarchy the Soviet Bloc entity with stress geographical specialization 
the expense national self-sufficiency individual countries. The report concludes that recent 
Soviet efforts broaden economic “cooperation” with the West must appraised another tactical 
shift denoting the Soviet Bloc’s dependence goods that can supplied the West. 

Price cents. 


Compulsory Methods Concerning Labor Poland (Research and Publications Service, Novem- 
ber, 1952) pages. The so-called Socialist discipline work constitutes one the methods 
worker exploitation Poland. Since the law compulsory work measures April 16, 1950 was 
passed, the Communists control the entire field employment. order prepare the climate for 
enactment the law, carefully organized press campaign was conducted. reported abuses and 
lack discipline the part workers and extorted promises, self-incrimination and repentance 
from them. 

The law, whose text this study, also defines the various punishments and penalties 
for failure administer punishments. According the press, workers welcomed the draft the 
law with appreciation, but numerous instances reported local papers indicate that was not being 
applied readily and that workers were attempting avoid its provisions alleged medical excuses. 
the more than two years since the law’s enactment, hundreds thousands people have been its 
victims the courts. has become tool the Government against the workers, but absenteeism 
and tardiness remain daily occurrences. Price cents. 


Czechoslovak Universities (Research and Publications Service, November, 1952) pages. For 
centuries Czechoslovak universities have enjoyed freedom opinion and scientific research, well 
complete autonomy. After the Communist coup, subjugation all university activities was achieved. 
All university appointments were made State organs. The unsystematic maze educational re- 
forms and administrative changes introduced since 1948 may attributed Moscow’s desire 
realign the university system according the Soviet pattern. The abnormal growth the number 
universities, all listed this study, explained reference the Communist emphasis voca- 
tional training courses and lowered academic standards. Price cents. 


*% * *% 


News Yugoslavia new monthly publication prepared members the Research and 
Publication Service the National Committee for Free Europe. The first issue, January 1953, will 
mailed those who have specific interest events and developments Yugoslavia. The pub- 
lication not organ editorial policy; wherever possible direct quotations have been used, with 
minimum commentary. Styled documentary digest, the magazine divided into political, 
economic and cultural sections. For instance, the political section contains quotations from Borba 
the Sixth Congress the Communist Party, verbatim reports Tito, Rankovic, and Kardelj, and 
the complete text from Ljubljanski Dnevnik, September 11, Tito’s interview with Norwegian 
press delegation. Although this interview has received little attention the Western press, 
extremely pertinent the official attitude Tito has taken toward the and united states 


Europe, Russia, and the liberalization political policy Yugoslovia. The other sections contain 
further valuable source material. 


Subscriptions News Yugoslavia are available $5.00 per 
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National Committee For Free Europe, Inc. 
110 57th Street, New York 19, 


Printed in U.S.A. 
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